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Memories in My Heart

—— In place of preface

In the evening of March 24, 1999, on the tenth floor of the Grand
Hotel in central Pristina, capital of Kosovo province,l witnessed the first
NATO air strike on Yugoslavia.This was the first time I experienced
what it was like to face the terror and savageness of war. Huge explo-
sions sparked off by missiles hitting military targets, resembling a fire-
works display. Red flames licking the sky accompanied heavy thuds of
the bombing. Surrounded by such circumstances, I had no idea of what
would happen next, nor could I tell whether the next target would be
myself.

To be frank, assignement to the Yugoslavia battlefield was some-
thing I had earnestly looked forward to, yet the experience was some-
what beyond my expectations. On March 11,1999, I boarded a plane and
flew to Belgrade for the first time. Soon after our arrival, I went to Pristina,
the capital of Kosovo. Thus, started my photojournalist mission cover-
ing the Kosovo crisis, which was like a keg of gunpowder that could
explode at any moment. | entered Yugoslavia twice and Kosovo three
times in the following months, working as a battlefield journalist for 67
days.

During the last days before the war broke out, I was filled with a
feeling of being ready for all eventualities. Without bullet proof vest, I
drove an ordinary car, which was not armored but had a "TV" sign 1
pasted on its body. Back and forth through the crossfire lines of the
armed ethnic Albanians and the Serb military police,we covered the eth-
nic conflict and observed the living conditions of the local people on
both sides.

On April 15, three weeks after the war broke out, I went to the area

Huang Wen

between Djakovica and Prizren in southern Kosovo with other 70
Jjournalists from all over the world to interview the bombed site of the
homebound ethnic Albanian refugee convoy, which had been attacked
by NATO missiles four times. The CNN and ITN TV crews were given
special priority by the Yugoslav Military Press Center and were permit-
ted to make more video footage in the mortuary and the wards of the
Prizren Hospital for two hours longer than the rest of us. Due to their
delay, it was too late for our bus to pass through an extremely dangerous
area on the return route. Therefore, all journalists had to stay overnight
in Kosovo where danger lurked but slightly better than risking the
journey back at night.

During that evening, the sat-phone we brought along was not only
the life line for us to send our reportage back to Xinhua headquarters in
Beijing, but also saved the day for our foreign counterparts, including
the Associated Press, British Guardians, Spanish El Mondo, helping them
to send their stories out in time.

Around 2: 06 A M. April 23, NATO missiles hit the Radio and
Television Serbia (RTS) building in central Belgrade. NATO stated that
the reason for the strike was that the RTS was the propaganda machine
of Yugoslav government. At the bombed site, from distance I saw a doc-
tor sawing off the legs of a middle-aged man, who was crushed by the
prefabricated concrete walls, so as to pull him out. The man passed away
half an hour later due to excessive blood loss. During this air raid, 10
Serbian journalists working in the RTS building lost their lives.

On the same day, Austrian journalist Richard Schneider put up a

letter on the billboard at the Yugoslav Military Press Centre in Belgrade,




it read, "I strongly protest... ! If it is true that NATO bombed the RTS
because it was the seat of the Serbian propaganda, then with the same
moral excuse, the Serbian army could bomb bars in tﬁe Hyatt Hotel and
Inter-continental Hotels where the correspondents for CNN, BBC and
other western TV stations are ‘based'.”

On April 26, as Belgrade citizens mourned in tears for the Serbian
reporters who were killed, I left Yugoslavia temporarily for Bonn of
Germany. On May 5, one day before my vacation in Germany ended,
I received a phone call from the spokeswoman from the US air base in
Rahmstein, central Germany, " The White House press office informed
us that you have been permitted to come and take pictures of President
Clinton's arrival at our base this afternoon.” Clinton was to pay his
regards to the officers and men of the US Air Force taking part in the
air attack on Yugoslavia. One day earlier, the three US soldiers re-
leased by Yugoslav army had just reached the air base, and would re-
turn to the States later. The baby-faced US military press officer pro-
vided me with much assistance and the smile on her face were very
friendly.

Two days later, on May 7, I returned to Belgrade via Croatia by
car. That night, the Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia was hit by five NATO
missiles and my colleagues Shao Yunhuan, a woman journalist from
Xinhua News Agency, and Xu Xinghu together with his wife Zhu Ying,
both from the Guangming Daily, all living in the Embassy, were killed
in the attack. Zhu Ying was only 28 years old and had a very pretty face.
I could not bear to look at the tragic condition she was in.

When thinking in retrospect at all these dramatic "coincidences,"” I
cannot help but feel what great changes have been brought to the world.

During my 67 days in Yugoslavia, what 1 faced each day was the
challenge of life and death.

"No picture is worth the sacrifice of a life." This is the solemn
advice a famous journalist gave to a group of photojournalism students.
True, even be it a picture attracting worldwide attention, the person who
holds the camera would certainly not be willing to give up his life.

During the war, my faith in being able to stay alive started simulta-
neously with my work every day.

However, the brutality of war lies in its uncertainty. No one can
tell when, where and from which direction you will be attacked. And for
this, you maybe forced to pay with your blood or even your life.

In the flames and smoke of the explosions, you see once lively and

active lives sink in a single moment into eternity forever. Before the
bodies of the deceased, whose faces were beyond recognition, looking
at the tearful eyes of their family members, what seized me was not fear,
but shock, sorrow and anger. Regardless of the rank and position in former
days, what we had to face in common was the most basic test of "to be or
not to be." In time of war,people stood on "zero point,” helping each
other with all our effort to stay alive and work on.

Now that the war is over. I am fortunate to come back alive to
peace again. However, what fills my heart is no longer the wish to create
miracles in the battlefield.

Life has become all the more precious.

The only thing I did not expect was that, after bidding farewell to
the battlefield, the tribulations of the war persisted and hurt even more.

I still clearly remember the day I was given orders to leave
Yugoslavia. It was 6: 29 A M. when [ met with my friend, the Serb woman
Mira, with whom we made a 24-hour continuous interview before 1 left.
Looked tired, she uttered the word "Mirela", meaning "Safe at last",
with a bitter smile. This was an expression most Serbs used after the
all-clear sounded.

On June 1, the second day after my return to Bonn, I was informed
by German Ministry of Foreign A ffairs to the top of the mount Petersberg
on the other site of the Rhine River, where I took pictures of the three
mediators of the Balkan crisis, Russian presidential special envoy Vic-
tor Chernomyrdin, Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari and US Vice-Sec-
retary of State Strobe Talbott, meeting with German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder.

The next day, Ahtisaari and Chernomyrdin flew to Belgrade for
mediation. Ahtisaari left Belgrade and arrived at Cologne, Germany on
June 3. The Yugoslav Serbian parliament decided on the same day to
accept the peace plan on solving the Kosovo crisis proposed by Russia,
EU and the US. The end of war could be expected soon.

That very night, Belgrade was even more ferociously bombed by
NATO.

In the continuous gunfire and the blackouted night, what has be-
come of Mira, who was waiting for daybreak?

On June 10, at the closing press conference of EU and Southeast
European Foreign Ministers Conference held in Cologne, German
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, representing the rotating EU presi-

dential country, declared that EU had agreed to NATO's suspension of




bombing Yugoslavia and the war would finally come to an end. When
talking about the " Stability Pact for Southeast Europe" signed by the
concerned countries, Fischer made a wonderful speech on the issues of
human rights, democracy and freedom.

At any rate, what loomed before my eyes was the sight of the help-
less sick children, when I personally interviewed the pediatric ward at
the Belgrade University Hospital half a month ago. NATO graphite bombs
were very effective in destroying the power supply system of Yugoslavia.
Thus, the children who required urgent surgical treatment could only
wait for their death.

I left Yugoslavia and came to Germany by plane via Zagreb, capi-
tal of Croatia . While waiting to change planes at the Munich Airport, I
was impressed by the people around me who were all decently dressed,
appearing happy and polite in manner, doing every thing in leisure and
peace.

The majority of those in that airport came from countries which
supported the bombing of the places that I had just left. I believe that
many of them, for sure, seriously thought what they supported was " a
war of justice and salvation."”

During the EU Summit in June, the immaculately dressed, schol-
arly statesmen gathered in the small square in central Cologne, chatting
cheerfully, ready to be photographed by journalists from various
countries.

Eleven weeks ago, they made the decision to start the war that fi-
nally claimed the lives of thousands of Serb and Albanian civilians.

According to a report, some NATO pilots took their air raid mis-
sions during the war as a daily routine of dropping bombs on Yugoslavia.

Take off ...Find the target! ...Aim and drop bomb...Hit the target!

...Return safely to base ...Bravo!

"Mother to Charlie Bravo. It is a military target. Absolutely legiti-
mate military target. Destroy the target. Repeat, destroy the target!"

"Charlie Bravo to mother. Understood. Launching!”

On April 14, an F-16 pilot coded "Charlie Bravo" called the air
base headquarters on land as "mother”, and carried out the command,
starting to attack the homeward ethnic Albanian refugee convoy.

On April 15, I saw several burnt dead bodies at the bombed site.
When an ethnic Albanian mother was fatally hit, she was covering her
baby with her body till she was reduced to ashes together with her
little one.

During this war, thousands of civilians, including three of my
colleagues, lost their lives in the air raids. What the victims left to their
dear ones was nothing but everlasting heart-breaking pain.

Then, their lives became a series of icy figures: "According to
statistics, the civilians killed in the war amount to about 1800".

After experiencing life and death as well as blood and fire, I have
to muster courage to face the strong shock from the other side of the war
which tears my soul. I don't know how long it will take to ease this pain
in my heart.

On the Danube River bank in Novi Sad, northern Yugoslavia, stands
a memorial sculpture for the victims in the city during the Second World
War. The sculpture carried the following inscription:

Memories are like sculptures,

Harder than rocks.

If we are to live as humans,

Forgive, we have to,

Forget, we can not
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________Jhe Historv of Kosovo

Koeovo ic a province of the Republic of Serbia in
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. With an area of
10837 square kilometere, it borders Albania and
Macedonia in the couth. At the beginning of 1999, it
had a population of about 2.2 milion. among which
90% were ethnic Albanianc. The Serbc and
Montenegring accounted for about 10%. Pristina ic
the capital of Kosovo. a mountainous province and
rich in mineral recources.

Historically. Kosovo was the political and cul-
tural center of the Serbian Empire in the Middie Ages.
To the people of Qerbia, this territory is the cradie of
their history and cutture. During the nearly 500 years
of being conquered by the Ottoman Turkich Empire,
great numbers of the Serbian population migrated
away from this region, and large amount of Albanianc
moved in. In 1912, Kocovo was incorporated into the
Kingdom of Serbia. Later, it became a part of the King-
dom of Yugoslavia. In (945, about 10000 ethnic Al-
banians and 40000 Yugosiavian coldiers fought
fiercely for the control of Kosovo. After the Second
World War, Kosovo, along with Serbia. wae combined
into the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. In

1963, Yugoslavia reviced its constitution and Kosovo
was promoted to an autonomous province. In 1IS68,
Yugosiav President Josip Broz Tito, for the firct time,
tried to give Kocovo a certain degree of autonomy.
In 1974, after the promulgation of Yugoclav new
congstitution. Kosovo was admitted to be an autono-
mous “tederal unit” under the jurisdiction of the Re-
public of Serbia,

However. ethnic Albanians in Kosovo never
stopped their activities to seek independence and
establich a "Greater Albania’. In 198, the ethnic Alba-
nians in Kosovo demanded to set up their indepen-
dent republic in Yugoslavia. In 1988, over 6000
Serbe and Montenegrine living in Kosovo province
protested against the ethnic Albanians' harassing
them. Throughout the 1I980's and early IS0, the
situation in Kosovo remained turbulent. Due to the
continuous strikec and protests held by the ethnic
Albanians. in 1989, Serbian leader Slobodan milosevic
cancelled the right of autonomy . which had been
granted by the 1974 Yugoslav Constitution. in
Kocovo. The ethnic Albanians in Kosovo were greatly

dissaticfied and ethnical conflicts became furtherc

II

intencified.

In February 1990, Yugosiavia dispatched troops.
tarke. fighters and 2000 policemen to Kosovo and
imposed a curfew there. In July the came year. the
ethnic Albanian Parliament members declared that
Kosovo province had separated from Serbia and be-
come independent. Therefore, Belgrade dissolved the
autonomous parliament and government of Kosovo.
In May 19922, during the disintegration of former
Yugoslavia, Ibrahim Rugova was elected the presi-
dent of the celf-claimed "Republic of Kosovo.” In
October. leaders of Republic of Serbia and Kosovo
ethnic Albanians started their first face-to-face tak
over the peace issue.

N Juiy 1I995. the Serbian court accuced 68 eth-
nic Albaniane of attempting to ectablich a police corps
corresponding to the official police. Those accused
were sentenced to the jail the longest for eight years.
On February 28. I998. an armed ethnic Albanian or-
ganization in Kosovo. called the 'Kosovo Liberation
Army’. attacked Serbian police. leaving 16 ethnic Al-
baniane and 4 policemen dead. Thus initiated the

Kosovo crigis.
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Provincial capital of Kosovo
in the Yugoslav Republic of Serbia
before the NATO bombing in March I999.
With a population of 200000,
the city incorporatec the characterictic features of

ancient lliyrian. Roman. Byzantine and Ottoman civilizatione.
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Orthodox Church in Prictina. Ac the political centre of

the Serbian Kingdom in the Middle Ages, Kosovo has
been the cradle of Serbian culture and has numeroug

churches and monasteries. During the nearly 500
years of occupation by the Ottoman Turkish Empire,
large numbers of Serbs moved out of Kosovo. At
present. the Serbian population in Kosovo amounts to
less than I0% of the population.
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