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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME III

Volume Wl of Modern Chinese— Beginner' s Course has been
wompiled as the successor to Volumes I and II; it functions as the
next higher stage of teaching material. Volumes I and II are aimed
at training the students in basic language, intonation, and arammar
skills. The material in Volume III is based upon skills aquired in the
previous stages. By employing analysis of carefully selected pieces of
typical Chinese writings, this volume helps both to deepen. the
students’ understanding of Chinese, and to improve their ability in
spoken and written expression. Instruction at this level is the
intensive of basic Chinese and thus has practical significance.

1. Principles of compilation

1. This textbook is directed at foreign students who major in
Chinese literature and history. In order to broaden their training in
language comprehension and assimilation, attention was given to
selecting articles of varying genre, style, and subject matter which
would be suitable to meet the reading and expression needs of the
students’ fields of study.

2.This textbook is edited for adults who have achieved a
-onsiderable level of literacy. Accordingly, the selections reveal a
lue level of profundity and thereby serve to arouse the students
nterest, to enrich their knowledge and to expand their fields of
rision. In the explanatory notes for each lesson, special attention is
vaid to the background knowledge of Chinese culture explored in the
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text.

3.The difficulty level of the texts is controlled. In order to
maintain a degree of difficulty consonant with the studeﬁts ability,
the texts either are based on relevant materials or are condensed
forms of already published articles. There are 600-1600 words in
each text and the average number of new words is ont more than 60.

4.Explanations of words, expressions, and grammar points are
concise. In order to give the students a sound grasp, each lesson has
no more than five expressions which must be explained and no more
than four grammar points. After ample classroom practice, students
are able to grasp the essentials.

5. The exercises lay stress on practicability. Some of the
exercises serve as practice on phrases and grammar; others are
designed to improve the students expressive ability. These exercises
can be practiced in written or oral form. Mechanical-type drills are
not the focal point of this textbook.

I1. Program for instruction

This textbook is composed of 20 texts. It takes 8-10 class

periods ( 50 minutes for each period) to complete a lesson. A

suggested distribution is as follows:

Construing new words and text 2 periods
Explanation of words and expressions 2 periods
Grammar points 2 periods
Retelling and discussion of the text 2 periods
Comprehensive practice and quizes 2 periods

The above mentioned is the structure for classroom teaching
only. Review, homework, checking students pre-class preparation,
and testing can be arranged by the teacher accordingly.

.5 .



III. Teaching methods

1. Stressing student preparation . Attention must be paid to the
students préparation for each lesson. The teacher should make an
outline based on the work which must be covered in the text by
which the students can prepare their lessons. In this way the
students will be trained in the ;spect of self-study and their study
initiative will be aroused. During class the students should be
directed toward a thorough mastery of skills.

2. Emphasizing key points . This textbook does mot attempt to
be exhaustive. Instead, it stresses practice on the essential words,
phrasés, and content of the texts. When explaining and drilling, the
teachers should always focus on the key points. Students can study
items of secondary importance at their own discretion.

3. The importance of systematic practice. The exercises in this
book are divided into three main categories; comprehensive
exercises, mechanical exercises, and creative exercises. The first
two methods function as a foundation to facilitate the progressive
employment of the creative exercises. The exercises regarded as
most important are those which require creative application.

4. Clarifving main ideas. While explaining the text, the
teacher should encourage the students to get a general picture of
what is going on. For instance, in a narrative the students should be
made to have a clear idea of when and where the story takes place,
who the characters are, as well as the gist of the story. If it is a
treatise, the students should be led to understand the thesis and
afgument. Difficult language points must be clarified. Afterwards,
the teacher should go a step further in analyzing the text, so as to
set forth an understanding of the cultural implications and latent
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meaning of the text. (In order to facilitate this, notes to the texts
are provided. )Such clarification of the texts is one of the important
aspects of teaching.

3. Reiteration and discussion practice. The reiteration and
discussion exercises designed for this textbook are an effective
method by which the student can improve their ability to express
themselves through utilizing Chinese. The teacher may guide the
students by prompting them. For instance, the teacher can make
several opening statements and the students can continue the story;
or the teacher may ask a series of questions letting the students sum
up the contents. Furthermore, the teacher may direct the students
to retell the story in a different tone, using different characters
based on their own imagination. When necessary, the teacher can
" make an outline of the story and set examples for the student to
follow.

Before in-class discussion, the teacher can prepare a series of
topical questions so as to keep the discussion flowing . Finally, the
teacher may instruct the students to sum up the different opinions
raised during discussion.

6. Supplementary instruction: This textbook provides
conditions for various language practice activities. The students may
also be organized to see films, videos, or to visit interesting places.
This will arouse the students’ enthusiasm for study and improve
their language ability. '

The above mentioned are the general teaching methods.
Teachers are not strictly confined to these rules. Based on their own
experience and dealings with different audiences, the teachers, by

all means, may arrange the material flexibly.



The compilation of this textbook began during the close of 1979
and underwent subsequent revision. Originally it was entitled
Intensive Modern Chinese Course. In the past several years this
textbook has been used in a number of training classes. In this
edition the articles were rearranged considerably, but the principles
guiding compilation and style remain the same. Consequently, this
revision still retains the original base.

Original Compilers: Lu Jianji, Li Jiyu, Liu Lanyun, Huang
Zhengcheng, Ding Yongshou and Qiu
Yanging
Revision Staff: Lu Jianji, Huang Zhengcheng and
Ding Yong shou
The Compilers
June 1987
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