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PART ONE

Mackintosh

A Man From Glasgow -






Mackmtosh
The People in This Story

Walker

Walker is an Englishman and he is sixty years .old. He has
been administrator® of the island of Talua for twenty-five
years. He is a strict ruler and a coarseA@, vulgar?D man, but
also very fair and honest®. The -older people of Talua re-
spect Walker and do what he tells them. Walker wants to
have roads made all over the island, but he does not like
spending government money. He forces the people of Talua.
to make the roads very cheaply.

Mackintosh

Mackintosh is also an Englishman, about thirty years old.
He has been on the island of Talua for only two years. He is
Walker’s assistant. His job is to help Walker rule the island,
~ but he does not like Walker. He thinks that Walker should
give the people of Talua more money for the work that they
do. But, he has learned that Walker is a proud man who
never listens to advice.

Manuma

Manuma is the son of the Chief of the village of Matautu.
He is twenty years old. He is one of the few people on
Talua who have ever left the island and visited another is--
land. Manuma went to the main island of Apia© to finish
his education. On Apia, Manuma learned that the govern-
ment pays the people a lot of money for making roads.
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Manuma knows that Walker pays far too little. Because
Manuma is young and has been to Apia, he is not afraid of
Walker like the other, older men on the island.

The Place of the Story

The island of Talua is one of the islands of the Samoan
Group. This group of islands lies in the south of the Pacific
Ocean. Somerset Maugham@ travelled all over the South
Seas® and many of his short stories happen in these islands.

The Time of the Story

The time of this story is about 1910, At that time the: Sa-
moan Group of Islands was part of the British Empire. All
the islands were ruled by a British. Governor who lived on
the main island of Apia. Each of the islands was ruled by an
Administrator. Because of the great distances between the
islands, the administrators could often rule just as they liked.

@ -administrator: X 2SR EHAITEKE., -
@ coarse: ¥,
- @ . vulgar: 1.
@ fair and honest: 2% IEBEi, . '
(® the main island of Apia: X EFH#T (L6 LR FEA TR
RIS ES S HER.
® Somerset Maugham: £48, L%‘d‘l}ﬁﬁ%&gflﬁgo
@ the South Seas: Ji5EF AT,



1. The Road

After breakfast Mackintosh walked across the dry grass
to a large hut that was his office. Although it was still early
in the morning, the heat was already making Mackintosh
feel uncomfortable. He had been on the island of Talua for
two years and he was not happy.

Mackintosh did not like the heat. Also, he could not
speak the language of the people of Talua and he was very
lonely. Before breakfast Mackintosh had tried to go for a
swim in the Pacific. But he had found the water warm and
salty. Also, he Could not go far out in the sea because of the
dangerous sharks™® :

Mackintosh went into the office. It was a large room
with two desks in it. The large desk belonged to Walker,
who was the administrator. Mackintosh worked at the other
desk which was much smaller and placed against the wall
on one side of the room.

. There was a bench along the other side of the room.
Some' of the villagers were sitting on this bench. They were
waiting for Walker who had not yet arrived. Mackintosh
said good morning to the villagers and sat down at his small
desk and began his work.

Mackintosh was a careful worker. Walker liked to talk
a lot but he did not like writing reports. Walker left all the
written work to Mackintosh.

-When Walker came into the office, all the villagers
stood up and tried to speak to him. The villagers wanted to
finish their business in the office and return home. Walker
shouted at them rudely and ordered them to sit down. He
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told them to be quiet or he would order the policeman to -
throw them all out of the office®,

Mackintosh hated to sit in the same office as Walker.
Mackintosh thought that Walker was rude to the people of
the island. But, strangely, the people of Talua seemed to like
Walker. Walker had been administrator for so many years
that the people looked on him as a father who was often
angry and rude. They were certainly afraid of Walker and
they always did what he ordered them to do.

Walker started the business and discussed the problems-
and questions that the villagers had brought to him. Mackin-
tosh sat quietly and tried to get on with his writing. But
Walker talked loudly and often shouted at the villagers. It
was so noisy that Mackintosh found it difficult to do any
work at all. \

It was nearly twelve o'clock before Walker came to®
the most important business of the morning. Walker had
kept four villagers from the village of Matautu waiting until
the end. Walker wanted these villagers to do some work for "
him. When all the other people had left, Walker called to the
four villagers and they came and stood in front of his desk.

Three of the men stood a little behind the tallest man.
This man’s name was Tangatu and he was the chief of the
village of Matautu. The other three were headmen® in the
village. -

“Greetings, Tangatu,” said Walker

Tangatu and the three headmen replied to Wa]kers
greetings but they did not seem very happy.

“I have called you to my office this moming,” Walker
continued, “to discuss a very important matter. You all
know how important it is for the people of Talua to have
good roads all over the island. The roads make life more
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comfortable for you. You can go quickly from one village to
another, and you can take your crops more easily to the
market.

‘ The men from Matautu stood and moved their heads to
show that they agreed with Walker. But they did not speak.
They were waiting for Walker to continue.

“I want you to make a road from your village of
Matautu,” said Walker. “There is no road going from your
village to the coast. This road would be very useful for you
and I want you to make this road.”

Walker stood up and showed the villagers of Matautu a
map of the island of Talua hung on the wall. Walker ex-
plained to them exactly where he wanted the road to go.
The roads that the villagers made were not like modern
roads The villagers simply cut down any trees- in the
way . Then they moved all the large stones to the sides and
the road was made. Walker told the villagers that it would
be very easy to make the road from Matautu to the coast.

When Walker had finished, there was silence in the
room. Tangatu and the three headmen stood in front of hls
desk and looked down at the floor.

“What's wrong with you?” asked Walker in a loud
voice. “Haven’t you understood what I have told you?”

There was another silence that lasted for a few mo-
ments. Then Tangatu lifted up his head and looked at Wal-
ker. Tangatu was very afraid of Walker, but at last he
spoke.

“How much will you pay us for making this road?”
Tangatu asked quietly and fearfully.

Walker was surprised at Tangatu’s question. And Mack-
intosh stopped writing altogether™ in order to listen to what
was happening,



“I will pay you what I have always paid for making
roads,” shouted Walker.”I will pay you twenty pounds.”

Walker was a small man with a large, fat face. As he
was speaking to Tangatu, his face was becoming red with
anger.

Tangatu and the three headmen again stood in silence.
Tangatu felt very afraid but at last he spoke.

“That is not enough,” said Tangatu.“ Wé must have one
hundred pounds for making this road.”

There was a long silence in the office. Mackintosh was
very surprised. He had never heard anyone defy® Walker
before. Mackintosh looked at Walker. Walker's face became
redder and redder. Walker had been administrator of Talua
for twenty-five years and this was the first time that a villa-
ger had defied him. Tangatu and his companions looked at
the floor. They were too afraid to look at Walker.

Walker stood up. He was not a tall man but he looked
frightening. He shouted at the villagers and insulted them.

“You must have gone mad,” Walker cried loudly.“Or do
you think that I am becoming foolish as I grow older?”

The villagers from Matautu stood in silence. They did
not try to argue with Walker. They knew that if anyone
argued with Walker, Walker always won.

Walker was surprised at their silence. He was used to
arguing with the people of Talua and he always won the
argument. Walker’s shouting got louder and louder, but Tan-
gatu and the others refused to reply. At last Walker realized
that he could not make them speak.

He stopped shouting and spoke quietly to Tangatu

“Will you make this road or not?” Walker asked quietly.

“We will make this road if you pay us one hundred
pounds,” replied Tangatu.
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“You are mad,” Walker shouted at him. “Go back to
Matautu and think about it. I will come to your village in
three days’ time. If you have not started to make the road
by then, there will be great trouble for you.”

Then he ordered them out of the office and Walker and

Mackintosh were left alone.

sharks: i1,

throw them all out of the office: fE‘,ﬂMﬂﬁMJ‘J‘/ \iﬁfﬂ %
came to: REI, FFiG4bFE,

headmen: £ A (+F#LH),

in the way: P4PEHY, HUiRHY,

stopped writing altogether: FHEIEHE,

defy: SRiEH, H#H. :

OPOEOOO

2. The Quarrel Continues

After Tangatu and the three headmeén left the office,Mackin-
tosh sat in silence. He pretended to be busy at his work and
wend On writing. Walker was very angry and he could not

keep qlf.“et

“Well muckmtosh what do you thmk of th:s? asked
Walker. :

Mackintosh did not know what to say in reply and he
kept quiet.

“I know the reason for this,” continued Walker.“It-is
that young man, Manuma. He has been’ puttmg ideas into

the heads of the villagers.”
“Who is"Manuma?” asked Mackintosh.
“Manuma is the son of Tangatu,” replied Walker. “And
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his head is full of foolish ideas®. It is all my fault. It was me
who sent Manuma to school on the island. of Apia te finish
his education. _ : . S

“When Manuma was on Apia,” Walker continued, “he
saw how foolish the government there is. The government
on Apia pay the people far too much money for making
roads or doing anything else. Now Manuma has come back
from Apia,he thinks that he knows more than anyone else
on Talua.”

“What has he been doing?” asked Mackmtosh

“Manuma has been speaking to his father and. the head-
men,” replied Walker.“He has told them how much money. °
the people on Apia are paid for making roads. Manuma has
filled them with greed and they hope that they can get the
same money here. But I will teach the people of Matautu a
. lesson. When I have finished with them they will never defy
me again.”

Mackintosh knew that Walker received.a lot of money
from the government on Apia for making roads. But Walker
did not like to spend this money. Walker was.-an honest
man. He did not keep the government money. for: himself,
but he refused to spend it. Walker tried to- get:everythm% on
Talua done as cheaply as possible. Mackintosh thougkt that
this was wrong. He believed, that Walker M more
money to the people on Talua. - .-—-

“But why don’t you pay these villagers some more
money?” Mackintosh asked Walker. “The government on
Apia gives you plenty of money for making foads. ¥ou nev-
er spend all that you are given. Perhaps these villagers of
Matautu are askmg for too much.: But if you cannot pay
them . one’hundred pounds, - Why don’t you pay them fifty
pounds?” .
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“T will pay them twenty pounds and not a penny more,”
Walker replied angrily. “If I give them more money, what
will they do with it? They will. buy whisky and foolish
things®. All the money that I give them will go into the
pockets of greedy and dishonest traders.”

Mackintosh knew that Walker was a stubborn man who
never listened to advice. Mackintosh knew that he could not
persuade Walker to change his mind. Walker was correct -
when he said that the people of Talua spent a lot-of their
money on whisky. But Mackintosh still thought that.it was
wrong of Walker to give them so little.

“What are you going to do, then?” Mar;kmtosh asked
Walker.

“I will go out to Matautu on Monday,” replied Walker
“and see if they have started work. If they haven't started
work, I will think of a way to force them to make the road.”

_ Mackintosh did not reply .to this and the two men soon
left the office and went off together for lunch.

While. Walker and Mackintdsh were sitting- at lunch,
Tangatu and the headmen were back in -their, village of
Matautu. They were sitting .outside Tangatu's hut and
Manuma was sitting with.them. He was listening .eagerly to
his father.Tangatu told Manuma about everything that had
happened in Walker’s office:

Walker had guessed correctly. Manuma had encouraged
his father and the headmen to defy Walker. Marfuma had
told them many stories about life on Apia. He had said that
Walker should pay one‘g?%d_ecl_goun s to the villagers. for
making the road. Manudya:zlad; alse @sedw them not to
argue with Walker. Manama-knew that¢Waiker always won
an argument. When Mafiuma: keard hat ymey had stood si-
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