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The Compiling Principles for the
Yuan Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of two general maps, eighteen component maps and six insets.

2. The two general maps provide the territorial and administrative picture of the Yuan
(7) Dynasty in its earlier and later periods respectively.

The earlier-period map, based on the situation at the seventeenth year of the Zhi Yuan
( £1) Period, i1.e. 1280, shows the seats and boundaries of the Zhong Shu Sheng (+ ¥4,
administrative Council over the central area of China) and the six Xing Zhong Shu Sheng
(f77+ &4 , deputy authority of the Zhong Shu Sheng over a local area) of Shaan Xi-Si Chuan
(B M J), Yun Nan (Z #& ), Jiang Huai (7L # ), Fu Jian (#& 2 ), Jiang Xi (iZ % ) and Hu Guang
( # ), as well as some of the Lu( % ), Fu ( /) and Zhou ( # ) that are under the direct
jurisdiction of the Sheng( % ). In addition, the map also covers some of the Tu Si( £+ 7] ,
appointed local national minority authorities) in southwest China minority regions. At that
time, however, some of the Dong ( # , mountainous hold) and Zhai ( # , fortified barricade) in
those regions, had not sumbitted to the authority of the Yuan Regime. But as the operation
ranges of the people there are impossible to delineate on the map, their locations are generally
placed within the boundaries of the Sheng concerned. Moreover, there are places where the
administrative establishment is vague. The map, therefore, indicates only the geographical
names, but not the Lu, Fu, Zhou or Xian ( # ) that might be there.

In the northeast are to be found on the map the approximations of the fiefdoms that
Chingis Khan ( & # E ¥ )set up for his feudatory brothers. In the Tu Bo (# #, Tibet) area Zong
Zhi Yuan (4 4| ¥t ) had under its jurisdiction Xuan Wei Si ( & # 5 ), Yuvan Shuai Fu ( 7T 8 4 )
and Zhao Tao Si ( # 1 5 ), but they are not shown on the map for the lack of specific indication
in historical records. In the northwest, the two Khanates, Ogodai (% # 4 ) and Chaqadai
( & & &) for a time joined forces against the Yuan Regime. The demarcation line between them
1s hardly ascertainable. And Du’a ( ®# ), the Khan of Chagadai, was actuailly under the
influence of Qaidu ( ;& #), the Khan of Ogodai, The two Khanates are therefore treated as one
area, with their names separately placed to indicate their approximate location. The influence of
one over the other is hinted by using a bigger character-type for Ogodai Khan than that for
Chagadai Khan. The two Khans constantly stayed at Talas ( 3% #| % ), which is marked with the
symbol of a capital.

The later-period map, based on the situation at the first year of Zhi Shun ( £ §{ ) Period, i. e.
1330, shows the seats and boundaries of the Zhong Shu Sheng and ten Xing Zhong ShuSheng of
Ling Bei (4§ 4t), Liao Yang (# %), He Nan-Jiang Bei ( 7 & ;L 4t ),-Shaan Xi ( 3 %), Si Chuan
(w i), Gan Su (4 # ), Yun Nan, Jiang Zhe (L3 ), Jiang Xi and fu Guang, including some of
the Lu, Fu, Zhou, and Xuan Fu Si (% # &), An Fu Si ( % 3) and other Si ( 5 ) in the
minority regions in southwest China, and Khamil (% % #7), Beshbalik ( %% A2 ) and
Karakhoja ( % #| % 4 ) which are to the west of Gan Su Xing Sheng (474 , short for Xing Zhong
Shu Sheng). The Xuan Zheng Yuan ( & 3 f ) administering the Tu Bo (% 3 ) area, formerly
called Zong Zhi Yuan, and its three subordinate Xuan Wei Si have their approximate confines
drawn. The Ogodai Khanate no longer existed while the Chaqadai Khanate had split into the
eastern and western parts,whose boundaries, not known now, are absent on the map. However,
Dong Bu (X #, the eastern part) and Xi Bu ( % #;, the western part) are written in the central of
each part respectively and their capitals are marked with the same symbol. The Zheng Dong
Xing Sheng ( 4 ¥ 47 % ) was established in that period in Gao Li Guo ( #% & & , Korea ), whose
King was concurrently taking the office of its Cheng Xiang (% #8 , premier), higher officer of this
Xing Sheng. As it was thought proper to “conform to the local tradition”, *‘the appointment of
its officers and officials under the Cheng Xiang was all left to him™ with only a notification to
the Yuan Regime. This Xing Sheng was truly nominal, and the area is thus treated as a
neighbouring country, with only the name of the Xing Sheng indicated.




3. The component maps are all based on the situation at the first year of Zhi Shun Period,
i.e. 1330. Seventeen of them belong to the Yuan Regime: one for Zhong Shu Sheng, ten for the
Xing Zhong Shu Sheng of Ling Bei, Liao Yang, He Nan-Jiang Bei, Shaan Xi, Si Chuan, Gan
Su, Yun Nan, Jiang Zhe, Jiang Xi and Hu Guang, two for the Xuan Zheng Yuan and its

jurisdiction area, three drawn to enlarged scale for Zhong Shu Sheng and parts of the three Xing
Sheng of Yun Nan, Jiang Zhe and Hu Guang where the administrative establishments are too
thick to be properly differentiated, and one for three areas jointly, i.c. Khamil, Beshbalik and
Karakhoja in the northwest which are subordinate not to any Xing Sheng, but to the Yuan
natignal administration directly. Chagadai Khanate has one component map to itself.

4. As for the administration-level symbol, those Lu, Fu, Zhou, Jun ( ¥ ), Xuan Wei S,
Xuan Fu Si, An Fu Si, Yuan Shuat Fu, Wan Hu Fu ( # # 5 ) under the direct jurisdiction of the
Sheng are regarded as on the second level, i.e. the Lu-level. The Fu, Zhou, Jun under the Lu are
marked with the third-level symbol, i.e. the Xiao-level. Among them, however, those with Xian
under its jurisdiction are written with the second-level character-type while those without are
written with the third-level character-type.

5. In order to exercise authority over the towns-people, the Jing Xun Yuan ( % i« k) was
established in Da Du Lu ( x #% ) and Shang Du Lu ( I # % ) while in the seats of the fairly
prosperous and important Lu and Fu the Lu Shi Si (4% 7) was established. These
establishments,owing no authority to the Xian and difficult to represent on the map, are listed at
the back of the map under the headings of the respective Sheng they were in. And there was also
Si Hou Si ( 5 1% 7)), similar in nature to Lu Shi Si but on a lower level, to be found usually in the
seats of Zhou. Though there were many Jing Xun Yuan, Lu Shi Siand Si Hou Si in an earlier
time. The Si Hou Si, by the time of the Zhi Shun Period, had all been incorporated into Fu Guo
Xian ( M 35 % , The Xian that sharesthe seat with a Lu or Fu), and more of the Jing Xun Yuan
and Lu Shi Si had been removed or absorbed. The Lu, Fu, Zhou and Jun that had the Yuan
( Bt ) or Si ( 5] ) removed or absorbed are also listed at the back of the map.

6. Too numerous are the Dong (' /7 , mountainous hold), Zhai ( % , fortified barricade),
Bu ( 2 ,tribe), Zu ( # , tribe), Dian ( 4 , a basin), Chu ( 5 . a place) where Man Yi Juh Min
Zhang Guan ( % % & K &% ) had been established in the Xing Sheng like Si Chuan, Yun Nan
and Hu Guang that the map can only record a few with verifiable location. Those without have
to be ommitted and no list of them is given..Those Tu Si at various levels, proved to have existed
in the Yuan Dynasty, by Yuan Hun Yi Fang Yu Sheng Lan ({ ;LR — 5 2% %), The Yuan
National Geographical Guide) and Da Ming Yi Tong Zhi ({ < —%x Y, The National
Geographical Record of the Great Ming Empire), are also shown if their location is verifiable.

7. As the Yuan administration system had it, the Xuan Wei Si as the deputy authority
from the Sheng, was established in areas far removed from the Syeng-capital, each covering one
Dao ( i ). During the Zhi Shun Period, there were eleven Dao: two in the Zhong Shu Sheng,
two in He Nan-Jiang Bei Xing Sheng, one in Si Chuan Xing Sheng, two in Jiang Zhe Xing
Sheng, one in Jiang Xi Xing Sheng, three in Hu Guang Xing Sheng. All these Xuan Wei Si have
their names written in appropriate place and their seats marked, too. The Lu, Fu, Zhou, Jun
and Si under their jurisdiction are listed at the back of the map.

8. Besides, in Yun Nan Xing Sheng and Hu Guang Xing Sheng are found certain Xuan
Wei Si and Xuan Fu Si that have under their authority the Lu, Fu, Zhou, Jun and Si but are not
called Dao. And there was also, in Shaan Xi Xing Sheng, the Gong Chang Bian Yi Du Zong
Shuai Fu ( % 8§ & #7 4 & 7% ) that had under it§ command some Fu and Zhou. All their seats
and boundaries are drawn on the map. The Chen Hai (# # , Chingai) Xuan Wei Si in Ling Bei
Xing Sheng. with no Fu, Zhou or Xian under its authority, is treated as one at the Lu-level.

9. Generally set up in all the Sheng were Su Zheng Lian Fang Si (#% B & & 7 ) in a
supervisory capacity, each covering a Dao. During the Zhi Shun Period, there were twenty-two
Dao belonging to three Tai ( & ) respectively: under the Yu Shi Tai (# ¢ & )i.e. Nei Tai (A & ),
there were eight inner Dao, with three in the Zhong Shu Sheng, four in He Nan-Jiang Bei Xing -
Sheng, one in Liao Yang Xing Sheng; under the Jiang Nan Xing Tai ( i1 % 47 # ) there were ten




Dao, with four in Jiang Zhe Xing Sheng, two in Jiang Xi Xing Sheng, four in Hu Guang Xing
Sheng; under the Shaan Xi Xing Tai ( gk % 47 # ) there were four Dao, with one in Shaan Xi, one
in Gan Su, one in Si Chuan and one in Yun Nan. The map gives no indication to the seats,
higher-up authorities of all the Dao and the Lu, Fu, Zhou, Jun, Si under their jurisdiction. But
they are all listed on the back of the map, nevertheless.

10. Those vassaldoms in the Ling Bei area, though not under the direct authority of the
Ling Bei Xing Sheng and different from Zhou or Xian, are supjected to the strong control of the
Xing Sheng. They are all drawn as part of the jurisdiction area of Ling Bei Xing Sheng and their
boundaries, if roughly traceable, are indicated with the Lu-level lines.

11. The Tu Bo area was placed under the jurisdiction of XuanZheng Yuan-—it was
originally called Zong Zhi Yuan at the beginning of Zhi Yuan Period, but the name Xuan
Zheng Yuan was adopted at the 25th year of the same Period. This was a department handling
Buddhist affairs of the national administration of the Yuan Regime and a Fen Yuan (4%, a
local branch office) would be set up in case of emergencies. The Tu Bo area was drawn, as a
region under the jurisdiction of Xuan Zheng Yuan, 2ccording to the situation there between
1288 and 1330. Within this area are to be found three Xuan Wei Si Du Yuan Shuai Fu
(EREHTHA)of TuBo,etc. (£ #E% &), TuBo Lu,etc. ("t # % %), WuSi(% #i,Dbus) Lu,
Zang (# ,Gtsang) Lu,Na Li Su Gu Lu Xun ($ 2 i# & % 3 , Mna'-ris skor gsum) Lu, etc.
Respectively under the three Xuan Wei Si Du Yuan Shuai Fu are Yuan Shuai Fu, Zong Guan
Fu, Wan Hu Fu, Qian Hu Suo (F 7 §7), Zhao Tao Si, An Fu Si, Wan Hu (% #), Qian Hu
(¥ F ) and what not. These offices were in charge of either civilian affairs, or military affairs, or
both of the above three. The Tu Bo, etc. Xuan Wei Si Du Yuan Shuai Fu
(¢ # % X & & 5 £ 70 &b B ) was ascribed to be under the authority of the Xuan Zheng Yuan in
Yuan Shi Bai Guan Zhi (7t ¢ -8 E %, The Hierarchical Record of Officialdom History of the
Yuan Dynasty ), but under the authority of the Shaan Xi Xing Sheng in Yuan Shi Di Li Zhi
(( ¥+ L), The Geographical Records, History of the Yuan Dynasty). The truth is that it
was a matter of dual jurisdiction. The map treats it as one under the Xuan Zheng Yuan.
Another case of dual jurisdiction is Wei Zhou ( & #) which was under both the Cheng Du Fu
( # # K ) of Si Chuan Xing Sheng and the Song Zhou, Pan Zhou, Dang Zhou, Die Zhou, Wei
Zhou, Mao Zhou, etc. An Fu Si ( %25 & B %/ % & %4 7] ) of this controversial Xuan Wei
Si Du Yuan Shuai Fu ( & % 5] #5 7T & & ), Wei Zhou is treated as under the Xuan Wei Si on the
map. Records are scanty for the various administrative elements within the Tu Bo area and their
boundary lines hardly traceable. So surface markings are used instead to show their
approximate location. Their seats and other population centres are given symbols of Lu or
Xian, or Ju Y1 ( E &, inhabited locality) in accordance with their importance.

12. The Khanate of Chaqadai was established by the descendents of Chaqadai, the second
son of Chingis Khan. Its vassalage to the Yuan Regime was nominal. The map is based on the
figure showing the situation of Durai-Temiir’s (the great great grandson of Chagadai) reign in
Jing Shi Da Dian ({ £ # X # ) ), edited and revised during 1330-1331, and on the Northwest
Region Supplement ( % Jy it 5% ) to Yuan Shi Di Li Zhi, written on the basis of the figure.The
maps of the three great khanates in the northwest In Jing Shi Da Dian, are drawn and
submitted to the Yuan Regime respectively by each khanate, so Beshbalik and Karakhoja were
included into the territory of Chaqadai for the rcason that the former had been ruled by the
latter. That was not the case in 1330, but since our map is based on the above-said figure, we
have left it unchanged. The boundaries of the administrative establishments in the Khanate are
not shown. The name and existing period of all those established either by the Yuan Regime or
the Great Khan of Mongolia in their territories are provided in brackets. Its capital Almalik
( ¥ 2 gk £ ) is marked with the symbol of a national capital while the other places with symbols
of Lu-level, or Xian-level, or Ju Yi-level.

13. A few tribes with certain administrative character are selectively drawn in Ling Bei
Xing Sheng and Liao Yang Xing Sheng.

14. A number of important rivers, though not seen in the Yuan Dynasty Records, are




added according to data found in the Song ( % ) Dynasty and Ming ( 8 ) Dynasty records,
some with names given and others not.

15. Those Lu, Fu, Zhou and Xian either removed or re-established later are indicated on
selective basis and marked with the symbol for an element under the Xian-level though the
characters Lu, Fu, Zhou, Xian are given to show their original status.

16. There are six insets. Five of them use an enlarged scale to show Da Du ( x #) and its
vicinities, Qara-Qorum (## ) and its vicinities, Da Ning-Liao Yang (% . # ) and their
vicinities, the middle reaches of the Zang Bu ( # # , Gtsang-po) River, the Diao Men (#79)
region. The northern part of Ling Bei Xing Sheng is drawn to a smaller scale.

The Compiling Principles for the
Ming Dynasty Period Map-Group

1. This map-group consists of two general maps, twenty-six component maps and five
insets.

2. The two general maps provide an overall picture of the territory and administrative
establishment of the Ming ( #] ) Dynasty in its earlier and later-periods respectively. The
earlier-period map is based on the situation in 1433, i.e. the eighth year of Xuan De (5 1)
Period. Within the confines of the Ming Empire are to be found the following items: two Jing
(#, national capital), thirteen Bu Zheng Shi Si (# g {# 5], local administration on the
provincial level) with their seats, jurisdiction boundaries and some of the Fu ( # , prefecture),
Zhou ( M , prefecture), a few border Wei ( i , garrison) and Tu Guan (4 ¢, appointed
national minority hereditary headman) under their authority, three Du Zhi Hui Shi Si
( #4571 3] , local military command on the provincial level) in Ji Mi (# %, attached) Nu Er
Gan ( & 2. F), Wu Si Zang ( % #7 & , Dbus Gtsang) and Duo Gan ( &4, Mdo Khams) together
with a few Wei and Suo ( $ , minor garrison) under their command, and a few Wei like Ji Mi
Ha Mi (% %, Hami) in the northwest, the governing seats of the Five Religious Kings in Xi Fan
(7 %, Tibetan area), the better-known rivers and mountains, tribal distribution and some
inhabited localities in Da Da (# %, Tartars) and Wa La ( g #|, Oirats), the better-known rivers,
mountains, towns and cities in Ye Li Ba Li (7t # # %, [Ibalik).

3. The later-period map reflects the situation in 1582, i.e. the tenth year of Wan Li (%8 )
Period. The interior part of the Ming Empire and the Xi Fan area remained much the same as
before except some minor changes. The two Du Si ( #8 #, Du Zhi Hui Shi Si for short) had been
re-established as Xuan Wei Si ( % % 5 ). The northeast Nu Er (Jan Du Si ( /{2 F # % ) no
longer existed where while Wei like Hai Xi (#%® ) and Jian Zhou (# M) appeared. The
distribution of the major tribes in Da Da and Wa La is shown. Ye Li Ba Li had disintegrated
into tribes like Ye Er Qiang (¥ # %, Yarkand), Tu Lu Fan (» % #, Turpan), Ji Li Ji Si
(% #% # , Kirghiz), Ha Sa Ke (% 5% % , Kazakhs), whose approximate boundaries and major
towns and cities are drawn.

4. There are twenty-six component maps in all. One or two maps are given to each of the
following items: the two Jing, i.e. Jirig Shi ( % & ) and Nan Jing ( # %), the thirteen Bu Zheng Shi
Si of Shan Dong (L #), Shan Xi (\; % ), He Nan (7 &), Shaan Xi (g #), Si Chuan (% ji{),
Jiang Xi (3L %), Hu Guang (# ), Zhe Jiang (# L), Fu Jian (4 ), Guang Dong (X)),
Guang Xi (%), Yun Nan (Z % ), Gui Zhou ( # #{). The total number of the above mentioned
maps comes to twenty-one and they are ail drawn according to the situation at the tenth year of
Wan Li Period except the Shan Xi Xing Du Si ( J; 7% 47 #8 5 ) Map drawn to reflect the situation
of the fourteenth year of Zheng Tong (E % ) Period, i.e. 1449. Among the rest of the component
maps, the Nu Er Gan Du Si Map reflects the situation between the first year of Yong Le (# % )
Period and the eighth year of Xuan De Period, i.e. 1403-1433. The Ha Mi Wei (" % #) and
Others Map the first year of Zheng Tong Period. The Wu Si Zang Du Si and Duo Gan Du Si

_



Map the eighth year of Xuan De Period. The twenty-four maps so far cover the whole Ming
Empire. The Da Da - Wa La Map indicates the situation between the eleventh year of Yong Le
Period and the fifth year of Xuan De Period, i.e. 1413-1430. The Ye Li Ba Li Map between the
twentieth year of Cheng Hua ( & 1t.) Period and the fourth year of Zheng De ( i # ) Period, i.e.
1484-1509.

5. The official registration system of the Ming Dynasty makes a difference between the
civilian and the military, with Fu, Zhou, Xian( # , county) in charge the civilian while Wei and
Suo the military. Fu, Zhou, and Xian were placed respectively under the authority of the two
Jing and thirteen Bu Zheng Shi Si whereas Wei and Suo under the command of the two Jing,
sixteen Du Zhi Hui Shi Si, five Xing Du Zhi Hui Shi Si { 47 # ¢4 ## 3 ) and two Liu Shou Si
(& F4).

The thirteen Du Si bearing the same name as that of the local Bu Zheng Si ( # & 7 ) are
to be found in their related Bu Zheng Si maps. So are the Wei and Suo under the three Xing Du
Si ( 47 # #]) of Si Chuan, Hu Guang and Fu Jian. But the Xing Du Si of Shan Xi, Shaan Xiand
Liao Dong ( ¥ # ) are each given a separate map right after their related Bu Zheng Si maps. Da
Ning (4 5 ) Du Si and Wan Quan (% 4 ) Du Si are to be seen on the Jing Shi Map. Zhong Du
Liu Shou Si( # # ¥ <F & )4he Nan Jing Map, Xing Du Liu Shou Si( ® # % =f 5 ) the Hu Guang
Map. An inset in the Jing Shi Map is provided to show Bei Ping Xing Du Si ( 4y, #47# # ) in the
Hong Wu (# &) and Jian Wen ( # X ) periods, which, during the inward shift in the Yong Le
Period, was changed into Da Ning Du Si.

6. The seat of Bu Zheng Si, generally called Sheng ( % , province) capital, is designated
with a first level administration symbol. The seats of those Fu and Zhou directly under Bu
Zheng Shi Si and those Wei and Suo directly under Du Si with second level administration
symbol. And their jurisdiction areas are outlined. The Zhou and Xian under Fu and the Qian
Hu Suo (F 7~ B ) under Wei are marked as the third level. No special symbol is given to
distinguish the Zhou with Xian from that without Xian under its jurisdiction.

7. Those Du Si sharing the Sheng seat with Bu Zheng Si are not indicated on the map,
However, the name, without any symbol, of those Si ( 5 ) and Zhen ( £ major military
command) that did not sharetheShengseat iswritten next to the Fu seat or Wei seat where they
were located. They are the three Du Si of Da Ning, Wan Quan and Liao Dong, the five Xing Du
Si of Shan Xi, Shaan Xi, Si Chuan, Hu Guang and Fu Jian, the two Liu Shou Si of Zhong Du
and Xing Du, the nine strategic border Zhen of Liao Dong, Ji Zhou (%] 4, Xuan Fu ( £ /1), Da
Tong (X &), Shan Xi (s %), Yan Sui (& 4%), Ning Xia (% ¥ ), Shaan Xi ( B #) and Gan Su

H#H).

( 8). The Wei and Suo sharing the same name and seat with Fu, Zhou, Xian and Tu Si ( + 4],
the appointed national minority authority) at various levels, are not indicated on the map.
When the command area of Wei and Suo is not identical with thy’authority area of Fu, Zhou,
Xian or Tu Si, the boundary lines and surface markings are ommitted. In case the seat Wei and
Suo under the two Jing and two Du ( # , i.e. Zhang Du and Xing Du) had their locations within
the city walls, the Wei and Suo are not indicated. However, those outside are treated in the
fashion of Ju Yi ( % &, inhabited locality). The particular year of shifting is given in brackets for
the Du Si, Wei and Suo along the borders with such experience. Some Wei have very inadequate
historical records and their command areas are thus not outlined.

9. There are Xuan Wei Si{ 7 £ ), Xuan Fu Si( Z# 5} ), An Fu Si( %4 7] ), Zhao Tao Si
(48 #t 8l), Zhang Guan Si ( &% 7), YuYi Fu(# % # ), Yu Yi Zhou (% # ), etc. for the various
levels of Tu Guan in the border regions. Among them Xuan Wei Si and those Du Si directly
under Bu Zheng Si or Du Si, marked with a Fu symbol, have their jurisdiction boundaries
drawn. All the rest are treated as Xian.

10. Those Fu that exercised authority over both the civilian and the military were called
Jun Min Fu (£ & £ ), which is shortened to Fu on the map. Those Wei that exercised command
over both the military and the civilian were called Wei Jun Min Zhi Hui Shi Si
( # F E. 354 % 8 ), which is shortened to Wei. Similarly, Shou Yu Qian Hu Suo (5 8 F 7 §7)




and Qian Hu Suo to Suo, Jun Min Xuan Wei Si ( ¥ E 5 & 7 ) to Xuan Wei Si, Zhang Guan Si,
Man Yi Zhang Guan Si (%% &% & ) and Yu Yi Zhang Guan Si (£ % € £ 7 )all to Si. Yu Yi
Fu(##% /&) to Fuand Yu Yi Zhou to Zhou.

11. The seat of Nu Er Gan Du Si is marked as a Sheng capital. The Zhan (3, post), Zhai
( % , fortress) under its command as an inhabited locality. But Fu symbol is used for seats,
justified by historical records, of Wan Hu Fu (& 7 ) and Xing Du Si in Wu Si Zang and Duo
Gan regions. The governing seats of the Five Religious Kings of Chan Hua ( ¥ 1), Chan Jiao
(K #), Fu Jiao (¥ #), Zan Shan (% %), Hu Jiao (# %), and the Three Fa Wang (% ¥,
spiritual king) of Da Bao ( x % ), Da Sheng (% % ), Da Ci( k % ) are indicated as such and enjoy
a Fu symbol. The Three Kings in E Li Si (& # %, Mnga’ris) have their governing seats
underlined on the map. The other towns and cities are marked with a Xian symbol or a Ju Y1
symbol in accordance with their importance. No boundaries are drawn in the Ji Mi regions as
the relevant historical records are inadequate and the jurisdiction areas are very often
interlocked.

12. During the Wan Li Period, the defence of the nine strategic border Zhen depended
heavily on the high walls. OQutside the walls there were of course other defense works like Ying
( # , barracks), Bao ( #% , fortress), Dun ( # , earth mound) and Kong ( % , evacuated place).
The Da Da would now and then graze their cattle right up to the walls. So the map has for the
area beyond the border walls where there were defense works found to be set up by the border
defense command two-colour stripes as an influence-overlapping region between the Ming
Empire and the northern national minority regimes.

13. Those Tu Si along the Yun Nan borders as recorded in Ming Shi DiLi Zhi Tu Si Zhuan
(¥ - WBE - + 5 ™), TuSi, Geographical Records, The History of the Ming Dynasty) were
all indiscriminatingly rega:ded as Tu Si by the Ming Regime. That was, however, not the true
picture. Some of them were indeed under the control of the Ming Regime, but many others
enjoyed autonomous authority despite the nominal affiliation. They are discriminated to be
either inside the Ming Empire or outside it according to the actual situation at that particular
time the map in question involves.

14. Xun Fu (i ## , governor) had usually been stationed in every Sheng since the Xuan De
Period. In addition, a few Zong Du (4 % , viceroy) came into existence at the middle of the
dynasty. Their office was generally manned by first-ranking officials from the central
government departments of Du Cha Yuan (# %%, the Supreme Supervisory Council) and
Bing Bu ( £ # , The Board of War ). The local officials from Bu Zheng Shi (# % % ), An Cha
Shi (3% & 4 ), Du Zhi Hui Shi ( # 45 1% ## ) downwards were all subjected to their authority. Their
official titles indicate that they are part of the central government, but they had in effect become
the highest administrative authority in a given local region. ﬁnd that region under their
authority came to be the first level administration area, which used to be governed by Bu Zheng
Shi Si. Most of the names, seats and authority areas of Xun Fu and Zong Du differ from those
of a Sheng-level authority. And that makes it practically impossible to have them indicated on
the map. Therefore, the Xun Fu and Zong Du in the tenth year of Wan Li Period are listed on
the back of the map.

15. Dao ( i )was an agency of the Sheng level authority. Each Sheng had for itself several
Fen Shou Dao (4 5 i ), several Fen Xun Dao (4~ i ), several Bing Bei Dao (& #§# ) while
eachDaowasput in charge of a few Fu or Zhou or Wei or Suo. The name, jurisdiction area and
seat of Dao are so inconsistent that they can not be properly marked on the map and have to be
listed on the back of it, too.

16. The Da Da-Wa La Map shows their better-known rivers, mountains, towns, cities and
the tribal distribution there.

17. Ye Li Ba Li was formerly the eastern part of the Cha He Tai Han Guo (B 4 & 71 H ,
Chaqgadai Khanate), the western part of it had been annexed by Tie Mu Er (# & % , Timour). Its
first capital was Bie Shi Ba Li( %] % A\ % , Beshbalik), which was used by Ming Shi to refer to the
country. Later its capital moved to Ye Li Ba Li and again Ming Shi took it for the name of the



country. It was made up of three parts, whose approximate confines are drawn on the map. The
major part is Tian Shan Bei Lu ( X i 4. 3%, North Tian Shan Region) and the river basin of Qi
He (4 37 , Seven Rivers). The second part has most of Tian Shan Nan Lu( % s # % , South Tian
Shan Region) and Ferghana, which were the hereditary domain of the prime minister Duo Huo
La Ti ( 2% #|1% , Doqulat) and his family. The third part is Tu Lu Fan, including Cha Li Shi
( X # %, Chalish), which had for a long time been ruled by the descendants of a son of Ye Li Ba
LiKhan. Ye Li Ba Liis marked with the symbol of a national capital while the other towns and
cities are marked, according to their importance, with the symbol of Fu, or Xian, or }u Yi.

18. There are five insets. The Bei Ping Xing Du Si inset shows all the northern part of what
was known as Bei Ping Sheng (4t ¥ % ) in the early years of the Ming Dynasty. A bigger scale is
used for the three insets of Vicinities of Cheng Du ( 4 # ), Vicinities of Guang Zhou (& M) and
the Middle Reaches of Zang Bu (## , Gtsang-po) River.The inset of Tai Wan Under Zheng
Family Regime shows the establishments of the Zheng family regime in the Tai Wan-B Ha area
during the 36th year of Yong Li (s & ) Period (1682).
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