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Street for Greenwich Village. The train stopped

at 33rd Street, 27th Street, 17th Street and
Christopher Circle. As it turned out he met his wife at
this party.

It was a standard, Greenwich Village all-of-us-are-
damned gathering. She was sitting in a corner of the
room, her feet bare, listening to a man with sad
mustaches play a mandolin. Edward went over to say
hello to her. She looked at him with vague disinterest
and huddled closer to the mandolin player, who turned
out—on further inspection —to be her date for the
night. But Edward was persistent—his parents had al-
ways told him that his fearfulness was his chief de-
tracting characteristic—and later that night he got her
address.

Two days later he showed up with a shopping cart
filled with gourmet food and asked her if she would
help him eat it. She shrugged and introduced him to
her cats. Three weeks later they slept with one another
for'the first time and the week after that the mandolin
player and he had a fight, at the end of which the
mandolin player wished them well and left her flat for-
ever. Edward and Julie were engaged only a few days
after that and during the month he married her in
Elktown.

E dward got on the IRT downtown local at 42nd
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They went back to New York and started life to-
gether. He gave up mathematics, of course, and be-

4

came an accountant. She gave up painting and took to
going to antique shops once a week, bringing back
objects every now and then. It was not a bad life, even
if it had started out, perhaps, a bit on the contrived
side.

Three vears later Edward opened the door and
found Julie playing with their year-old daughter, shak-
ing a rattle and putting it deep into the baby’s mouth.
The scene was a pleasing one and he felt quite con-
tented until she looked up at him and he saw that she
was crying.

He put down his briefcase and asked her what was
wrong. She told him that their life had been an utter
waste. Everything she wanted she had not gotten —
everything that she had gotten she did not want. She
was surrounded by things, she told him, she had pre-
pared herself as a child to despise ¢ . And the worst of
it was that all of it was her own fault. She talked of
divorce but only by inference.

Realizing that the fault was all his, Edward said
that he would check up on some suburbs, get them a
nice-sized house and some activities for her during the
day. And so he did—all of it and they were very happy
for a while if gravely in debt—until he came home from
the circus one night with his daughter and found that
Julie, feet bare, had drowned herself in the bathtub.
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Julie got on the IRT downtown local at 42nd
Street for Greenwich Village. The train stopped at
32nd Street, 24th Street, 13th Street and the Statue
of Christ. As it turned out, she met her husband at this
party. It was a standard Greenwich Vilage we-are-
finding-ourselves party and he came in late, dressed all
wrong, his hands stretching his pockets out of shape.
He was already very drunk.

She was there with a boy named Vincent who
meant little to her but who played the mandolin beau-
tifully and sang her love songs. If the songs were
derivative and the motions a trifle forced—well, it was
a bad period for both of them and she took what
comfort she could. But when her husband-to-be came
over and spoke to her—his name was Edward as it
turned out-—she could see beyond his embarrassment
and her misery * that a certain period of her life and of
the mandolin-player’s was over. He wanted her tele-
phone number but because she didn’t believe in tele-
phones she gave him her address instead while Vincent
was off changing his clothes. She told him that she was
very unsure of herself.

Three days later, while she was still in bed, he
came with flowers and candy and told her that he could
not forget her. With a smile she invited him in and the
first time was very good—better than it had been with
Vincent, anyway. Edward was gone when Vincent



Hi AL

(=)

KT HAE 42 A b T ok o 2 0 A
PERERKEIRN, FIEL 324, 24
.13 ISR — 155, B L
RMRELSHMLRE - KHB, TR
AREMEREARTAKIFRERNE
o AEEE T, KBFHRAARE,
WFHAEOZF EORFELRE %8
BEGAT AR,

At it 5 — A W SCRRREA MK FAE
2o R P RAR AR T 4, Al B
—~FIFBFEH, A RE B AR RD
REHRHATERN, MELEHNE S
WrRE e —W, SISk, AR —
BORREMD H 7, i b A5 Bt o7 Mk
3 0 3C K 190 28 3o Ok JF F 1 ) BT 0F
Bf —— 5 R A5 M fth 4 Y T A —— B oL
MHFARBACHRBITLEERE
2, AERE -MBRSEREZERA
EHE-HBEHBCEEER, £URIEN
EMARRZER b R EAE G, T
FHAGTHIE, B A SRS T,
ki, MR CREE R ER A,

SRGHEHER FBT, e HE
FMERET A1 R id i fhis A
—% EAR X -KEKBT—RIE
BT BRSO R A R, TR K M I iR S a

@ misery n.
A A



B i3 cSee
8 * Gehenna

came later that evening and she told him that she had
been lusting after the sea all her life—now she at least
had found a pond. Then she told him what she and
Edward had done. He wept and cursed her. He told
her that she had betrayed everything of importance,
the small reality they had built together—but she was
firm. She said that lines must be drawn for once and
for all ® between the present and the possible.

After that she saw nothing of either Vincent or
Edward for a week. Then Edward came with a suit-
case. He said he had moved out of his parents’ home
and had come to marry her. She did not marry him
right away but they lived together for some week—one
evening she found a note in her mailbox, just like that,
saying that Vincent had committed suicide.

She never found out who had sent the note and
she never told Edward anything. But a week later
they were married in Yonkers and went to a resort
upstate, where they were happy for a few days.

The came back and bought furniture for her flat.
He dropped out of astronomy and became an industrial
research assistant—or something like that.

For a long time her days were simple—they were,
as a matter of fact, exactly like the days she had known
just before she met Edward —and the nights were
good, pretty good anyway. Then she became preg-
nant in a difficult sort of way and eventually the child,
Ann, was borm—a perfect child with small hands and a
musical capability. Edward said that they would have to



