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Tectonic Types of Oil and Gas
Basins in China
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Abstract The hydrocarbon-bearing basins in China consist of the
following three basic tectonic styles:

1. Eastern China-Tension Type Basins A series of intraplate rift-
subsided basins, distributed east of the Daxin’anling-Taihangshan-
Yangtze Gorge trend, was formed under the influence of an upwarping
of the upper mantle. Examples are the polycyclic rift-subsided basins
such as the Bohai Gulf, Subei (Northern Jiangsu), and Jianghan basins.
The Pearl River Mouth Basin is also a rift-subsided basin, located along
the continental margin and northern edge of the tensional South China
Sea.

2. Central China-Transition Type Basins FExamples are the poly-
cyclic subsided basins such as the Ordos and the Sichuan basins.

3. Western China-Compression Type Basins Examples are the
large oval-shaped composite basins such as the Junggar, Tarim, and
Qaidam basins; the Foredeep basins such as the Usu, Kuqa, Jiuquan,
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and Minle basins; and the intermontane basins such as the Turpan Ba-

sin.
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