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Introduction: Marco Polo and his travels in China

(1)

This part gives a brief introduction about Marco Po-
lo’s life experience and his travels in China, as well as
the influence of his book, and proved that he really went
to China.

H An enhghiment from a passage of an important official
document --

With the opportunity of companying the three envoys
for marriage sent by the Persian Ilkhan King, Marco Polo
and his family left China. This part tells that the names of
the three messengers were fully the same as those men-

tioned in Yonle Dadian, a famous Chinese encyclopae-

e (46)



* 2 - Marco Polo in China

dia, and from that makes the inference that Marco Polo
and the three messengers departed from China at rather
the beginning of 1291, than that of 1292 as generally
stated. This Document forcibly proved that Marco Polo
had arrived in China.

The Encyclopaedia Yonle Dadian and The Travels of Marco
Polo (The Description ofthc World) teecotcsssssstecsansrtones

Yongle Dadian was written in early Ming Dynasty,
with a quotation from Jingshi Dadian * ZhanChi edited in
Yuan Dynasty. The latter contained the passage of an offi-
cial document that can be proved Marco Polo’s arrival in
China. This part tells how I discovered that document and
identified it with Marco Polo’s departure from China.

The Verifications of Foreign Scholars

From different angles, American, French and British
scholars confirmed the date of Marco Polo’ s leaving China
that I have reaffirmed. They aren’t dubious of the truth
that Marco Polo really stayed in China.

Did Marco Polo know Chinese language and act as the
Governor-General of Yang — Zhou? -++-«-+t-eeeeesesmnnns
Marco Polo lived in China for 17 years, while a

number of places and things names recorded in his book

- (56)

- (66)

(75)
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were mostly expressed in Mongolian, Turkish ( Uighur)
and Persian( Arabic) . About the names of places and per-
sons in Chinese inland towns, his records were ambiguous
or not true to the original. Without exploring the reason,
scholars believed that he didn’t know Chinese. This part
tries to give an explanation on the basis of Mongol ruled
Yuan Dynasty’ s political and social circumstances. More-
over, about Marco Polo’ s claim of his governing Yang-
Zhou for 3 years, and the Chinese version called him the
Governor — General, I think this is a misunderstanding by
the Chinese translater. Whether or not he acted as an of-
ficial in YangZhou hasn’t been proved by history books,
and One version recorded that he had lived in YangZhou
for 3 years. The French scholar P. Pelliot thought that
Marco Polo probably acted as an official in charge of salt
business. Though there is no accurate evidence, this idea

may be kept for reference.
n Did Marco Polo only amived in North China? ««---------- ( 87)

The American scholar J. W. Haeger found out that
Marco Polo’ s Description about China left many contro-
versies and suspicious points. He argued that Marco Polo
had only visited around Beijing, that his records about
other places were heard in Beijing. This part, based alsc



