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Unit 1

Passage A
Dreamer of Useful Dreams (I)

Paral Thomas Alva Edison was born in the early morning hours of the 11th of February, in
1847, in the busy little town of Milan, Ohio. His father’s small red house stood on a little hill
near the Huron River. The ground was covered deeply by snow. The darkness of winter was
weakly lighted by candles and oil lamps, but the child who was born on that day was going to be
the one to light the lamp that shines everywhere in the world.

Para2 Edison was one of the greatest inventors in history. His most famous contributions in-
clude electric light, the phonograph, and improvements to the telegraph, telephone and motion
pictures. He was often said to be the greatest genius of his age. But Edison could never be happy
only because someone said he was a genius. “There is no such thing as genius.” Edison said,

“What people called genius was mostly hard work. ”

Para3 But Edison was a dreamer as well as a worker. From his earliest days as a child he won-
dered about the secrets of nature. “Nature,” he often said, “is full of secrets.” He tried to under-
stand them, then, he tried to learn what could usefully be done with them.

Para4 Edison enjoyed thinking. He knew that most people would do almost anything instead of
the difficult work of thinking, especially if they do not think very often. But he knew, too, that
thinking could give men enjoyment and pleasure.

Para5 As he loved to think, he also loved to work. On the day he became 75 years old, some-
one asked him what ideas he had about life. “Work.” he answered. He said he had enough inven-

tions in his mind to give him another 100 years of work.

Para 6 Edison was proudest of what he had done when his inventions succeeded in being useful.
He knew how important it was that people learn about his useful work, so that it would be used
more, but he never talked about his own greatness, or seemed to think about it very much. He

liked the honors people gave him. But he would have continued doing his work without them,
and without being noticed.

New Words
light /"ait/ v. n. to give light o S, H=
candle /'keendl/ 7. i



lamp /'leemp/ n.

shine /'[ain/ v. (shone, shone) 7.
inventor /in'venta/ n.
contribution * [ /kantri'bjufan/ n.
include /in'klu:d/ ».

phonograph * /'faunagraif/ n.
improvement * /im'pruzvment/ 7.
telegraph /'teligraef/ = .

motion /'moufan/ n.

age ['eid3/ n.

genius * ['d3imnjos/ n.

wonder ['wanda/ v.

secret /'sikrit/ 7. a.
understand /,anda'steend/ .
enjoy /in'd3oi/ v.
especially [is'pefali/ ad .
enjoyment {in'dzoimant/ 7.
pleasure /'plezaf 7.
invention /in'venfon/ n.
proud /'praud/ a.

succeed [sok'si:d/ v.

honor ['ona/ n.

continue /kan'tinjuy/ .

a device that gives artificial light T
x¥, BE
RHIR

to send out light
a person who invents
it 7

to put in a total; contain B¥E, BE

BEL

B, wE

iR

movement 53]

a period of time in history At

very great natural power of mind or a person who has
such power X7

wish to know FHIE

a thing known only to a few %, BBH

to know the meaning of %

to get pleasure from 3%

L, 52

R, 2%

the state of being happy R4, itk

the act of inventing &8 (#))

showing respect for oneself B

do well HZh

good name SRE, FE

to go on; keep up HE4E

Phrases and Expressions

as well as BE----- N oweens , e.g. He speaks Spanish as well as English.

(Bg----- ZHh) X,

M, BH

WH---
be proud of 5 CERTED WL i e.g. I am proud of my work.
wonder about HAE--- e.g. [ was wondering about his strange answer.
be full of AHE e.g. Life is full of ups and downs.
instead of LI#E e.g. He will go instead of his father.
succeed in doing  RIHEAY--- - e.g. At last I succeeded in making myself understood.

At last I succeeded in finding a job.



Proper Names

Thomas Alva Edison /'tomas '&lve'edisn/ LR - PR B - B AE
Ohio /au'haieu/ BzZR (EEPEEH—M)
Huron /'hjuzren/ HASTT

Exercise 1 Reading Comprehension ([ 3% )

1. According to Edison, genius .
A. was given to people at birth B. almost equal to hard work
C. could be got by learning D. made a person succeed
2. Which of the following statements is TRUE?
A. When Edison was a child, there was electric light.
B. Edison was happy to be called a genius.
C. Edison became interested in Nature when he was very young.
D. Edison invented the phonograph, electric light and telegraph, etc.
3. In Edison’s opinion, life was .
A. work B. full of pleasure C. honor D. difficult
4. We can infer from the passage that .
A. although most people don’t enjoy thinking, they think often
B. Edison was born in Autumn
C. Edison was 75 years old when he died
D. thinking always made Edison happy
5. Edison was most proud of
A. all of his inventions B. those inventions which were useful
C. all the honors people gave him D. being noticed and being talked about

Exercise 2 Word Study (iiC4:3)
Complete the sentences with each of the following words (use each only once). Change the form
if necessary.

proud age succeed enjoyment wonder
light honor discover inventor motion

1. The room is brilliantly and full of guests.

2. Many scientists contributed to the development of television, and no one person can be called
its

3. In so doing, he some letters in the youth’s coat pocket.



4. We are living in the of jet planes and space travel.

5. Alexander Graham Bell won and wealth for inventing the telephone.
6. Don’t you know that I always in whatever I try?

7. His child’s happiness was his chief

8. Now that we’ve finished this project, I'm about our next move.

9. You should avoid unnecessary __ of your hand while you are writing.
10. Twas ____ of my cousin when he shock hands with the President.

Exercise 3 Grammar Practice (iE7£%4:3) (&ZW., A, dia. #A))

1. Lily was going to a party so she brushed  well.

"A. her hairs B. her hair C. the hair D. the hairs
2. The boss needs a '

A. few weeks rest B. little weeks rest  C. little weeks’ rest D. few weeks’ rest

3. Thereis _____ hope that she will pass the exam.
A. few B. little C. small D. many
4. “Are my pencils on the table?” “No, there _____ on the table.”
A. aren’t anything B. isn’t anything C. aren’t something D. isn’t something
5. My parents ____ at home this evening.
A. are both B. all are C. both are D. are all
6. Peter and Tom are such good friends that they often give gifts to
A. each one B. one another C. each other D. each another
7. ___ _ the students knew that man.
A. Nobody B. No one of C. None of D. No
8. “Am [ late?” “No, there are still _____ seats left here.” '
A. few B. fewer C. fewest D. afew
9. “How many English novels do you have?” “I have ____ English novels. ”
A. very many B. a great deal of C. plenty of D. an amount of
10. We have two typewriters in our office, but __ of them works well.
A. neither B. none C. all D. no
11. Sorry, I don’t understand your question. I know __ French.
A. alitde B. litle C. few D. afew
12. on the shelf was missing.

A. One of the book B. None of books C. One of the books D. One of books
13. She told me about her trip to Australia.

A. anything B. the thing C. all thing D. something
14. There are so books to read and so work to do.
A. many, much B. much, many C. any, much D. some, many

15. The teacher asked .



A. Alice and I to help B. me and Alice to help

C. Alice and me to help D. I and Alice to help
16. He stays _____ till 10 o’clock every morning.
A. in bed B. in a bed C. in the bed D. on the bed
17. Galileo was _____ Italian physicist and astronomer who invented ____ telescope.
A a,a B. the, the C. an, a D. an, the
18. Tom has to write a report.
A. one-thousands-word B. one-thousand-words
C. one-thousand-word D. one-thousands-words
19. “What date is today?” “It’s 7
A. March twenty-first B. March the twenty-first
C. of March twenty-first D. March the twentieth-first
20. Abraham Lincolnis ____ .
A. the sixteen president B. president of sixteen

)

C. the sixteenth president . president of sixteenth

Exercise 4 Cloze (FEPIES)

When [ was two or three years old, I lived in a house that had a strange atmosphere (45 ).
Idonot __ 1 __ anything about the house __ 2 the stairway. It was dark and quite
3 __, and its steps were a little ___ 4 ___ for me to climb up. From the S of the
stairway, it __ 6 ___ like an endless climb __ 7 the top.

. Beyond the darkness at the top of the stairway, __ 8 2 middle-aged lady leaning
9 thewall. I had to pass her ___ 10 __ time I went to my room, for my room was the
first room from the stairs on the second __ 11

The lady wore a beautiful dress with a quiet pattern. Her peaceful eyes 12 at me ev-
ery time 1 went up to the stairs. As I carefully __ 13 __ up the last step, her eyes became
— 14 __on me. T was afraid, yet [ was also __ 15 __ about the lady. She didn’t talk
16 ___ she move. One day I touched her, __17 __ she did not react. She just kept staring
at me with her big eyes. __ 18 ___, we moved out of the house, and I never _ 19 __ her
again. Now I know that she was a model used for displaying (&7 ) clothes. My aunt used it for
her job. I did not know my mother. Maybe I 20 that the model was my mother. The

stairway with the strange atmosphere has an important place in my earliest memories.

1. A) remember B) forget C) research D) tell

2. A) beside B) besides C) except D) apart
3. A) open B) wide C) shallow D) narrow
4. A) low B) high C) big D) small
5. A) bottom B) middle C) top D) feet



A) looked
A) up

. A) there had been
. A) to

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

A) many
A) room
A) stared
A) ran

A) fix

A) happy
A) did nor
A) beat
A) Later
A) see

A) remembered

B) seemed
B) for

B) there were
B) against
B) one

B) ground
B) fixed

B) jumped
B) fixing

B) curious
B) nor did
B) smelt

B) Therefore
B) have seen
B) imagined

Exercise 5 Error Correction (2(45)
(Put  if there is no mistake; delete a word by /; add a word with /\ ; replace a word by under-

C) showed
C) to

C) there been
C) toward
C) every
C) stairway
C) looks
C) climbed
C) fixes

C) anxious
C) nor

C) saw

C) Because
C) saw

C) wanted

lining it; write down the correct word on the line. )

Although I know that I have to study much subjects

to become a well-rounded people, there are two courses

on that I put special focus. The most important course

to me is math. The reason for my attitude comes from

my career plans: [ want to work to designing computer

programs. Mathematics, of course, is basic to understand

computer operations. The course that second in importance

to me is English. In computer design, such in any business

area, it is important to be able to be communicate freely.

English will give me the tools to change my opinions.

Exercise 6 Writing (5 E)

Write a short passage about “A Typical Day in My Summer Vacation” using the following ex-
pressions and words.

D) had

D) on

D) there was
D) in

D) some

D) floor

D) stares

D) crawled
D) fixed

D) angry

D) did

D) touched
D) Gradually
D) would see
D) regarded

_\oooqc\m#.wl\)»—n

-y
e

in a small village, go fishing, wait for a bite, help, in the direction, fall into the river, jump into
the river, to the hospital, be saved



