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ABSTRACT

It has been an important subject for Tibetologists at home and
abroad to study how dynasties in Chinese history successively ruled
Tibetan area, namely Tibetan Autonomous Region of People’s Re-
public of China at present time. It has also been one of the main fo-
cuses to which many people who are interested in Tibet give their
attention. Political and economic policies formulated by the Yuan
and the Ming dynasties for the Tibetan area have been studied rela-
tively thoroughly, but that of the Qing dynasty have not been stud-
ied systematically and all-sided so far. Accumulated historical mate-
rials in Chinese, Tibetan and English published in recent years, by
means of combining annals style and monographic study, the author
try to expound systematically the policies that the Qing dynasty
worked out for the Tibetan area in the different periods. The book
is composed of eight chapters. The main idea and content of each
chapter are as follows:

Chapter one: The author discusses simply how dgav-ldan-pho-
brang local government was established and what nature it was.
Gushi Khan, the chief of Qosot Mongols, united the Tibetan area
by means of strong Mongolia army and helped the Yellow-Hat sect
to set up dgav-ldan-pho-brang local government in 1637-1642.
Manyscholars hold different views about the regime of Tibetan area
and the policies carried out by the Qing dynasty in Tibetan area, as
they have different standpoints about the nature of dgav-ldan-pho-
brang local government. The author of this treatise considers that

dgav-ldan-pho-brang government was a local coalition government
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of Mongol and Tibet that was one of the bases on which the Qing
dynasty made its early policies towards the Tibetan area.

Chapter two: The author expounds briefly the policies of the
early Qing dynasty towards Tibet. The relationship between the
Qing and the Tibetan area was established before 1644. Soon after
the Qing army seized Beijing, the Tibetan ruling class recognized
the reign of the Qing monarch voluntarily and peacefully . In
1652the fifth Dalai Lama paid his respects in Beijng to the emperor
ShunZhi, who, in the following year, granted him the title of *
Buddha of Great Compassion in the West, leader of the Buddhist
Faith Beneath the Sky, Hold of the Vajra, the Dalai Lama”.
Meanwhile, Gushi Khan, the Mongol chief, was also bestowed the
title of the Obedient and Protecting Dharma Khan by the emperor.
Then the fifth Dalai Lama has authorized to take charge of the reli-
gious affairs in the Tibetan and Mongolian areas and Gushi Khan
manages the local government affairs separately. In 1713 the fifth
Panchen Lama was granted the title of ” Panchen Erdeni”. From
that time the two greatest incarnation system of the Yellow-Hat
Sect were established in the Tibetan area by the Qing dynasty.
However, the Qing ruled the Tibetan area indirectly through Qosot
Mongol till 1717.

Chapter three: The author elaborates the policies and systems
practiced by the Qing dynasty in Tibetan area in 1720-1751. In1720
army of the Qing imperial court escorted the seventh Dal.ai Lama to
Lhasa and driven out Dsunggar aggressors. It was the first time
that the Qing dynasty dispatched army to the Tibetan area. After-
ward, The Qing dynasty took local feudal lords of Tibet as perform-
ers of its policies and appointed five ministers (kalon) who jointly
took charge of the administrative affairs of the Tibetan area. In ad-
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dition, 3000 soldiers were stationed in Tibetan area as garrison. In
1727, after suppressing an internal disorder in Tibet, the Qing dy-
nasty began to appoint Grand Minister Residents of Tibet to super-
vise the Tibetan area. 1n 1727-1750Junwang pho-lha-nas and his
second son vgyur-med-rnam -rgyal wasin charge of the administra-
tive affairs of Tibet in succession in accordance with the order of the
Qing emperor. In 1751 the Kashag-the administrative council of the
Tibetan local government composed of four ministers (kalon) --was
officially set up in Tibet. From that time the Dalai Lama became
the highest-ranking chief of Kashag and the regime that combined
the political and religious powers was established in Tibet until
1959.

Chapter four: Regent institution is the main topic to been
pounded in this chapter. However, it is not the author’ intention to
write a chronicle of Tibet in the 18th and 19th centuries. When did
the regent system begin ? The author of this treatise agrees with
those scholars” view that the first regent in Tibetan history was ap-
pointed in 1757 by the Qing emperor. Regents played an important
role during the last two centuries in the Tibetan history. As a mat-
ter of fact, the regents were invariably the actual rulers of Tibetan
area in 1757-1895. There were thirteen regents in Qing dynasty
who successively handled general administrative affairs in compli-
ance with the order of Grand Minister Residents of Tibet whose of-
ficial position prior to the regent. The regent system maintained the
regime that combined the political and religious powers and limited
secular powers of the feudal lords in Tibet.

Chapter five; The author expounds mainly about the new poli-
cies of the Qing towards Tibet during 1900-1911. According to

times and contents of the new policies , the author pointed out that
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the practicing of the new policies in Tibet experienced three differ-
ent periods. The Qing ruler recognized the serious situation of Tibet
and ordered Fengquan, who was appointed vice-Grand Minister
Resident of Tibet in 1904, performed some new measures in Tibet
during the first period (1900-1906). Zhangyingtang, who was ap-
pointed vice-Dutong and arrived in Lhasa in 1906, claimed his re-
form programs during the second period (1906. 10-1907. 5). As
the last Grand Minister Resident of Tibet in the Qing dynasty,
Lianyu, who was appointed vice-Grand Minister Resident of Tibet
in 1905 and Grand Minister Resident of Tibet in1906, executed
some new policies in Tibetan area during the third period (1907-
1911). However, except some objective results, the author is afraid
that the new policies of the late Qing dynasty towards Tibet bore on
few positive nature.

Chapter six: The economic policy of the Qing imperial court in
Tibet is the main topic in this chapter. The Qing dynasty not only
exempted from taxation in the Tibetan area, but also offered a lot of
financial aid to Tibet every year in order to maintain Tibetan local
government. Grand Minister Residents of Tibet supervised financial
affairs of Tibet after 1793 reform. The Qing imperial court laid
down special trade and money policies for the Tibetan area. Those
policies kept Tibet steady and promoted economic development of
the feudal serfdom of the Tibetan area in a certain sense. In the late
time of the Qing dynasty western imperialists launched economic in-
vasion of Tibet and the Qing government made toward wrong poli-
cies for the Tibetan area.

Chapter seven : The author focuses discussion in this chapter on
the religious policy of the Qing dynasty in Tibet. As religion had
kept a tremendous influence on almost every aspect of the Tibetan
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society, especially the Yellow-Hat sect which had become a predom-
inance religious and political force in the Tibet and Mongolian area
since 17th century, the Qing ruler spared no pains tc support
spreading and development of the Yellow-Hat sect in Tibet and
Mongolia in order to keep steady of Tibet and Monglia. Through
the institution of ” Drawing A Lot From The Golden Urn ” pre-
scribed by the Qing dynasty in 1793 , the Qing dynasty not only
used it effectively for the selection of living Buddha of the Yellow-
Hat Sect, but also accomplished and amended the reincarnation sys-
tem of the Yellow-Hat Sect. The tribute-paying systermn was also an
important religious policy in regard to Tibet . It showed undoubtful-
ly Tibet’s subordination to the Qing central government. In brief,
the religious policy of the Qing imperial court in the Tibetan and
Mongolian area seriously hindered development of the Tibetan and
Mongolian society.

Chapter eight: In the last chapter of this dissertation the au-
thor discusses administrative situation, legislation and garrison sys-
tem of Tibet in the Qing dynasty. As one of the special administra-
tive regions , Grand Minister Residents of Tibet was the highest-
ranking official appointed by the Qing emperor in Tibet. It was
1728 when the Qing imperial court began to appoint Grand Minister
Residents of Tibet. Neigexueshi Sengge and vice-Dutong Mailu was
the first Grand Minister Residents of Tibet. According to the views
of the author, the time that Grand Minister Residents of Tibet per-
formed his power in Tibet may be divided into four different peri-
ods. Grand Minister Residents of Tibet managed almost every great
affair in each field of the Tibetan area during 1793-1844.” The
Laws of Lifanyuan” was the statute book in which recorded legal

provisions formulat'ed by the Qing dynasty for minority areas . Legal

5



articles draw up specially for the Tibetan area and recorded in ” The
Laws of Lifanyuan” should be played more attention to. The garri-
son system established by the Qing imperial court in Tibet stated
clearly that the Qing dynasty exercised its sovereignty over Tibet
completely. In the last part of this chapter the author introduces the
general situation of how the garrison system was set up and the con-
crete situation of garrison troops in the Tibetan area.

In a word, all policies laid down by the Qing dynasty for Tibet
made clear that the Qing Dynasty, after the Yuan and Ming, had
exercised completely sovereignty over Tibet during nearly three cen-
turies. In addition, those policies of the Qing dynasty in Tibet,
generally speaking, strengthened the unification of China and pro-
moted the economic development of the Tibetan feudal serf society

to some degree.



