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At the front of the intellectual pantheon of the 19th century stand the
figures of Karl Marx (1818-83), Sigmund Freud (1856—1939) and
Friedrich Nietzsche (1844—1900). Marx’s critique of the social-economic
system and Freud’s analysis of psycho-sexual life have been well
assimilated by the late 20th century. The ideas of Nietzsche, however,
remain on the horizon of modern consciousness: a disturbing, even
frightening, challenge which he knew would not be taken up in his own
lifetime. “Imagine a book which speaks of nothing but events which lie
outside the possibility of general or even of rare experiences — the first
language for a new range of experiences. In this case, nothing will be
heard!”

MY TIME HAS
NOT YET COME;
SOME ARE BORN
POSTHUMOUSLY.

Today, more than 100 years later, we are slowly becoming aware of the

profound changes in our relationship to truth, science and morality which
Nietzsche foretold.
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Early Years

On 15 October 1844 in Rocken, Saxony, the Lutheran pastor was
blessed with the birth of his first child, Friedrich Witheim Nietzsche. The
family claimed Polish aristocratic descent, and had produced many
generations of clergymen.

SO 1T 18 EXPECTED THAT
YOUNG FRIEDRICH WILL CONTINUE
IN THE FAMILY TRADITION.

THIS WILL PROVE
TO BE A MOST IRONIC
ASSUMPTION!

V%

Nietzsche's father died of a brain injury following a fall when the boy was
only five years old. The next year the family moved to Naumberg. The little
boy was introspective and loved poetry and music. At school they calied
him “the little pastor”, and at home he dwelt with his mother, his sister, a

grandmother and two aunts. A formative experience, as we shall see!
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In 1858, at the age of 14, Nietzsche gained a scholarship to study at the
famous Pforta school near Naumberg, a strict Lutheran boarding schoot
of high academic status, where he acquired his love of classical studies.
He excelled in Greek and Latin and was devoted to Plato and Aeschylus.

| COMPOSED POETRY
AND MUSIC, AND TOGETHER
WITH MY FRIENDS | FOUNDED
A LITERARY SOCIETY,
“GERMANIA",
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When, in 1864, Nietzsche left Pforta, there was still no hint of the changes
to come in his thinking: he thanked his masters and stated his debt of
gratitude “to God and the King”.
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1864 €€ 10 H, 20 % W B In October 1864, at 20 years of age, Nietzsche entered the University
of Bonn to study theology and philology (the literary analysis of classical

Rift A B BAK ¥ T E B texts). He soon renounced theology. He explained this in a letter to his
2 (W y B OCERGH AT LA S younger sister Elizabeth.
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B oHF, iRERNOEE
EUURES TR R — The next year he moved to Leipzig to follow his favourite professor,

Ritschi, who had taken a teaching post at the university.
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Schopenhauer: the Denial of Life

At Leipzig, in a second-hand bookshop, Nietzsche discovered The World
as Will and Idea by the German idealist philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer
(1788-1860), whose atheism would echo through his own writings.
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FROM EVERY LINE
| HEARD THE CRY OF DENOUNGEMENT,
DENIAL AND RESIGNATION; | SAW IN
THE BOOK A MIRROR IN WHICH THE WORLD,
LIFE ITSELF, AND MY OWN SOUL
WERE ALL REFLECTED WITH
HORRIFYING FIDELITY.

Nay, it is a very eas
n_a like position;
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For Schopenhauer, like his great predecessor Immanuel Kant, there is a
fundamental distinction between the world as it appears (phenomena)
and the world as it truly is (noumena).

All appearances are mere physical manifestations of an underlying
reality, which for Schopenhauer 1s the WILL.

THUS, BEHIND THE APPEARANCE
QF MY BODILY MOVEMENTS LIES THE
REALITY OF MY WiLL OR DESIRE. THIS
WILL DOES NOT EXIST LIKE MY BODY IN
TIME AND SPACE —IT IS NOT A PHYSICAL
ENTITY AT ALL, BUT UNDERLIES THE
WHOLE OF ANIMATE AND INANIMATE
NATURE THROUGHOUT
THE COSMOS.

= |
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This timeless, non-physical cosmic force doesn't iead Schopenhauer to
the idea of a God. Instead, Will is seen as the source of all suffering,
“since willing never brings contentment, but only further desire! (An echa
of the teaching of Gautama Buddha.) Thus we are condemned to the
endiess pursuit of impossible desires: “We blow out a soap-bubble as
long and as large as possibie, although we well know that it will burst.”

Kant B 1% (1724—1804) , 1&
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This suggests a pessimistic resignation to endure life as best we
can. Although Nietzsche later rejected this profound pessimism,
Schopenhauer's sombre, atheistic image of a universe moved by
blind Will with no ultimate meaning or solace stayed with him,

--.THE NEVER-SATISFIED
WISHES, THE FRUSTRATED EFFQRTS,

THE HOPES UNMERCIFULLY
CRUSHED BY FATE, THE UNFORTUNATE
ERRORS OF THE WHOLE LIFE,
WITH INCREASING SUFFERING
AND DEATH AT THE END,

ARE ALWAYS A TRAGEDY.

( N

SCHOPENHAUER
PREACHES ASCETICISM
AND THE DENIAL OF LiFE.
| SHALL TEACH THE JOYFUL
RFFIRMATION OF LIFE!
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The Scholar as Anti-Scholar

In 1867, Nietzsche was called away from his studies to do military service
in the Prussian army. Serving in an artillery regiment, he suffered a bad
chest injury while mounting a horse. From childhood, his health had never
been good and it was to decline steadily in the future. While convalescing,
he began to refiect on the academic way of life and philology in particular.
In a letter to his friend Erwin Rhode, 20 November 1867, he writes of

“. .. the mole-like activities of the philological brood . . . their indifference
to the true and urgent problems of life.”

AND WHAT IS PHILOLOGY?
THE ART OF READING SLOWLY!

“In the scholar, the instinct of self-defence has decayed; otherwise he
would defend himself against books. The scholar is a decadent.”

“All writing is useless that does not contain a stimulus to activity.”

regiment n. (—) K#t,(—) K& decline v. Rik, % convalesce v. W £, K E  brood n. — %,
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Meanwhile, Nietzsche’s early essays on classical Greek culture, published SimEet, CElEmi)
in the Rheinisches Museum, brought him to the attention of the authorities ©
at the University of Basel. The following year, 1868, Professor Ritschi HETRREMOILEA XS

received a letter from that university asking if he thought Herr Nietzsche FRECAEBIE, S RTEE
would make a good Professor of Philology.
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His teachers at Leipzig decided to award his degree without final HEWt+ESR, BRER
examination. Clearly this student was possessed of an unusual
intellectual ability. BEIRREHB, B2 RERF
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At Basel, where he taught for the next ten years, Nietzsche became it L 69 5
increasingly disillusioned with academic life. This, and his steadity RAM—K, B, e 18794
daclining health, would lead to his resignation in 1879 at the age of 34. : “(7p 2
“No entirely radical truth is possible (in academic life).” RIRT, S04 %, (¥
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The Birth of Tragedy from the Spirit of
Music

When his first book The Birth of Tragedy appeared in 1872, it served only
to distance him from the academic establishment. The only review of it
commented: “Anyone who has written a work of this sort s finished as a
scholar.’

It is easy to see why this book was vilified and dismissed by his colleagues,
since it undermines the traditional division between rational-philosophical
discourse and creative-artistic expression, so dear to the Western
intellectual tradition. This wonderfully ambitious work seeks to explain . . .
1. The origin of Greek classical tragedy.

2. A fundamental dichotomy in human culture and thought between
rational and aesthetic experience.

3. Why the aesthetic form of life is fundamental and the rational 1s
secondary.

4. Why modern culture is sick and how it must be revived.

It achieves its aims using argument, metaphor, anecdote, exhortation,
rhetoric and poetic licence, and shows why Nietzsche is the “problem
philosopher” for academics: he will not confine his style to orthodox
rationai expression! Instead, he rattles the iron cage of language, and like
the poet Schiller, he believes that “a certain musical disposition of mind
comes first, and after that foliows the poetical idea.”
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Apollo and Dionysus BT iR B N Ak B R T

. . KRR & ED
Dionysus, the Greek god of wine, revelry and sensual abandon, . .
represents “primary man”. The followers of this cult cast aside language MEMH, A TERMBER
and personal identity to enter an ecstatic dance. Music and intoxication o fEL« » o
are their means, and “mystical collective ecstasy” is their end. % ARMRE IR A" X
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This trance-like condition briefly protects us from our sense of isolation 1%& eI AN L 1
and the transitory nature of human life, from which our intuition won't M, TXERENHEES
allow us to escape. Fo TR AT 0k
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EPHEMERAL WRETCH, BEGOTTEN
BY ACCIDENT AND TOIL, WHY 00 YOU
FORCE ME TO TELL YOU WHAT IT

WOULD BE YOUR GREATEST BOON
NOT TO HEAR? WHAT WOULD BE BEST
FOR YOU IS QUITE BEYOND YOUR
REACH: NOT TO HAVE BEEN BORN,
NOT TO BE, TO BE NOTHING. BUT
THE SECOND BEST IS
T0 DIE SOON!

MO THE How ot Ll

ansteer God Apollo
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Apollo, the Sun god of order and reason, embodied in the dream of
illusion, represents civilized man. The Apolline cult generates optimism.
lts insistence on form, visual beauty and rational understanding helps to
fortify us against the Dionysian terror and the irrational frenzy it produces.
“To be able to live at afl, the Greeks had to place befcre themselves the
shining fantasy of the Olympians”, with Apollo as their greatest god. Self-
control, self-knowledge and moderation: the “middle-path” of the
philosopher Aristotle (385-322 BC).

WHAT AESTHETIC EFFECT IS PRODUCED
WHEN THE APOLLONIAN AND DIONYSIAN
FORCES OF ART, USUALLY SEPARATE, ARE
MADE TO WORK ALONGSIDE EACH OTHER?
OR TO PUT IT MORE PRECISELY, IN WHAT
RELATION DOES MUSIC STAND TO
IMAGE AND CONCEPT?

SCHOPENHAUER
TELLS US . . .

MUSIC IS DISTINGUISHED FROM
ALL THE OTHER ARTS BY THE FACT THAT
IT{S NOT A COPY OF THE PHENOMENON
... BUT A DIRECT COPY OF THE WILL
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