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Read the following texts and answer the guestions which accom-
pany them by choosing A, B, C or D. Mark your answer on Answer
sheet 1.

FEXT 7

In 1961, scientists set up gigantic, sensitive apparatus to col-
lect radio waves from the far reaches of space, hoping to discover
in them some mathematical pattern indicating that the waves were
sent out by other intelligent beings. The first attempt failed; but
someday the experiment may succeed.

What reason is there to think that we may actually detect in—
telligent life in outer space? To begin with, modern theories of the
development of stars suggest that almost every star has some sort
of family of planets. So any star like our own sun (and there are
billions of such stars in the universe) is likely to have a planet situ—
ated at such a distance that it would receive about the same amount
of radiation as the earth.

Furthermore, such a planet would probably have the same
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| general composition as our own; so, allowing a billion years or

two—or three—there would be a very good chance for life to de—
velop, if current theories of the origin of life are correct.
But intelligent life? Life that has reached the stage of being
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able to send radic waves out into space in a deliberate pattemn? Qur f
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| own planet may have been in existence for five billion years and
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.| may have had life on it for two billion, but it is only in the last fifty
years that intelligent life capable of sending radio waves into space [’
has lived on earth. From this it might seem that even if there were
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no technical problems involved, the chance of receiving signals from
any particular earth~type planet would be extremely small.

b

This does not mean that intelligent life at our level does not
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- exist somewhere. There is such an unimaginable number of stars
that, even at such miserable odds, it seems certain that there are
millions of intelligent life forms scattered through space. The only

X

trouble is, none may be within hailing distance of us. Perhaps none
ever will be; perhaps the appalling distances that separate us from
our fellow denizens of this universe will forever remain too great to

be conquered. And yet it is conceivable that someday we may come
across one of them or, frighteningly, one of them may come across
us. What would they be like, these exiraterrestrial creatures?
1. What is the main topic of the passage?

A. Intelligent life forms on other planets.

B. Various stages undergone by the intelligent life on other

planets.
C Grounds for the assumption about probsble existence of
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intelligent life on other planets.
D. The possibility of intelligent life existing on our planet.
2. Had radio waves from another planet reached our pianet one
hundred years ago, the earth would have
A. sent an immediate answer B. replied after a few years
C. sent no answer at all D. given a short reply only
3. Which of the foliowing can be inferred from the passage?
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%;% A An encounter 1s probable between people from the earth %:,g:
B and inteligent beings from another planet. m : ]
?\éi B. Though the first attempt falled, scientists did discover the [ E
"’”w radio waves sent out by other intelligent beings. Zi;;m
C. Other intelligent beings were able to send out radio waves g,ﬁ;ﬁ
into space well before the last fifty years. 8

D. The author was certain that there were millions of intelli-
gent beingsscattered in space but only they were beyond
hailing distance of us.

4. What point 1s the author making by stating that almost every
star has some sort of family of planets?

A. Sooner or later intelligent beings wili be found on ¢ne of
the stars,

B. There must be one or two of the planets on which there

~ are no intelligent beings.

C. There are sufficient planets for there to be one that enjoys
the same conditions as the earth does.

D. One or two hiilion years later intelligent beings will gener—
ate on those planets.

5. Accerding 1o the author, what is the difference between “we
may come across one of thermn” and “one of them may come
across us”?

A. The earth would he dangerously disadvantaged if it is
sought after by possibly much more developed creatures.

B. It would prove that there are alarmingly too many extra—
terrestrial intelligent beings if “one of them comes across
us”

C. The history of the development of the earth would be
proved te be shorter than that of “them™ if “they” come
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after us.
D. It would prove that the distance in between is not so great
as we think if “we come across one of them” someday.
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TEXT 2

The whole process of summarizing implies an ability to make |
decisions. You have to decide what the author's plan is, how the .
material has been organized, what the key ideas are, and what
material is used merely as example. You will not find the technique
of summarizing easy at first because it requires so many decisions.
But your efficiency in making summaries, as well as your general
reading efficiency, will increase in proportion to the time and effort
vou spend on perfecting your note—taking technique.

Your final summary should reflect clearly and accurately what
the author has said. An inaccurate summary may be worse than no
summary at all. An effective method of testing the quality of your
surmnmary is to set it aside for a month or two and then reread it. If
it still recalls the essential information for you and seems to express
the material in a clear and exact manner, you have done a good
job. If it does not, make another attempt. This time you will do a
better job. This method, incidentally, may well be applied to other
types of writing. Many young writers have been advised to put their
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material aside for a while. If a piece of writing seems as good a year
or two later as the day they finished it, they can begin to feel that it

will stand the test of time. The same thing, of course, applies to
what someone else has written and you have read. lf you think a

book you read several years ago was the best you have known,
reread it. Don't be surprised if you find yourself sadly disappointed.
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Good summaries serve many purposes. Everyone, from pro—

essional to houseperson, needs and uses them. Doctors may have
| to summarize a report of their findings in a particular case for a
| medical board. They will have to read the summaries of other doc—
ors and summaries of the latest medical research in their field.

WNeTRRE

| Lawyers need to prepare a summary, or briet, of their cases before
they present it in court. Their summary usually takes the form of a
sentenice outline, and many an early career is hurt by an inability to

N

present a clear and accurate brief. A junior executive may write a
summary of a long report for the president of the company. Elec—
trical engineers will summarize their findings to formulate their plans.

& vy

A student prepares summaries for use in a term paper.
1. Accerding 1o the author,,.
A. those who are skillful in making summaries are generally
decision—-makers
B. one has to decide whether or not a summary is necessary
betore he actually makes one
C. the more notes vou take while reading, the more efficient
you are in making summaries
D. to improve your summary—making efficiency, you had better
spend more time and effort on practising your note—
taking technique
2. The author mainly discuss in the second paragraph.
A. the quality of a summary
B. an effective method of making a summary
C. an example of the inaccurate summary
D. a way to recall the essential information of a summary
3. Many young writers have been advised to put their writings
aside for a while .
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A. to wait for comments from their readers MM&E%%

B. to see if their works are still good in the future :

C. to see if there is any change to make

D. to see if the method of writing summaries applies to other
types of writing

4, “If it does not, make another attempt” {(para. 2). In this

sentence, “make another attempt® means .

A. try to make another summary

l’, B. try to test the quality of your summary once more \i
g C. try to set aside your summary for a little longer and then A :
reread it R
: D. try to recall the essential things once again g :
3 5. The author develops the last paragraph by . £ 1}
i A. listing many purposes good summaries may serve # 1
| B. citing some examples of how 1o make a good summary | & |
I C. giving some instances of the correct use of summaries § I
; D. illustrating all possible forms of summary that are widely | 4 :
i used nowadays %\ i
| # |
i '
1 #®# |
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