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PREFACE

Along with the development of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign
Language has come an increase in specialized teaching materials. For
a number of years, the functional approach has been widely used
with the focus for teaching the language being to develop the
student’s ability to communicate effectively. Good results have been
obtained in recent years by using teaching materials based on such a
functional approach. Most of these materials have been specifically
prepared for short term classes, a particular level of spoken Chinese,
or for a specialized area such as travel or business. With these goals
and clientele clearly defined, it seemed unneccessary to address is-
sues of grammatical structure.

But is it possibie to achieve a more balanced approach in teach-
ing elementary Chinese, to move from the structural framework to
the functional framework while giving equal weight to both? Al-
though this is a theoretical question, it is also a practical problem
which needs a solution. Therefore in this text, we have experiment-
ed a bit with a new approach. We have chosen lively but practical
situations and have given attention to function and structure so that
there is equal emphasis on all three.

The complete set has three volumes with Volumes One and
Two containing 30 lessons each; the third volume has 20 lessons.
We have chosen ten special topics to be used throughout the 60
lessons in the first two volumes. Each lesson introduces some vocab-
ulary necessary for these topics, there are six units of ten lessons
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each and in each succeeding unit the same topics are treated with
greater complexity in terms of vocabulary and grammatical struc-
ture. This allows students to consolidate what they have learned and
progress to a more advanced use of language rather than simply to a-
mass new vocabulary itemns.

The ten topics are (1) introducing oneself; (2) talking about
others; (3) marriage and family; (4) requests, suggestions, and
advice; (35) location and directions; (6) numbers and time; (7) de-
scriptions; (8) likes and favorite things; (9) culture and education;

and (10) behavior.

To illustrate the way each topic appears in the various units,
number 5, location and directions, is treated as follows:

Unit One, Asking for simple directions

Unit Two, Getting a room in a hotel, finding a seat in the the-
ater

Unit Three, Complicated directions, searching for a key, lock-
ing at photographs

Unit Four, Taking a bus, describing the location of a place

Unite Six, Taking a train, taking a plane, international travel.

The choice and arrangement of the lessons takes the students
beyond classroom and school, giving them a stronger and more prac-
tical vocabulary. The close relationship between cultural understand-
ing and language use is given emphasis as well. The organization and
integration of topics and teaching strategies makes this a very practi-
cal text. We have used the basic principle of language learning, that
the beginning student must advance from simple language structures
to more difficult ones, in our overall plan so that topic content,
function, and structure are blended into one organic whole. Fur-
thermore, like the subject matter, the points of grammar are also re-
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peated. For example, in Lesson One the “shi” sentence is ad-
dressed; in Lesson Two, and again in Lesson Eleven of Unit Two,
it is repeated.

There are no specific lessons on pronunciation. At the begin-
ning of the series there is a simple introduction to Chinese pronuncia-
tion based on a comparison with English. However, mastery of pro-
nunciation and intonation is addressed throughout, with most em-
phasis given in the first ten lessons, primarily through exercises.
The number of exercises included and the emphasis on vocabulary
choice and control are unique features of this series. Volumes One
and Two have about 1700 words, 84.5% of which are included in
the HSK list of commonly used expressions.

Volume Three is relatively independent from the other two.
Special features of Volume Three are the supplementary readings on
related topics that come with each lesson and the broad choice of
subject matter. Topics include Chinese Culture, Comparison of Chi-
nese and Western Cultures, Current Issues, and Life as an Interna-
tional Student. The readings are interesting and lively, the language
is natural and practical.

We would like to express appreciation to Thelma Chow for
writing the English Preface.
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