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Preface

Wares from the Tongguan kiln site founded in 1956 as the T'ang ancient kiln site in
1956 and located near Wu Cha P'ing (FL7&EHE) , Tongguan (#1E ) , Changsha (£#¥)
in Hunan province, named as Tongguan ware or Wu Cha P'ing wares. After scientific
archaeological investigation and excavation in 1967, 1974, and 1983, these unique style

Changsha wares became well-known and inspired scholars’ research interest.

Excavated from kilns, more than 2000 ceramic pieces made from a yellow gray paste
and filled with earth and shards were found in Changsha. The potter applied one layer of
mixed earth(or mixed powder)before applying an underglaze to make the glaze smooth. In
these ways, the Tongguan wares of Changsha show how the crackle glaze was applied.
Most items were simple in the form of jar, vase, water dropper, bowl, plate, or small
circular dish all with a coil around the foot for every day use. Another aspect of the finds
at the Tongguan kilns were figures, simple toys in the form of animals or a whistle. The
glaze colours appear as light green, yellow, and white glaze in the late period. The most
representative style in Changsha wares was water dropper with short neck, trumpet-
shaped mouth, double flattened handles, and octagonal-shaped short spout. The belly of
an item was decorated with applied design motifs, circular motifs made up of dots, or
underglazed with a flower-bird pattern and calligraphy.

Wares from Changsha figure largely amongst the finds from domestic provinces;
indeed, they are almost as numerous around Asia as around the Tongguan kiln site itself.
That they were exported in quantity is also evident from their discovery through out Asia
such as ancient historical sites in Korea, Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Iran, and Egypt. This evidence illustrated that the ancient southern
ceramic route extended westward along exactly the same tracks of the earliest trade
ceramics in the T'ang dynasty. The use of underglaze painting and of copper, together
make Tongguan ware an innovative art form for the new century of ceramic.

Rare Changsha wares are in Taiwan today. There are nearly a hundred Changsha
wares in the collection of National Museum of History. The Museum has classified,
researched, and planned an exhibition. Together with an illustrative, graphic text, we look
forward to a new audience treating this important chapter in Chinese cultural history as

worthy of further study.

Huang Kuang-nan
Director
The National Museum of History




B gk

Contents

BRYZLEZBR

7

BRYZEGREH R
(3%

36

& AR

53

R

*oHos

175
%k
BEAREFRRVEZER S Ltk
$# kR ER




B P

L%

The National Museum of History's

Changsha porcelain collection

@@ﬁ/&iﬁ%’wé’i

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HISTORY




F¥

ROBRE-NOAFRENERL 2 MRWIEERDIHEHEELAETY - X
TEE BEILAENE - —JUNBE » BIUE - A\ S HEREEETRIS S S g
i =R KBRS - SOt - — BB IR SRR - 41818
Foth KBTS > [EIRFS [REER T SEREAT BT S B -

FEZHERTHE £ T SRS BB TR NS —FEar - Mm%
RUZZRSNNG > WERE - EFKE > REME > TERKSEAFEE - fifhs
AT EEIN-—E ikt (bt ) - LURBHEDEHE - FrLUEMBRERE A EEE - aF
FURMBIR D RtiBE Fr R - EEERAY > DUag -~ 8 ~ Kk - B - B - RSB HE RSB
DUPIERSEHIE R L - ERIRME RNV BRI 2 AH - BN SIE BN F - fi
WHEE ~ mEGH - BRSO - RRARENRDEER AR - HES
WAL > R FEERIET - /AR - SSNREEATE DR TE B SR R BRh T #248
R (BIYIRL) EREE SRS -

EWEZA BN S S R FIREEE - B2 - R - RE - 6
B BT » LRI (PR (RO RS ERICE - B ERE RS E
TP T B ATAS BT R RRR L E S - (I TEM AR -
LB + b HRHTIERT) - SR RPN 2T » B AN
it - |

AR — AR R D 22 2538 KL  RORHE R ZER S - DUtk
HERE - X RE > ESRATNER - X7 - SEBEANERANAS R
MEEZRZ > eI OCEEDTFINES - NRIRBIREZ LT Fery TR -

[ T2 PR o B BRI
s AER
—NSUNELFA




Preface

Wares from the Tongguan kiln site founded in 1956 as the T'ang ancient kiln site in
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these ways, the Tongguan wares of Changsha show how the crackle glaze was applied.
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an item was decorated with applied design motifs, circular motifs made up of dots, or
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That they were exported in quantity is also evident from their discovery through out Asia
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Malaysia, Pakistan, Iran, and Egypt. This evidence illustrated that the ancient southern
ceramic route extended westward along exactly the same tracks of the earliest trade
ceramics in the T'ang dynasty. The use of underglaze painting and of copper, together
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