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DOwWN THE RABBIT-HOLE

A rabbit with a watch

Alice had nothing to do. She was sitting by the river
with her big sister, but that was not interesting.
Once or twice she looked at the book her sister was
reading. There were no pictures in it. ‘What good is 3
a book without pictures? Alice thought.
It was very hot and she felt tired. Then, quite
suddenly, she saw a rabbit. It was a white rabbit and
it had pink eyes. It ran close by her.
This was not very strange, Alice thought. She knew 1o
that lots of rabbits lived near the river.
Then Alice heard the rabbit speak. He said to
himself, ‘Oh dear, oh dear, I am going
o to be late.’ Alice was not too
surprised. She thought all 15
animals could speak.
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2 ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND

Then the rabbit took a watch out of his coat
pocket. He looked at the watch, put it back in his
pocket, and hurried on. That did surprise Alice. She
had never seen a rabbit wearing a coat before, or
using a watch. She stood up quickly and ran across
the field after the rabbit. Then she saw it go into a
large rabbit-hole.

Down the rabbit-hole

Alice went into the hole after the rabbit. Alice could
not see very well. Suddenly she was falling. She was
falling down and down into a very deep hole.

Alice fell quite slowly. She had time to
look at the things around her. She looked
at the sides of the hole. She could see
lots of cupboards and shelves. She took
a jar from one of the shelves. The words
ORANGE JAM were written on it. Alice | ik
liked eating jam, but she had never heard ===\
of orange jam before. She opened the jar,
but it was empty. She put it back carefully.

Down, down, down. Would the fall never come
to an end? ‘How many miles have I fallen now? she
asked herself. ‘I must be getting somewhere near
the centre of the earth.’ Suddenly, she stopped. She
fell on to some dry leaves and sticks.

Alice was not hurt. She jumped up quickly on to
her feet. In front of her was another long tunnel.
She saw the White Rabbit. He was hurrying down it.
Alice ran after him quickly. She heard him say, ‘Oh
dear, oh dear, it is very, very late.” Then he went
round a corner. When Alice got to the corner she
couldn’t see him anywhere.
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Down THE RABBIT-HOLE 3

The beautiful garden

She was standing in a long, low hall. There were lots
of lights hanging from the ceiling. There were doors
all round the hall. Alice tried to open them. They
were all locked. 5

She saw a little glass table with three legs. There
was a small gold key on it. Then she noticed a low
curtain. Behind it was a little door about fifteen
inches high. She tried the little gold key in the lock.
The door opened. 10

Alice bent down and looked through. She saw a
small tunnel and, at the end of it, a very beautiful
garden. ‘Oh, I would like to go into that nice garden,’
she thought. But she was too big to get into the
tunnel. ‘I wish I could make myself smaller,” thought 15
Alice.

She locked the little door and went back to the
table. This time she found a little bottle on
the table. She put the key on the table
and picked up the bottle.

“This wasn't here before,” Alice
said. Round the bottle was a
paper label with the words
DRINK ME on it.
First Alice tasted
it carefully. It was
very nice, so then
she drank it all.
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4 ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND

Alice grows smaller

"What a strange feeling,” said Alice. "Everything seems
to be getting bigger. Perhaps 1 am getting smaller.’
She was getting smaller. She was now only ten inches
high.

She felt very happy. She was just the right size to
go through the little door into that lovely garden.

When she arrived at the door she found she had
forgotten to bring the little gold key. When she went
back to the table it was too high for her. So she sat
down and cried.

Well, well, it is silly to cry like that,” Alice said to
herself. *Stop crying at once.’

Then she saw a little glass box under the table.
There was a very small cake inside it, with the words
EAT ME on it.

‘Well, I'll eat it,” said Alice, ‘Perhaps it will make
me grow bigger. Then I can reach the key. If it makes
me grow smaller, I can go under the door. I'll get
into the garden one way or the other.’

She ate a little of the cake. She put her hand on to
the top of her head. She wanted to see which way
she was growing. She was quite surprised. Nothing
was happening. So, very quickly, she ate the whole
cake.
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THE POOL OF TEARS

Alice cries again

‘This feels very strange,” said Alice. ‘Now I'm getting
bigger again.’ She looked down at her feet. They
were far away.

Just then, her head hit the roof of the hall. She was 5
now more than nine feet high. She could get the key
easily. She picked it up and ran up to the garden
door. But, of course, the tunnel was much too small.
Poor Alice. She would never be able to get into the
lovely garden. She sat down and began to cry again. 10

‘What a silly girl,” she said to herself, ‘to cry like
this. Stop at once, I tell you!’ But she went on crying.
The tears from her eyes made a big pool all round
her. It was four inches deep and went right =
down the hall. #

A short time later she heard
the sound of someone walking.
Quickly she dried her
eyes. It was the White
Rabbit. He had two
beautiful white gloves in
one hand and a large fan
in the other. He was
saying to himself, “The
Duchess will be angry if
I keep her waiting.

Oh the Duchess,
the Duchess!’
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6 ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND

By now Alice was getting tired of sitting on the
floor. When the White Rabbit came near her, Alice
decided to ask him for help. ‘Please, sir,” she said in a
quiet, shy voice. The White Rabbit saw Alice. He was
so frightened that he dropped his fan and his gloves.
Then he ran away down the hall as fast as he could.

Into the garden

Alice picked up the fan. She began fanning herself,
because the hall was very hot. All the time she kept
saying to herself, ‘Well, well, how strange everything
is today. Did I change in the night? Was I the same
when 1 got up this morning? If 'm not the same, the
next question is, “Who am 1?””

Just then she looked down at her hands. She was
surprised to see that she had put on one of the
White Rabbit’s white gloves while she was talking.
‘How can I have done that” she thought. ‘I must be
growing small again.” Then she got up and went
to the table. She found that she was now about
two feet high, and getting smaller and smaller very
quickly.

‘And now for the garden,’ said Alice. Quickly, she
ran to the little door. But it was locked. She looked
for the little golden key. She did not have it. It was
lying on top of the table again.

‘Now I am smaller than I was before, said Alice. As
she said this she fell into salt water that came right
up to her neck.

Alice thought that she had fallen into the sea. But
then she remembered. When she was nine feet high,

she had been crying. Now she was swimming in
a pool of tears.



THE POooL OF TEARS 7

The Mouse

‘1 wish I hadn’t cried so much,’ said Alice, as she
swam around. Just then she heard something
swimming in the water. It was making a lot of noise.
At first she thought it must be an elephant, but it was
only a mouse. It had fallen into the pool of tears, too.

‘Shall 1 speak to that mouse?’ Alice thought to
herself. ‘Oh, Mouse,” she began, ‘do you know the
way out of this pool? I am very tired of swimming
around here.’

The Mouse didn't say anything. ‘Perhaps it doesn’t
speak English,” thought Alice. ‘Perhaps it is a French
mouse.’

Alice only knew one word in French. It was the
word for ‘cat’. She tried saying that.

When she said this, the Mouse was very frightened.
It jumped right out of the water. ‘Oh, I am sorry,” said
Alice, in English, ‘I forgot that you didn't like cats.’

“Would you like cats if you were a mouse? replied
the Mouse. It spoke in English too.

‘Well, perhaps not,’ said Alice, ‘but don’t be angry.
I wish I could show you our cat. I think you would
like her. Her name is Dinah. She is very nice to touch.
And she’s very good at catching mice. Oh, I'm sorry,’
Alice said quickly, ‘we won’t talk about her again.’

‘No, we won't,” said the Mouse. It was so frightened
that it was shaking right down to the end of its tail.

‘Our family always hated cats. Please don’t let me
hear the name “cat” again.’

Strange animals

Oh, no, I won’t, said Alice, because now she wanted
to talk about something else. ‘Do you like dogs?’
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8 ALICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND

The Mouse did not answer. But Alice went on. There
is a very nice little dog near our house. He has big
brown eyes. If you throw things to him he picks
them up and brings them back to you. He belongs
to a farmer. The farmer says he’s very useful. He kills
all the rats and ... oh dear,’ said Alice.

‘But it was too late. The Mouse was swimming
away from her as fast as it could.

She called softly after it. ‘Mouse dear, do come
back again. We won't talk about cats or dogs if you
don't like them.” When the Mouse heard this, it swam
slowly back to her. Its face was quite white. In a low,
quiet voice it said, ‘Let us swim to the land.’

‘That is a good idea,” thought Alice. The pool was
getting quite crowded. Four birds — a duck, a dodo,
a parrot and a small eagle were swimming close to
her. There were some other
strange animals near her,
too. Alice went first. The -
animals swam after her, . ;
until they all got to
the dry land




A CAvucus RACE

The Dodo’s idea

The animals sitting on the dry land looked very, very
tunny. They were all very wet.

First they had to get dry again. Everybody talked
about what they should do. After a few minutes, Alice
was talking to everybody, just as if they were old
friends. She even had a long argument with the
Parrot. He became quite angry. He said to Alice, ‘I am
older than you and so I must know more than you!’

‘Well, how old are you? asked Alice. But the Parrot
would not tell her.

Then the Dodo said, ‘A Caucus race would get us
dry.”

"What is a Caucus race? said Alice. She didn't really
want to know, but she thought it would be polite to
ask. _

Well,” said the Dodo, ‘the best way to explain it is
to do it

The race

First the Dodo marked out a very big circle on the
ground. Then everybody had to stand on different
parts of the circle. Nobody called out, ‘One, two,
three, go!” You could start running when you wanted.
You could run anywhere you liked. When you felt
tired, you could stop. It wasn’t easy to know when
the race began or when it finished.
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10 ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND

After half an hour everybody was
dry again. The Dodo called
out, ‘The race is over.” A
the animals sat down.
Someone asked

The Dodo thought carefully. He
sat for a long time with his hand on
his head. Everybody waited silently.
10 At last the Dodo said, ‘Everybody has won, and
everybody must have a prize’
‘But who is to give the prizes? everybody asked.
‘Well, she is of course,” said the Dodo, pointing to

Alice with one finger. Everybody crowded round
15 her calling, ‘Prizes! Prizes!’

Alice gets a prize

Alice did not know what to do. She put her hands
into her pockets and pulled out a bag of sweets.
She gave one to everybody. There were just enough.

20 ‘But she must have a prize, too,” said the Mouse.
‘Of course,” the Dodo replied. He turned to Alice

and said, ‘What else have you got in your pocket?

P NI .

e S e o . P e )



A Cauvcus Race 11

‘Only a button,” said Alice sadly.

‘Give it to me,’ said the Dodo.

Then they all crowded round her once more.
The Dodo gave the button to Alice. ‘Ladies and
gentlemen,” he said. ‘I give Alice this prize for
winning the Caucus Race.” Everybody was pleased,
and they all shouted with excitement.

Alice wanted to laugh but the animals looked very
serious. She couldn’t think of anything to say. She
just took the button and gave a little bow.

The birds are frightened

Then everybody ate the sweets. The animals made
a lot of noise. Some thought the sweets were too big.
The larger animals said the sweets were so small
they could not taste them.

When everybody had finished, Alice began to
think of Dinah the cat. She suddenly said, ‘I wish
Dinah was here.’

‘And who is Dinah? asked the Parrot.

‘Dinah’s our cat,” Alice replied. ‘She is very good
at catching mice. And I wish you could see her
chasing the birds. She can catch them and eat
them very quickly.’

Everyone went very quiet. One by one the birds
hurried away. Soon all the animals had gone and
Alice was by herself.

‘I wish I hadn’t said anything about Dinah," she
said sadly. ‘Nobody seems to like her down here.
I'm sure she’s the best cat in the world.” Then poor
Alice began to cry. She felt very sad.

A little while later, she heard the sound of feet
again.
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THE WHITE RABBIT’S HOUSE

Gloves for the White Rabbit

It was the White Rabbit again. He seemed to be
looking for something. He was saying to himself,
“The Duchess, the Duchess. Oh, she will be so angry
with me. Where can I have dropped them? Alice
thought that he meant his fan and his white gloves,
so she began to look for them too. But she couldn’t
see them anywhere.

Very soon the White Rabbit saw Alice. In an angry
voice he called out, ‘Well, Mary Ann, what are you
doing here? Go home immediately and bring me
some clean gloves and a fan! Quick now!” Alice was
frightened. She jumped up and ran to where the
rabbit was pointing. She did not stop to tell the rabbit
that he had made a mistake.

‘He thinks I am his servant,’ she said to herself as
she ran. ‘He will be very surprised when he finds
out I am not Mary Ann. But I'll look for his fan and
his gloves, if I can find them.’

Just then she came to a little house with the name
W. RABBIT written on the door. She went in without
knocking and hurried up the stairs. She was a little
frightened that the real Mary Ann would meet her.
Would Mary Ann make her leave the house before
she could find the fan and gloves?

‘How strange it seems,” Alice said to herself, ‘to be
looking for gloves for a rabbit.’



