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Preface

Xu Huping

With a collection of over 400,000, Nanjing Museum is the third largest museum in China, following the
Forbidden Palace in Beijing and the National Palace Museum in Taiwan. This large number of collections
can be divided into two parts according to its origins: (1) More than 200,000 antiques in the two imperial
temporary dwelling palaces in Rehe and Fengtian of Qing Dynasty; (2) More than 200,000 antiques of
different dynasties, excavated and collected in the course of folk custom and Nationality investigations since
1920s. These valuable cultural relics. with various categories. namely. stone implements, pottery, jade,
bronze. porcelain. lacquer. gold and silver. calligraphy. painting, seal, embroidery, bamboo, wood, ivory and
other materials, are not only an embodiment of the superb wisdom and creativity of the Chinese nation of the
thousands years. but also a vivid description of the Chinese nation's development, which are of great value
both in history and in art.

However, in the past years, only a smallest part of the relics. as the first-hand materials for academic
research, or exhibits of Chinese culture. gave play to the academic study and exhibition domestic and
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overseas, which help us to publicize and carry forward the excellent national tradition, to promote cultural
communication. and to study or have a better understanding of our history and the development of the
nation’s culture. Due to the large number of collection and work force limit in the museum. most of the
antiques are still kept in the storerooms, which are not used in research, publication, and exhibition. We have
generally achieved the preservation function of the museum, but the other two functions-education and

research, have not been brought into full play. which will require the long-term effort of generations.

In order to push the preservation. education. and research functions of the museum onto a high level, to
awake the sleeping collections in the storerooms and let them go nearer to the people, scholars and the
world, and to let more people know Nanjing Museum, we collected the best parts of the ten categories, such
as puinted pottery, jade, bronze, gold and silver, red clay teapot, imperial kiln porcelain of Qing Dynasty,
celadon, calligraphy, painting, and embroidery. and compile a series of Gems of the Collections in Nanjing
Museum. Though the collections in this series, as compared with the whole collections of our museum, are
Just a drop in the ocean. they are the representative gems with final conclusion by the experts domestic and
overseas after long period of study. You could get a hint of the quality of the various collections in Nanjing
museum from this series.
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We have carried on the study. arrangement. and publication of the collections for dozens of years, but it has
Just started: there is still a long way before us and a large amount of work to do. We are lucky in a flourishing
age with economic prosperity and social stability. in an age for Chinese culture to step into the world and the
splendid future. it is our responsibility to do our best at our own job and leave behind us more spiritual

wealth for the sake of future generations,
Jul 28,1997

Hou ban shan yuan in Nanjing
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Bronze Wares of Shang and Zhou
Dynasties Unearthed in Jiangsu

Zhang Min

Chinese bronze wares originated in Xia Dynasty and underwent their prosperity in Shang Dynasty. The
scatteringly unearthed bronze wares in Jiangsu Province, with the earliest object dating to later Shang
Dynasty, developed gradually since Western Zhou Dynasty. and prospered from Western Zhou Dynasty
to the Spring and Autumn Period. In the Warring States Period. bronze wares declined though few
objects have been excavated now.

Since Western Zhou Dynasty, Jiangsu, early or late, had been the territory of Wu, Xu, Han and Yue
States, and the unearthed bronze wares are therefore related to these kingdoms on the whole.

The bronze wares unearthed in Jiangsu may be categorized into four types in terms of their different
shapes and decorative styles:

1.0bjects of central China or imitative objects of central China, like Lei with three sheep, circular vessel
Yihoushi Gui and Bo Gui, etc..

2.0bjects, inspired by those of central China, but the local style as well, like Li and Zun with single ear,
Ding with tiger ear and bird ear, etc..

3.Bronze wares with rich local style. unseen in central China, like hornshaped objects, Zhangshou,

Zhangzun and Sanlunpan, etc..

4.Bronze wares frequently seen in South China but unseen in central China, like Nao, Zheng, Chunyu,
and Goudiao etc..
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Bronse Wares of Shang and Zhou Dy nasties Unearthed in Jiangsu
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Leiwine vessel with three sheep

2, AL

t.on wine vessel with beast head und double cars

3. E 3

Heowine vessel with heast head and

4. WM Bar s 4

He wine vessel with phoeniv and bird design

5. Vi 5

Sigong, wine vessel

ooy Az i
6, .Y 6 1
Hu. wine vessel with standing birds 5
3 iz fh
7 ~ % éﬁ' KA 7 #
Precious reticulated bronze pot 4
B

MY HJE e el
8, My 8 A

Zan, wine vessel with hc\x\l—r\hupc;! bead and hanging belly s
9, g4 9

Zon.wine vessel with bird desipn 4

10, e 10

Zun. wine vessel with single handle

11, Wl 2y 85 1

Zun. wine yessel with coiled serpem design

12, % 12

Zun. wine vessel in the ~hape of sheep

13, "B9§ 14

Zun. wine vessel i the shape of ox

e 55 4o il 1
14, o) 15 py
Ding. cooking vessel with Tao-tie design

P

15, IR VEgh 16 "

Ding. cooking vessel with tger-shaped ears

16, B L 17

Ding. cooking vessel with bird-shaped ears

17, #1f i 18

Ding. undecorated cooking vesset

18, oL 19

Ding. cooking vessel with cloud design

EHL) 4 vl
19, %4 El<A?)(§l)L?)[JI|'. 20
Ding. sitver-indaid cooking vessel. with ctoud and dragon designs
-
20, 21
L1 cooking vessel
\;
210 ™ 22
L1, cooking vessel

22, MG 23

Li. cookmg vessel with single handic
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Yan. cooking vesscl with Beast-mark design

24, BB &

He, wine vessel in the shape of Yan(cooking vessely

25, #ELrt:

Gui, containing vessel with dragon design

26, MEELLEL

Gui. containing vessel with descending fish scale design

27, iR

Gui, contining vessel with a tlatiened belly

28, YUk

Xi-lin Fu, containing vessel

29, BN

Pan. water vessel with dragon design

30,

Small-sized Pan. water vessel

31, fh earfit

Pan, water vessel with fish and dragon design

32, gRey|u

Yi. water vessel with dragon design

33, UREELY |
Water vessel Yi with interfaced hydra design
34, WhE S
Fou. wine vessel with interfuced hydra design

35, H4

Shiji Fou. wine vessel

36, HEr ik

Fou. wine vessel with feather design

37, BRTEL K

Jian, water vessel with coiled serpent design

38, WA %
Juan. water vessel ot Yilin emperor
39, #

Basin

40, %

Nao, musical instrumient

41, 1L %

Zhen Lu Bo, musical instrument

42, I e

Zhen Lu bell, musical instrument

43, e
Zang-sun bell. musical instrument
N
44, RELEET
Chunyu. musical instrument with tiger-shaped knoh

45, I’

Ding-ning. musical instrumient

46, wXugH

Ring tor hanging a drum

47, HLRL

Small dragon-shaped staff

48, hyAL

Pigeon-shaped statf

49, 4"

Shovel

50, Rbgg

Crouching deer

24
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26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52
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Lei, wine vessel with three sheep
Late Shang Dynasty
Bronze OH:29.0cm
Collected in 1973 in Jiangning
The object is divided into three parts by long ridges between three sheep heads extending from the vessel's
shoulder. Tao-tie pattern is adorned on each part, The shoulder is decorated with Tao-tie pattern composed of
the dragon design interfocked with the main design. The ground design is cloud and thunder pattern.
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Lei, wine vessel with beast head and double ears
Late Western Zhou Dynasty
Bronze OH:19.9cm
Unearthed in 1930 at Poshankou site in Yizhen
The vessel is decorated with lozenge pattern which has punctuation pattern within. Beast heads extend from
the'two ears. The objects is featured with rich local style,
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He,wine vessel with beast head
Early Western Zhou Dynasty
Bronze OH:30.5ctm
Unearthed in 1954 at Yandunshan site in Dantu
The knob of the cover and the single ear of the object are all in beast-head shape. The shoulder is decorated
with a band of design. Plain in shape is its feature.
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He, wine vessel with phoenix and bird design
Late Western Zhou Dynasty
Bronze OH:29.8cm
Unearthed in 1930 at Poshankou site in Yizhen
The knob of the cover is shaped like a fork and not commonly seen. The cover is adorned with phoenix and
bird design, while the shouider with bird and ring-shaped designs.




