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Introductory Remarks

Effective communication in English de-
pends on many factors. In conversation,
speaking naturally, or using common ex-
pressions is often the key to being able to be
understood.

This does not necessarily involve learning
a vast amount of new vocabulary. Indeed,
many Chinese students of English have a
good vocabulary from their intensive reading
experiences. Apart from knowing a wide
range of expressions, effective communica-
tion requires restructuring the expressions
into known forms, choosing the appropriate
words or expressions for the right situation
and using the terms with expected tones.

This book was created with these points
in mind. Commonly used expressions begin-
ning sentences were chosen to give the



speaker more confidence in either initiating
statements or appropriately responding to
comments.

The accompanying tapes were devised to
assist anyone desiring to speak English with a
more natural approach, to reach their goal.
Being able to practice not only the pronunci-
ation, but the fluency and intonation are im-
portant features of communicating. The tapes
ensure the correct pronunciation as well as
the appropriate intonation models. It is
therefore recommended that the tapes be
used in conjunction with the book.

Undoubtedly, the move towards more
communicative methods in English learning
in China has been a significant one. For many
Chinese speakers of English as a second lan-
guage, some established habits will have to
be modified and new learning methods mas-
tered, especially in the areas of speaking and
listening. Both the book and the tapes have
been devised to help individuals study in their
own time, at their own pace and, with con-
tinued effort, to improve their natural spoken



English.
Best wishes for your success.

Pam Wadeson
May 2000
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Spaul dutural 2uylish

Actually

i Making things clear
Q1 S
A: Actually, | didn't want to come this
evening but | thought | should.
R bRey, S A ARk, HEEE
REE.
B: | felt the same.
.
* %ok Kk
A: | know someone else who comes from
Shanghai.
FL A B,
B: Actually, I'm from Beijing.
e AD P3G A~ J:
ii Correcting and clarifying something
AIE FFHRS
A:You seem to be on his side in this
argument.
X — 5 L IR R TEAL il
B: Actually | believe he's only partly right.
| don't agree with him 100 percent.
AR B A LRt AT A E
=R B (i DL O



P!

BERS

Correcting someone’s expectations
(providing the truth)
A 5 AR (ROt FE )

A: So, how was your weekend away?
I ] N M
B: Actually, 1 didn't go. | wasn’t well.

BIR Y HRME L, RERT .

* k& %

A: What did she say when you told her?
i 35 VR R B, 0B A7

B: Actually, | didnt tell her. | didnt
want to hurt her feelings.
PR T RIEAR BB iR, BALE
o

A: But you said you would.

AT PRt it 42 R f i A O

Afraid so (informal)

i

expressing an affirmative answer (yes)
but acknowledging that it is not good
news

FKREERHEE ABRAXIFRRA 25 HE

A: Are you telling me that | have to work
back again tonight?

.
e
.



Spauld Natural 2nylish

PRI B3 A M i 15 Bl ok TAES?

B: Afraid so. We just have so much work
to get through.
A SEIXRE . FO 1A KSRy LR
52

* ok ok Kk

A: Excuse me,is it true that the plane’s
been delayed?
AR XKL EMC SR A T2

B: Afraid so. it's now re-scheduled for 11
a.m.

BRI B BLTE R B L
J=1

wy O

All in all

i expressing the concept of entirely or
totally
FORBH ETREE
A:How are you feeling after the operation?
FARIGRBGEE 2 W7
B: Allin all, I'm feeling well. Stronger than
ever,
BRI, TR A . (BHA) LLLUITEAE
farid fe AR



ETE RS

L 0 & 4

A: All in all, \ think the company has
done well this quarter.
BE BB, B K FD XA
BB A

All in good time ( informal)

i implying that something will happen
eventually
ErRREBRAERLE
A: Mum, can | see the things you brought
back from your overseas trip?
1515, WEE FE RN EINE BRI R T
g7
B: All in good time. First, | must unpack
my bags.
Rl 2B0ERN. AARBIEHEITH.
W v dr
A: When will you adjust these figures for
the monthly report?
TRt 4 Bt 3 A 248 4 P A 8O B 4
We?
B: All in good time. I'm working on
this material for the boss at the mo-



Spaus Jatural 3uylisa

ment.

B B EARMX SE41 L

All right

i agreeing to something, confirming a
decision RIE, #A
A:You really should go with us. It would
be fun. You need a break.
HHEHEZMBAN] L. 2FBRN . RE
BHY—TT,
B: All right, 1"l go.
R, %,
ii showing that a speaker will change the
subject
AL B 15
(This is often used by teachers, lecturers or
doctors — it is most commonly used after
time has passed or there has been an in-
terruption)
A: 1 apologize for that interruption. ...
All right, now where were we up to?
MAEA R e g T ERAHA
R L T
B: You were talking about the different

(S4}
.
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R ENS

theories.
TRRIA ERA R L,
A: Ah, yes. Now to continue. . .
M % T AR R R
* %ok K
A: So we'll go tomorrow?
EABRBINREHRET?
B: Agreed. All right, now, what shall
we take‘?
= 2, 85, WA LA A7
implying everythmg is fine
RA—YERTE
A: How are you after your fail?
BT —8JG, WIEE 2K
B: All right. I'm fine.
mhf, WHIL.
showing mild annoyance or impatience
BB HILAT
A: Come on. We're really late.
e AL, HITHEMET .
B: Allright. All right. VIl be with you in a
minute.
I AP, S F AR
showing agreement, especially when
something is not believed

I

- b



Spzai datural 2aylish

A& HERATT

A: | have finished the work, really.
RO BT T XA, KA.

B: All right, show me.
AT 1L T HERE

* ok K

A:I'm okay. Really. | haven't hurt myself
at all.
HEFIL BN A —mILhEFEAC,

B: All right. Let me see you walk.

R4y, EALKE
Modern slang: implying “terrific’,
“great”, “that’s the idea” (The empha-
sis is on the “right”, which is usually
lengthened. )
G B AR TEE, TARRT, R (E
HAE right” b R &)

A:l've agreed with your father that you
can go camping with your friends.
FMAGRACGER BRI LZEE .

B: All right! I'll ring and tell them.
KT WIXHATHAG SRR



RBAS

Allow me

i

offering to do something
Foor AL H B
Someone is finding it difficult to get the door
opened.
A: Allow me! (opens the door)
#xk!
B: Thanks, that’s kind.
. IR,
* & &k K
Someone has both hand full and is waiting
for the lift, but cannot press the button.
A: Allow me. (presses the button)
ko
B: Thanks. Would you also press level 3
for me please?
B RERRRE— TR =2A0En?
introducing someone TEREAN
A: Allow me to introduce my husband,
Michael St. Clare.
BB A B - FHASCAE, KRBOR - 73R
MRo
B: How do you do?
!



Spaad datural aylish

iii offering to pay for something
HRAT 2
Arriving in a car.
A: Well, here we are back at the uni-
versity.
GERE: AT
B: It was a great picnic. Allow me to pay
for the petrol.
LSRRy R o & I ) Pk ke
A: No, thanks all the same. Don’t worry
about it. It's my treat.

A B, B T R

And another thing. . .

i often used in arguments or debates, to
add emphasis to yet another point
HHATERP, BRI

A:Firstly, you came home late, you
forgot about the dinner appointment.
B, REIRKR T RETAENGRE,

B: I'm sorry. .. but. . .

XA, HR

A: And another thing: you didn’teven

remember that it was your mother’s

.9.



