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A = AMPERE %%

A: (used in some operating systems
such as DOS and OS/2) denotes the
first disk drive on the system A ¥ zh8§:
To see what is stored on your floppy
disk , use the DOS command DIR A :.
WHEBERMA LWAZ, A DOS &4 DIR
A:. see also R C:, FLOPPY DISK,
HARD DISK

COMMENT: A PC usually has two or
three disk drives within its cas-
ing: a floppy disk drive (called
‘A:’), a hard disk (‘C:’) and,

sometimes, a second floppy disk
(‘B:’) and a CD-ROM drive (‘D:’).

When talking about the different
disk drives, you say ‘Drive A’

for the floppy drive, but normal-
ly write ‘A;’.

W PCHMHEAEEARIR =D
RERWEH B — N HRBEHEHF A
—MERCCR) ANERE IR
(“B:"#)M— WD/,
RAFE M AT B, A A K ER
AW/, ALERHBERL R,

A see . ANGSTROM

abandon verb to clear a document or
file or work from the computer’s mem-
ory without saving it to disk or tape i
F##& . Once you have abandoned your
spreadsheet, you cannot retrieve it
again. KB FRB—HEFFLE, KL
BEREER,

abbreviation noun short form of a
word or command or instruction %

. Use the abbreviation TV for ° tele-
vision’ . %W ER TV &M (tele-
vision ), abbreviated addressing or
abb. add. = (in a network) user
name that has fewer characters than the
full name, making it easier to remem-
ber or type in 4 mgihk: My full net-
work address is over 60 characters
long , so you will find it easier to use
my abbreviated address . 3 ¥ 8 Mt &
BAATENZR,FUARNYES I E
FE, see also £ W ALIAS; abbrevi-
ated installation = ( during installa-
tion) to install new hardware or soft-
ware without restoring the previous
backup settings of the operating system

(DL 3% 3

ABC (film) = (i) AMERICAN BRO-
ADCASTING COMPANY % H & » #
(i) AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING
COMMISSION B A H .7 #2 |)

abend noun = ABNORMAL END un-
expected stoppage of a program being
run, due to a fault or power failure %%
# 1. abend code = special number
(generated by the operating system)
that identifies the type of error that has
caused the problem % # % it
aberration noun (a) distortion of a
light beam or image due to defects in
the optical system #®%,@% (b) dis-
tortion of a television picture caused by
a corrupt signal or incorrect adjustment
®%£ see also 3 R SPHERICAL ABER-
RATION

ABIOS noun = ADVANCED BASIC



ablation

INPUT/OUTPUT SYSTEM set of routines
stored on a ROM chip in the IBM PS/2

range of personal computers B & HEAH
AR RE

COMMENT: The ABIOS is used in ad-
dition to the normal BIOS rou-
tines; ABIOS routines are used to
control the MCA bus in an IBM PS/2
computer.

fEfR . ABIOS 5 IE % Y BIOS ##—i&
FH;ABIOS A F#: % IBM PS/2 i+ BHL+

B MCA B8,
ablation noun method of writing data

to an optical storage device %], Bk,
H® see also £X WORM
COMMENT: A laser burns a hole or
pit (that represents digital bits
of data) into the thin metal sur-
face of the storage device.

TE % WO TEAF 8 5 & 0 & JR 3 T e ot

GERACRE 3 &1k E A DI
abnormal adjective not normal %% :

abnormal end or abend or abnormal
termination = unexpected stoppage of
a program being run, caused by a fault
or power failure § % %&b

< abnormally adverb not as normal
or not as usual M, REH #: The
signal is abnormally weak . {5 S ¥ FHBF
3% . The noise level on the line is ab-
normally high . X% AEKEEHBRIE

abort verb to end a process (when a
malfunction occurs), by switching the
computer off manually or by an internal
feature 5 % # ik, W 3 : The program
was aborted by pressing the red button .
W aimma i TR, Abort the pro-
gram before it erases any more files. %
LB, Aik e 4 2 W Bk X 4. aborted
connection = connection to a network
or online service that has not been shut
down correctly o W 4 3% #; abort se-
quence = unique sequence of bits that
indicates that the transmission will be
abnormally terminated 5% % 1L 5

About... (in the SAA CUA front-

end) menu selection that tells you who
developed the program and displays copy-
right information %£F -+, B {E &
above-the-line costs plural noun
variable costs involved in making TV films
(such as scriptwriters, actors, sets, etc.)
as opposed to below-the-line costs (film
crew, technicians, etc. )%k k%M com-
pare with i BELOW-THE-LINE

AB roll noun two video or music seg-
ments that are synchronized so that one
fades as the second starts AB &3 : (film)
AB roll working = using two rolls of film
to compile a film sequences; one roll using
spacing or blanking (the A roll) and one
on which the images appear (the B roll)
AB EER LA

ABS = ABSOLUTE FUNCTION pro-
gramming instruction that returns the
magnitude of a number without the
number’s sign # %t fif & ¥: The com-
mand ABS(-13) will return the answer
13. %4 ABS(-13)#i& @ 13,
absolute address or actual ad-
dress noun (a) computer storage ad-
dress that directly, without any modifi-
cation, accesses a location or device #:
Xt it compare with W % INDEXED
ADDRESS (b) computer storage ad-
dress that can only access one location
%%t H41k . absolute addressing = locat-
ing a word of data in memory by the
use of its absolute address # %t F 4t ; ab-
solute assembler = type of assembly
language program designed to produce
code which uses only absolute addresses
and values %%t ik ) IC 4 B ¥ ; absolute
cell reference = spreadsheet reference
that always refers to the same cell,
even when copied to another location #
8 565 fl; absolute code = binary
code which directly operates the central
processing unit, using only absolute ad-
dresses and values ( this is the final form
of a program after a compiler or assem-
bler pass) # %} {X & see also & W OB-
JECT CODE; absolute coordinates =



Academy

coordinates that describe the distance of
a point from the intersection of axes #
%t 4 b5 compare with W8 RELATIVE
COORDINATES; absolute device = in-
put device such as a tablet or mouse
that returns the coordinates of a pointer
within specified axes #%} 8¢ £ ; absolute
error = value or magnitude of an
error, ignoring its sign #&XtiR %; (in
assembly language ) absolute expres-
sion = value of an expression that is
not affected by program relocation %%t
%353 ; absolute function = program-
ming function that returns the magni-
tude of a number without the number’s
sign % 51 {§ R ¥ ; absolute instruction or
code = (i) instruction which complete-
ly describes the operation to be per-
formed (no other data is required ) % %t
#84 (ii) graphics command that uses
absolute coordinates %%} #5 4 , 4 3 A 55 ;
absolute loader = program that loads a
section of code into main memory # %}
(Hiht) % A#F; absolute positioning =
position of an object in relation to an o-
rigin Xt BE M ; (in the OS/2 op-
erating system ) absolute priority =
priority of a process that cannot be
changed by the operating system # %f £
S #; absolute program = computer
program written in absolute code # %} #
i; (in CD DA ) absolute time =
length of time that an audio disc has
been playing # Xf &f (5] ; absolute value
= size or value of a number, regardless
of its sign #: % {ti: The absolute value
of -62 .34 is 62.34. -62. 34 # 4 X} &
£ 62.34,

absorb verb to take in (light or liquid
or asignal) B Kk EE%)

{ absorptance noun percentage of
light that is absorbed by a material in-
stead of reflecting it B #E (NOTE: The
opposite is reflectance. )

& absorption noun power loss of a
signal when travelling through a medi-
um, due to its absorptance ¥ #z. ab-

sorption filter = filter that blocks cer-
tain colours of light Mkt 28 3%
abstract 1 noun short version of a book
or article % ,#%%: In our library, ab-
stracts are gathered together in separate
volumes allowing an easy and rapid search
for a particular subject . TERATHIE B,
REBSLEBRILE UMTRE-FEWN
SR ATHGE T E W It’s quicker to
search through the abstracts than the full
text. BB EL AL XEHR, 2 verb
(a) to remove something from something
% (b) to make a summary of an article
HHE

< abstract data type noun a general
data type that can store any kind of infor-
mation # R B # K M. The stack is a
structure of abstract data types, it can
store any type of data from an integer to
an address . Mt R —Fhilh S 50E X R, AT 1A
A 7 DA B 280 3 stk 0 4 £ b 26 6 28CHE

¢ abstracting and indexing verb
making summaries and indexes for arti-
cles and books BHE f&2|

AC 1 = ALTERNATING CURRENT
electric current whose value varies with
time in a regular, sinusoidal way 3% #fi #
2 = ASSISTANT CAMERAMAN person
who carries out camera operations under
the instruction of the director of pho-
tography ( these could be aperture
changes, zooming, focusing, etc; in
certain situations, he may also operate
the camera) BIBIEE BYHE
COMMENT: The mains electricity
supply uses alternating current
to minimize transmission power
loss, with a frequency of 50Hz in
UK, 60Hz in the USA.

HR - ETHARBMRAZRAUREAR
B AR AR, S N S0HZ(KE)
= 60Hz(EH),

Academy (film) (abbreviation for
# %) The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences ¥ (2H )R E LA
BB EEKM MK : Academy awards =
yearly presentation of the Oscar award
by the Academy to artists and




ACC

technicians for excellence in their area
of the film world %8z % , BRI EX
ACC noun = ACCUMULATOR most
important  internal CPU  storage
register, containing the data word that
is to be processed Efn#§
accelerated motion noun (film)
special effect in which the camera is run
at a slower frame rate than the standard
24 frames per second which gives the
effect of faster-than-average motion
&k etk

acceleration time noun time taken
for a disk drive or CD-ROM player to
spin a disk to the correct speed, from
rest fin g i &)
accelerator see W
KEY

accelerator board or card noun
circuit board that carries a faster or
more advanced version of the same pro-
cessor that runs your computer il 3 #&
(¥): Adding an accelerator card to
your computer makes it run faster . %it
FAUM—Hm £ 2 T B HLEST .
accelerator key noun combination
of keys that, when pressed together,
carry out a function that would other-
wise have to be selected from a menu
using a mouse {R#E & . Instead of se-
lecting the File menu then the Save op-
tion , use the accelerator keys Alt and S
to do the same thing and save the file.
5H % File( X)) %8 R5% Save(F£ )
frd AW A tedER Alt in S, R #dRE
B4, see also 2R HOT KEY
accent noun small sign placed on or
above a printed or written character to
show that it is pronounced in a different
way EEA, F#FF: acute accent = ac-
cent above a character, which slopes
upwards to the right R&&E; circum-
flex accent = accent above a character,
shaped like an upside down ‘v’ F# %
§; grave accent = accent above a
character, which slopes upwards to the

left i &% #& see also £ W CEDILLA,

ACCELERATOR

TILDE, UMLAUT

< accented adjective (letter) with
an accent on it (F& )% F A
accept verb (@) to agree to do some-
thing & ,#% . He accepted the quot-
ed price for printing. b % T 1T B0 it
#t . She has accepted our terms. fthi% %
TR %4, He did not accept the job
which he was offered. MWt EHE R A
TH A X 4 T4, to accept a book for
publication = to agree to publish a
book @ & i i 4 (b) to take some-
thing which is being offered # % , AW,
& M. The laser printer will accept a
card as small as a business card ¥ t17
AT UITE/ANBE & o The
multi-disk reader will accept 3.5 inch
disks as well as 5.25 inch formats. %
BB AT 5. 25 #F R RE AL, th T i
3.5 %M. (C) to establish a
session or connection with another de-
vice # #

< acceptable adjective which can be
accepted W] # % ). The error rate was
very low, and is acceptable . 43 % & 1R
fSry, FTRAEER

< acceptance noun action of accept-
ing something [E &, # % ,I\ 7 : accep-
tance angle = angle of total field of
view of a lens or fibre optic ¥ f: A
light beam at an angle greater than the
acceptance angle of the lens will not be
transmitted . fIER TE L BWAMEH
Fik5 4 . acceptance sampling = test-
ing a small random part of a batch to
see if the whole batch is up to standard
KW BUHE ;- acceptance test or testing =
method of checking that a piece of
equipment will perform as required or
will reach required standards % g%,
BHLHIR

access 1 noun being allowed to use a
computer and read or alter files held in
it (this is usually controlled by a securi-
ty device such as a password) 7FHL, i}
[5]: to have access to something = to
be able to get or examine or reach



access

something i 7] #, {# A #X: to have ac-
cess to a file of data A ¥ BB X%
He has access to large amounts of capi-
tal . A KERK L/ EH. to bar ac-
cess to a system = to prevent a person
from using a system FR#| 15 [A14L; access
arm = mechanical device in a disk
drive used to position the read/write
head over the disk £ H & ; access au-
thority = permission to carry out a
particular operation on data FFEUFR , 1
(A4 BR ; access barred = to prevent a
user accessing particular data ZFER &,
% 5] B2 #; access category = one of
several possible predefined access levels;
the category defines which files or data
a user can access, and which he cannot
Vil % 8, M % B; (in Token-Ring
network ) access channel control =
protocols that manage the data transfer
between a station and a medium access
control (MAC) [l [ 77 B ] 8 i 4 &l
access charge = cost due when logging
onto a system or viewing special pages
on a bulletin board 7£ B W 2%, i/ ) % F5
access code = series of characters or
symbols that must be entered to identify
the user V[, F G see also B R
PASSWORD; access control = security
device (such as a password) that only
allows selected users into a computer
system i B #, B EHR; (in Token-
Ring network ) access control byte =
byte following start marker in the token
that indicates if the station can access
the network fEER¥EHEY; (in CD-i)
access controller = electronic device
that transfers image data to the video
controller 7£ B 4 %) 2%; access hole =
opening in both sides of a floppy disk’s
casing allowing the read-write head to
be positioned over the disk’s surface %
B 7L; access line = permanent commu-
nications line between a terminal and a
DSE or two computers FFBZE B , il {5 B¢
% see also R LEASED LINE; com-
pare with W3 DIALUP; access level =

various predefined access categories;
the lowest access level might allow the
user to only view data, the highest ac-
cess level allows a user to do anything
RO, Ui Mg B, AP %A access
mechanism = mechanical device that
moves an access arm over the surface of
a disk 7 HlL#; access method =
means used for the internal transfer of
data between memory and display or
peripheral devices ( differences in the
methods used cause compatibility prob-
lems) ##HUJ7 ¥ : access method routines
= software routines that move data be-
tween main storage and an output de-
vice FFEUE M ; access name = unique
name that identifies an object in a
database 77 Bl % ; access path = de-
scription of the location of a stored file
within a directory structure of a disk #¢
B B 4. access path journalling =
recording changes to an access path in
case of malfunction fe k%2 H #&; ac-
cess period = period of time during
which a user can access data 77 B it [H] ,
5| B 1a], B AL B (6] ; access permission
= description of all the access rights for
a particular user B[P {5 ; access
point = test point on a circuit board or
software, allowing an engineer to check
signals data A O & ; access privilege =
status granted to a user that allows
them to see or read or alter files FZEU 45
#; access provider see W. SERVICE
PROVIDER; access rights = permission
for a particular user to access a particu-
lar file or data object B {4 1#(; ac-
cess time = (i) total time which a
storage device takes between the mo-
ment the data is requested and the data
being returned (ii) length of time re-
quired to find a file or program, either
in main memory or a secondary memory
source; CD-ROM drives have a normal
access time of 400msec for a single
speed and 300msec for a double-speed
drive, whilst a hard disk has an access
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time of around 15msec # Bt 8l , i 8] i
W ,8 A B @ see also 2 X DOUBLE
SPEED; ( in Token-Ring networks )
access unit = wiring concentrator 7
#3% ; direct memory access (DMA) =
direct, rapid link between a peripheral
and a computer’s main memory which
avoids the use of accessing routines for
each item of data required HERNEFHF
fi5; public access terminal = terminal
which can be used by anyone 4% A& ¥ B
[E (A% 5 2 verb to call up (da-
ta) which is stored in a computer; to
obtain data from a storage device fEH,
Vfila). She accessed the employee’s file
stored on the computer . WifiE T 71
HE P LA R B SO

COMMENT: A good access control
system should allow valid users
to operate the computer easily
with the minimum of checks, while
barring entry to hackers or unau-
thorized users.
HHFNEREMALEMAFEERP
FHEBRETEILBOALERNRE,
HiF R IERERIEERPNHEA

{ accessible adjective which can be

reached or accessed A FFHUHY , A 5 9] &
Details of customers are easily accessi-
ble from the main computer files. %/
MIEAGEERES N EEITBEIL XY
bR,

< access time noun (a) total length
of time which a storage device takes be-
tween the moment the data is requested
and the data being returned 77 BURf jg] :
The access time of this dynamic RAM
chip is around 100ns — we have faster
versions if your system clock is running
faster . X5 3h M VLT 28 (DRAM) &
Bt R 100 ns A — MR RE
e EEERME, RINEFEROEA,
(b) length of time required to find a
file or program, either in main memory

or a secondary memory source ijj i) i &)
COMMENT: If you upgrade your com-

puter by adding more memory,
youmust make sure the RAM has the

correct access time for the speed

of the processor otherwise data

errors will occur.

HE MR EEIEMAEFRITE,

HROFHARRF R F R 54880

HEERERN, EMBES NS,
accessions plural noun new books
which are added to a library % (K&
$),(E 4)%ic AM: accession number
= (i) serial number used in a library
indexing system B # 4% (ii) number
in a record that shows in which order
each record was entered it * 5
accessor noun person who accesses
data i 51 &
accessory noun extra, add-on de-
vice (such as a mouse or printer) which
is attached to or used with a computer
Wt 4. The printer comes with several
accessories , such as a soundproof hood .
FTEQ HL KA BL B 47 JL R0 B 44, I BB # .
This popular computer has a large
range of accessories . X Fh 8 % A K %
HENAKBHMF. see also 3 1L PE-
RIPHERAL
accidental adjective which happens
by accident & sM: Always keep back-
up copies in case of accidental damage
to the master file. 2 FAZR® &5 X4
B £ xR BIMIIR
accordion foid or fanfold roun
method of folding continuous paper,
one sheet in one direction, the next
sheet in the opposite direction, allowing
the paper to be fed into a printer con-
tinuously with no action on the part of
the user “Z"K#H B
account 1 noun (in a network or
online system ) record of a user’s
name, password and rights to access a
network or online system ® /2 : If you
are a new user , you will have to ask the
supervisor to create an account for you .
MARERFHPOE FLAEERRBRK
F—4F &, account name = unique
name of a user on a network or online
system # %4 : John Smith’s account
name is JSMITH . John Smith #9% /%



acetate

£ JSMITH. 2 verb to keep track of
how much time and resources each user
of a network or online system uses ic
accounting package or accounts
package noun software that auto-
mates a business’s accounting functions
£ %4 . We now type in each transac-
tion into the new accounting package
rather than write it into a ledger . R 7
RIMEE—-EX 5B AV REE X, W
ARBHLETLEET .

COMMENT: Accounting packages
typically mimic  traditional
practice, using disk files to
simulate paper ledgers. The main
advantage is that a computer sys-
tem will run a proper double-entry
system while allowing details of
each transaction to be entered
only once. Provided it is used
properly, an accounting package
can produce summary accounts at
any time and speeds up tasks such
as making VAT returns. Many ac-
counting packages are sold as a
set of separate modules which in-
tegrate together so that the user
can choose only the functions
they require.

W SRR MR AR SR SR,
FERHEAXHFEHFRE LS KSR, HHE
NEGHEERLETHELHREFE
MA—RETHANELARICELE. 8
142 035 , W2 844 7Y 76 4E 17 B 4 4R it T
ERE I NEENEEBRRR SIS,
WEMES KRB ATESFERINGM T
%éﬁﬁ‘iﬂﬁo RP T LR 8
accumulate verb to gather several
things together over a period of time £
R, Bm. We have gradually accumu-
lated a databank of names and address-
e%- RAVZE B R — A2 A Ak 93

o

accumulator or ACC or accumu-
lator register noun most important
internal CPU storage register, contain-
ing the data word that is to be processed
A3 : Store the two bytes of data in

registers A and B and execute the add
instruction — the answer will be in the
accumulator. RHFHT B W N EFH
BRAMBR RERITMEES—LER
£ E R H, accumulator address
= address accessed by an instruction
held in the accumulator % fin#% s ht
accurate adjective correct; without
any errors IE# R, B #. The printed
bar code has to be accurate to within a
thousandth of a micron . B) %) i) % T 55 &
BEHRD T or 22—k,

<> accurately adverb correctly or
with no errors iE B, ¥ #a . The
OCR had difficulty in reading the ac-
cents accurately . Y& R&F B EHL X i #E 058
B E ¥ %5, The error was caused be-
cause the data had not been accurately
keyed . 145 2B H BB A EFHE A .
> accuracy noun total number of
bits used to define a number in a com-
puter, the more bits allocated the more
accurate the definition ¥ # B : accuracy
control character = code that indicates
whether data is accurate or whether the
data should be disregarded by a particu-
lar device ¥i#aEE R F#H

ACD noun = AUTOMATIC CALL DIS-
TRIBUTION specialised telephone system
that can handle lots of incoming calls
and direct them to a particular operator
according to programmed instructions in
a database B 3hEm 43602

ACE roun (film) a 1000 watt spot-
light TR X4

ACES (film) = AUTOMATIC CAM-
ERA EFFECTS SYSTEM computer-oper-
ated camera movement system devel-
oped by Disney Studios which is de-
signed to film repeatable camera moves
on separate exposures H i E I ME £
%

acetate noun sheet of transparent
plastic used for making overlays B & £t
%8 . The graphs were plotted on acetate ,
for use on an overhead projector. &%
LHERREMN L, St ENE A,



acetone 8

acetate base plastic material used as
the standard base for motion picture
film B B WX see also 3 1
SAFEBASE; ( film ) acetate tape
audio-tape consisting of acetate backing
with magnetically sensitive oxide coat-
ing RERRELREH

acetone rnoun ( film ) clear,
flammable liquid which is used to clean
film print surfaces and splices and other
editing and filming apparatus % &
achieve verb to succeed in doing
something M 18, € )X : The hardware
designers are trying to achieve compati-
bility between all the components of the
system . BRI E N EEASRGERNE A
U RIS

achromatic adjective (an optical de-
vice) that has been corrected for chro-
matic aberration L&, E¥#

< achromatic colour noun (grey)
colour within the range between black
and white displayed by a graphics
adapter TEH&

ACIA = ASYNCHRONOUS COMMUNI-
CATIONS INTERFACE ADAPTER %% i
B OERS

ACK = ACKNOWLEDGE signal that is
sent from a receiver to indicate that a
transmitted message has been received
and that it is ready for the next one #
E NE

acknowledge 1 noun signal that is
sent from a receiver to indicate that a
transmitted message has been received
and that it is ready for the next one &
ER % 2 verb (i) to tell a sender that a
message or letter has been received
(ii) to send a signal from a receiver to
show that a transmitted message has
been received # ik, & &: acknowledge
character = special code sent by a re-
ceiver to indicate to the transmitter that
the message has been correctly received

HEFH BINFR

< acknowledged mail noun func-
tion (in an email program) that signals
to the sender when an electronic mail

message has been read by the recipient
1A R 4

< acknowledgements noun text
printed at the beginning of a book,
where the author or publisher thanks
people who have helped i, 2 i
Acorn Computers noun computer
company that developed the BBC micro
and the Archimedes personal computers
Acorn HEHNA A

acoustic adjective referring to sound
HAEK, F¥ K. acoustic delay line
device that will delay an audio signal for
special effects A R £ ; acoustic hood
= soundproof hood placed over a print-
er to reduce the noise fi % % ; acoustic
panel = sound-proofed panel placed be-
hind a device to reduce noise &% #&

<> acoustic coupler noun device that
connects to a telephone handset, con-
verting binary computer data into sound
signals to allow data to be transmitted
down a telephone line 5 84 5%
COMMENT: The acoustic coupler al-
so converts back from sound sig-
nals to digital signals when re-
ceiving messages; it is basically
the same as a modem but uses a
handset on which a loudspeaker is
placed to send the signals rather
than direct connection to the
phone line. It is portable, and
clips over both ends of a normal
telephone handset; it can be used
even in a public phone booth.

R -BRRGEENAEABRMTIEA SE
SHBEBEFFES;IRANAHR SR
AHE,BEREAHMETHE WY S8
ERES MESHERAERR. EF
EEERFRHOFRL, REL . TBH
B EETAUEARBFZHMEA,

< acoustical feedback noun distor-
tion in an audio signal, due to a part of
an amplified signal being picked up by
the microphone and amplified again un-
til the amplifier is overloaded & , G &5
> acoustics noun study and science
of sound waves p %




action

acquisition noun accepting or cap-
turing or collecting information # %k, %
%

ACR 1 = AUDIO CASSETTE RECOR-
DER £ #* F#.: ACR interface = in-
terface which allows a cassette recorder
to be linked to a computer £:X R FHL &
,ACR #1 2 = AUTOMATIC CAS-
SETTE RECORDER a type of videotape
recorder £ H 3R KRH

Acrobat™ noun file format (devel-
oped by Adobe Systems) that describes
a graphics, text and indexing system
that allows the same screen image or
page layout file to be displayed on dif-
ferent hardware; for example, an Ac-
robat file can be viewed on a Macintosh
and a PC or from Internet browsers
such as Netscape — i1 Adobe &% 4 7
F R B4R

acronym rnoun abbreviation, formed
from various letters, which makes up a
word which can be pronounced; for ex-
ample, GUI is an acronym of graphical
user interface and is pronounced
‘gooey’ #¥4id, 4 W17 . The acronym
FORTRAN means Formula Translat-
or. FORTRAN X /~4; #1748 % Formula
Translator. The acronym RAM means
Random Access Memory. RAM x 445
B% 17 f % Random Access Memory,
actintic light noun light which is
able to cause chemical change in a ma-
terial, such as film Y4k %

action noun (a) thing which has
been done 3k ,4E i : to take action =
to do something R ¥ 47355 ; action mes-
sage = prompt given for a required us-
er input ZHEH A, ERBIMEF L (b) (in
an SAA CUA front-end) user event,
such as pressing a special key, that
moves the cursor to the action or menu
bar at the top of the screen s, # 4k
action bar = top line of the screen that
displays the menu names 3 #%, #4E
¥, action bar pull-down = standard
that defines what happens when a user

moves the cursor to a particular menu
name on the action bar: the full menu is
displayed below the menu name #h £
T#iI; action code = single letter asso-
ciated with a particular menu option to
speed up selection; when the letter ac-
tion code is pressed, the menu option is
selected; for example, in Windows,
the convention is F for the file menu, E
for the edit menu, and H for the help
menu 3 {E 7%, # /E & ; action cycle =
complete set of actions involved in one
operation (including reading data, pro-
cessing, storing results, etc.) #h4E &
1,7 B A ; action list = list of choic-
es #1E%; action message message dis-
played to inform the user that an action
or input is required ZhE{E B , KB 1EMF
B ; action-object = object to which a
user specifies an action should be ap-
plied ##%% (€¢) movement #H{E: ac-
tion field = area to be photographed by
a camera 3 X % ; action frame =
camera field of view where the filmed
action is taking place 3k §i; action
shot = still photograph showing action
taking place (such as a person running)
BBk, A RAE (d) (film) the
command to begin a performance, said
by a director to an actor 4

< activate verb to start a process or
to make a device start working ¥ 3, F
%, % %. Pressing CR activates the
printer . #%TF CR @RI IFITERHL.

<> active adjective busy or working
or being used FE A, AW, HHK, K4
B, AP, HRK: active device =
electronic component that provides gain
HRBE(HM4); active file = file
which is being worked on 3 A 3c 4, B4
3, IE 7E {8 B B X #F; active state =
electronic state that causes an action to
occur FEFRE, MERS, HHRES,; ac-
tive window = area of display screen
where you are currently working % & #
0 see also &5 WINDOW

<> activity noun (a) being active or



activated

busy & 8, #& h % activity loading =
method of organizing disk contents so
that the most often accessed files or
programs can be loaded quickly & % %
A, activity ratio = number of files
currently in use compared to the total
stored %1% (b) activities = jobs or
tasks which are being performed on a
computer %3, %

activated adjective (in an author-
ing tool or programming language )
button or field in a screen layout that
has a script attached to it; the script is
executed when the user clicks on the
button # % 9 (NOTE: If the button or
field is not activated, it is normally
displayed greyed out and does not re-
spond if a user selects it.)

active adjective E sy, H B W, HHK
#: (in a multitasking operating
system ) active application = applica-
tion currently being used by a user B8
MARBRF, G N AR active area =
(i) (in a spreadsheet program ) the
area that contains data bounded by the
top left hand corner and the bottom
right hand cell HH @A (i) (in a
graphical window ) an area that will
start or select a function if the user
moves the pointer into it with a mouse
BBIX,&EshX; active cell = spread-
sheet cell which is currently selected
with a cursor or pointer & 3h 870 (&),
WA ST(H) ; active code page = code
page currently in use by the system &zl
7K ; active database = database file
currently being accessed by a database
management program TSI ¥ E, HH
Mg Fe; (in a network ) active device
= electronic component that provides
gain & M % % ; active file = file which
is being worked on B X #, BB X4,
I A 55 53 10 ST 4%, %4 80 3L 445 active gate-
way = gateway that exchanges routing
information, unlike a passive gateway
HHMAL; active high = electronic sig-
nal that is logical one when it is high or

at five volts B @ 7 A% ; active hub =
network device that selectively directs
packets of data according to their ad-
dress or content HHE L see also &
R HUB; active line = line in a2 commu-
nications link or port that is being used
to transfer data or carry control signals
AR, H AL, active link = link
currently being used to transfer infor-
mation BY A & 8%, A R & B active low
= electronic signal that is valid when it
is low or logical zero or at zero volts {&
% % ; active matrix liquid crystal
display way of making liquid crystal
displays (for laptop computer screens)
in which each pixel is controlled by its
own transistor giving a clearer and
brighter screen image, but that con-
sumes more power H B EK K & B R
active menu menu selection currently
displayed below a menu bar % sh¥ &, 5
JE3E#; active node = node on a net-
work connected to or available to con-
nect to another node H 3 ¥ &, A ¥
#i; active printer = printer that is cur-
rently connected to the computer’s
printer port 3 A T EI L, B BT P HL;
(in a multitasking system )active pro-
gram = program that is currently in
control of the processor &S B ¥, H % #®
F¥; active record = record that is being
updated or accessed & #iC % ; active re-
gion area on a screen that will start an
action or has been defined as a hotspot
fER X, B X, & 3 IX; active state =
electronic state that causes an action to
occur HHRE, MERE, FHRE; ac-
tive storage = main storage, fast ac-
cess RAM whose locations can be di-
rectly and immediately addressed by the
CPU 75 3 7 $% 8%, 9L I 47 4 2, active
window = (i) area of display screen in
which you are currently working (ii)
(in a GUI or SAA CUA frontend) the
window that is currently the focus of
cursor movements and screen displays
EHHE O see also 5 WINDOW
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adapter

< activity noun 1 3. activity level
= maximum number of jobs that can
run in a multitasking system 3% ) 2 ¥,
EE % ; activity light = small light or
LED on the front of a disk drive or
computer that indicates when the disk
drive is reading or writing data to disk
(TERAS)HFIT; activity trail =
record of activities carried out ¥ sh & (¥
i)

actual address or absolute ad-
dress noun computer storage address
that directly, without any modificati-
on, accesses a location or device SLRRH#L
hb , 4 %t 3 bt

<> actual data transfer rate average
number of data bits transferred in a pe-
riod of time SCFR¥E 155 %

actuator noun mechanical device that
can be controlled by an external signal
(such as the read/write head in a disk
drive) Zzhas, feshd g

ACU = AUTOMATIC CALLING UNIT
R NE 5

acuity noun (a) ability of the eye to
define between shades and shapes of an
object 4+ 8t 8 51, R E (b) ability of
the ear to detect frequency or volume
changes sy ¥EgE 1, R

acutance noun ability of a lens to
produce clear edges i /&

acute adjective (a) very sharp or
clear #4869 (b) acute accent = accent
above a character, which slopes up-
wards to the right BE &S

A toD or A/D = ANALOG TO DIGI-
TAL#H 3 #: A to D converter or
A/D converter = ANALOG TO DIGI-
TAL CONVERTER #4481 3 5 55 e 28

AD (film) = ASSISTANT DIREC-
TOR, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR person
who carries out the director’s instruc-
tions, oversees the work and where-
abouts of the actors, technicians and rest
of crew and works in close contact with
the production unit B ¥ S 3

ADA noun high-level programming

language that is used mainly in
military, industrial and scientific fields
of computing ADAES

adapt verb to change to fit &%, &
Bi: Can this computer be adapted to
take 5.25 inch disks 7 XFhitHEHL A &
BE-THEZER S 1K

adapter or adaptor noun device
that allows two or more incompatible
devices to be connected together i& i 2% ,
54 8%: The cable adapter allows at-
tachment of the scanner to the SCSI in-
terface . 453 BC #% 7T 3 43 4 (U & B SC-
S1# 0 £, The cable to connect the sc-
anner to the adapter is included in the
package . EHEPHMERBHBREL
% B %, adapter card = interface card
(that plugs into an expansion slot in a
computer) that allows incompatible de-
vices to communicate; for example, a
display adapter allows a computer to
display text and images on a monitor &
A2+ ; adapter plug = plug which al-
lows devices with different plugs (two-
pin, three-pin, etc.) to be fitted into
the same socket B R 8S#EL , FHEHHE L,
graphics adapter = electronic device
(normally on an expansion card) in a
computer that converts software com-
mands into electrical signals that display
graphics on a connected monitor & ¥ &
%% : The new graphics adapter is ca-
pable of displaying higher resolution
graphics. FHEARLERBEBERER
SH R E®R., see also £ R CGA,
EGA, VGA; network adapter = add-in
board that connects a computer to a
network; the board converts the
computer’s data into electrical signals
that are then transmitted along the net-
work cable W% & Bt 2%

 adaptation noun ability of a device
to adjust its sensitivity range according
to various situations i& K, UG &g, %
the adaptation of the eye to respond to

" different levels of brightness W it %

VASE B A | 4 38 B
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adaptive channel allocation
noun providing communications chan-
nels according to demand rather than a
fixed allocation B 3& Ri{5iK 4 K

< adaptive differential pulse-code
modulation ( ADPCM) CCITT standard
that defines a method of converting a voice
or analog signal into a compressed digital
signal 5 3 BT 2 43 bk 5 8 4

< adaptive interframe transform
coding class of compression algorithms
commonly used with video signals to re-
duce the data transmission rate & & ¥ #i
fi] 7E 48 45 65

< adaptive packet assembly
method used by the MNP error correct-
ing protocol to adjust the size of data
packets according to the quality of the
telephone line (the better the line, the

bigger the packet size) B i& I f1 % A¢
[H7]

<> adaptive routing ability of a sys-
tem to change its communications
routes according to situations such as
line failure 15 & 57 B% e 25 #5

¢ adaptive systems ability of a sys-
tem to alter its responses and processes
according to situations Hi&RM E%
adaptor see . ADAPTER

ADB™ Apple Desktop Bus noun se-
rial bus built into Apple Macintosh
computers that allows low-speed
devices, such as the keyboard and
mouse, to communicate with the pro-
cessor ¥R EH R K BL

ADC = ANALOG TO DIGITAL CON-
VERTER noun electronic device that
converts an analog input signal to a dig-
ital output form, that can be used by a
computer BB T S

add verb (a) to put figures together
to make a total fii: In the spreadsheet
each column should be added to make a
subtotal . FE3FHR M HE— XM ME
H—~4/hit, (b) to put things together
to form a larger group #¥m,mA: The
software house has added a new man-

agement package to its range of prod-
ucts . W WM T -1 FOBTHEKM
1,5 KT =S %, Adding or deleting
material from the text is easy using the
edit program. FiX M REBEFMN X F D
EMKBBENERBELNE,

<> added entry noun secondary file
entry in a library catalogue Kt ims B

<> addend noun number added to the
augend in an addition sum %K

< adder noun device or routine that
provides the sum of two or more digital
inputs fi#%#% . full adder or three input
adder = binary addition circuit which
can produce the sum of two inputs, and
can also accept a carry input, producing
a carry output if necessary £ ik g, -
AN N 2% ; half adder or two input
adder binary addition circuit which can
produce the sum of two inputs and a
carry output if necessary, but will not

accept a carry input 3 5k 28, Wi A %
ek g

< add-in noun & adjective ( some-
thing) which is added &4, Bt fin 3@ , £
5 : The first method is to use a page
description language, the second is to
use an add-in processor card . % —Fh i
BRFEAAE#ERES BN IERUA
Mt Bk, Can you explain the add-
in card method ? e B— FHme €
F R 7 Processing is much faster with
add-in cards. %% 7 B0+ 4b B R B HR
BET,

<> additional adjective which is
added or which is extra ¥ fn , Hist a9 .
Can we add three additional worksta-
tions to the network ? BRI FEEEL =
BETEHBKDIN L7

< additional dialogue replacement
see W ADR

< additive colour mixing verb to
mix different coloured lights to produce
the colour which is wanted s 4 g, tn
ERES

& add-on noun & adjective piece
of software or hardware that is added
to a computer system to improve its
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address

performance 3" 7 &, S R $E 4. The
add-on hard disk will boost the
computer’s storage capabilities. 5h 1%
BREMAHEIYFEE R, The new
add-on board allows colour graphics to
be displayed . ity U BR¥ G H
#% ., (NOTE: The opposite is built-in. )
address 1 noun (a) details of num-
ber, street and town where an office is
or a person lives #it: My business
address and phone number are printed
on the card . i 7p 20 o hik 0 e 35 5 B3 €]
fEiX % k K L, cable address = short
address for sending cables ® # H &,
home address = address of a house or
flat where someone lives % E£ { #i-:
Please send the documents to my home
address . X% PR M 5. address
list = list of addresses ik 5 &: We
keep an address list of two thousand
businesses in Europe. R 116 % T KK
WaF ik, (b) number allowing a
central processing unit to reference a
physical location in a storage medium in
a computer system Hiiit: Each separate
memory word has its own unique ad-
dress. B—THMAFHTHRE—O1
it . This is the address at which the da-
ta starts . X FFIH At . address
base = part of an address that defines
the origin to which the logical address is
added it 3 s ; address bus = physi-
cal connection that carries the address
data in parallel form from the central
processing unit to external devices
Wit & see also £ W BIT, DATA
BUS; (in programming) address code
= part of a computer instruction that
contains the location of the operand #h
ht% ; address field or operand field =
part of a computer instruction that con-
tains the operand address data #b#k B¢,
#o ki (in a virtual memory system )
address mapping = virtual address that
is translated to a real address Huaik Bt §f,
a8 see also £ R VIRTUAL MEMO-
RY; address modification = changing

the address field, so that it can refer to
a different location #b #ik 4 &% ; address
register = register in a computer that
is able to store all the bits of an address
which can then be processed as a single
unit #iht FHLE see also &1 MAR; ad-
dress space = total number of possible
locations that can be directly addressed
by the program or CPU #i 4t %5 &) ; ad-
dress track = track on a magnetic disk
containing the addresses of files, etc.,
stored on other tracks #bhil ()i ; address
word = computer word, usually made up
of two data words that contain address data
Mt (€) unique number that identifies a
device on a network #1} : address book =
(1) (in a network) list of node addresses
ht#@ (i) (in electronic mail ) list of the
network addresses of other users to which
electronic mail can be sent # it #; (in
networks) address code = part of a packet
that contains the address of the destination
node #b 4t 75; address resolution protocol
(ARP) = protocol used within the TCP/
IP; standard to link one IP address to a
low-level physical address it 3 5 HHiX see
also 2 1. TCP/IP; address translation =
an address produced by calculating an ex-
pression Hufit# #:; destination address =
address of the node to which data is being
transferred or sent H##eit; network ad-
dress = unique number that identifies each
device on a network FI%%Hhk

QUOTE The world’s largest open data
network, the Internet, links more than
10, 000 local networks and 3 million
workstations in 50 countries. It has
grown so fast that its address space is
‘bust’ and is being redesigned to allow
further expansion.

51 3C 1t 5 K i F BRI R R A R
TS50 4ExM 10,000 4 & 5 M 4% 0
300 FA TS, WP KRE, i
W E+SER,FUEEEFRT, UE
H—HT & Computing
2 verb (&) to write the details of an
address on an envelope, etc. Bt to




