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2 VANITY Em\@
BEFORE THE CURTAIN

As the manager of the Performance sits before the curtain
on the hoards and looks into the Fair, a feeling of profound
melancholy ® comes over him in his survey of the bustling
place.

There is a great quantity of eating and drinking, making
love and jilting ®, laughing and the contrary, smoking,
cheating, fighting, dancing and fiddling; there are bullies
pushing about, bucks ogling ® the women, knaves picking
pockets, policemen on the look-out, quacks bawling in
front of their booths, and yokels looking up at the tinselled
dancers and poor old rouged tumblers, while the
light-fingered folk are operating upon their pockets be-
hind. Yes, this is VANITY FAIR ®; not a moral place cer-
tainly; nor a merry one, though very noisy. Look at the
faces of the actors and buffoons when they come off from
their business,

A man with a reflective turn of mind, walking through an
exhibition of this sort, will not be oppressed, I take it, by
his own or other people’s hilarity. An episode of humour or
kindness touches and amuses him here and there.

T have no other moral than this to tag to the present story

of “Vanity Fair.” Some people consider Fairs immoral alto
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4 VANITY mm@

gether, and eschew D such, with their servants and families:
very likely they are right. But persons who think other-
wise. May perhaps like to step in for half an hour, and look
at the performances.

What more has the Manager of the Performance to say?

He is proud to think that his Puppets have given satisfac-
tion to the very best company in this empire. The famous
little Becky Puppet @ has been pronounced to be uncom-
monly flexible in the joints, and lively on the wire; the
Amelia Doll, though it has had a smaller circle of admirers,
has yet been carved and dressed with the greatest care by the
artist; the Dobbin Figure, though apparently clumsy, yet
dances in a very amusing and natural manner.

And with this, and a profound bow to his patrons, the

Manager retires, and the curtain rises.

S 4 e s o et om o



@i‘:’ﬁéﬁ 5

L BERFABREE, CHRAIRARRN | O oschor
Mo Rt AE SRR, tiffE B R | Usul#iF
Lk ER VNI 375 5 AN E 2

ST AR A2

B A PR AR 2] 3 [ R R A B ) N £ 3%
R RERER L, ERRABNLEERSE
— BB, KEBADBBETRE, —BLRE
WELB, FHEBZXWLERRWELIE AN
B, SZTAMROEI B EERE, &R
%. RERZBRE LEZETEN, BEE XY
ARKR,FEREG ,

@ puppet
[papit] A {8

KRR, GHE LR E SRR B

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
& EHHRIFWT, ;
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|



6 VANTTY Fm@

CHAPTER 1
Chiswick Mall ©

While the present century was in its teens, and on one sun
shiny morning in June, there drove up to the great iron gate
of Miss Pinkerton’s academy for young ladies, on Chiswick
Mall, a large family coach.

“It is Mrs. Sedley’s coach, sister, ” said Miss Jemima.

“Have you completed all the necessary preparations inci-
dent to Miss Sedley’ s departure, Miss Jemima?” asked Miss
Pinkerton herself, that majestic lady; the Semiramis of
Hammersmith @

“The girls were up at four this morming, packing her
trunks, sister, replied Miss Jemima; “we have made her a
bow-pot. ”

“Say a bouquet, sister Jemima, it is more genteel @, 7

Being commanded by her elder sister to get “the Dictio-
nary” from the cupboard, Miss Jemima had extracted two
copies of the book from the receptacle in question. When
Miss Pinkerton had finished the inscription in the first,

Jemima, with rather a dubious and timid air, handed her the

second.
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? VANITY FAIR @

“For whom is this, Miss Jemima?~ said Miss Pinkerton,
with awful @ coldness.

“For Becky Sharp: she’s going too.

“MISS JEMIMA!” exclaimed Miss Pinkerton, in the-
largest capitals. “Are you in your senses? Replace the
Dixonary in the closet, and never venture to take such a
liberty in future. ”

“Well, sister, it’s only two-and-nine pence, and poor
Becky will be miserable if she don’t get one. ”

“Send Miss Sedley instantly to me,” said Miss Pinker-
ton. And so venturing not to say another word, poor Jemima
trotted off, exceedingly flurried and nervous.

Miss Sedley’ s papa was a merchant ® in London, and a
man of some wealth; whereas Miss Sharp was an articled
pupil, for whom Miss Pinkerton had done, as she thought,
quite enough, without conferring ® upon her at parting the
high honour of the Dixonary.

The flowers, and the presents, and the trunks, and bon-
net-boxes of Miss Sedley having been arranged by Mr.
Sambo in the carriage, together with a very small and
weather-beaten old cow’s-skin trunk with Miss Sharp’ s card
neatly nailed upon it, which was delivered by Sambo with a
grin ®, and packed by the coachman with a corresponding

sneer ® — the hour for parting came.
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10 VANITY m\m@

The embracing ¢ was over; they parted - that is, Miss
Sedley parted from her friends. Miss Sharp had demurely
entered the carriage some minutes before. Nobody cried for
leaving HER.

“Stop! ” cried Miss Jemima, rushing to the gate with a
parcel. “It’ s some sandwiches, my dear, " said she to
Amelia.  “You may be hungry, you know; and Becky,
Becky Sharp, here’s a book for you that my sister — that s,
I - Johnson’ s Dixonary, you know; you mustn’ t leave us
without that. Good-by. Drive on, coachman. God bless
you! ”

And the kind creature retreated into the garden, overcome
with emotion @ ,

But, lo! and just as the coach drove off, Miss Sharp put
her pale face out of the window and actually flung the book
back into the garden.

The carriage rolled away; the great gates were closed; The

world is before the two young ladies; and so, farewell to

Chiswick Mall.
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2 VANITY Em@

CHAPTER 2

IN WHICH MISS SHARP
AND MISS SEDLEY PREPARE
TO OPEN THE CAMPAIGN @

Miss Sharp’ s father was an artist, and in that quality had
given lessons of drawing at Miss Pinkerton’s school. He was
a clever man; a pleasant companion; a careless student;
with a great propensity for running into debt, and a partiality
for the tavern ® . When he was drunk, he used to beat his
wife and daughter; and the next morning, with a headache,
he would rail at the world for its neglect © of his genius, As
it was with the utmost difficulty that he could keep himself,
and as he owed money for a mile round Soho, where he
lived, he thought to better his circumstances ® by marrying a
young woman of the French nation, who was by profession an
opera-girl. The humble calling of her female parent Miss
Sharp never alluded to © .

And as Miss Sedley, being now in her seventeenth year,
was about to leave school, and had a friendship for Miss

Sharp, Miss Sharp was invited by her friend to pass a week




