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Forward

TESCB M BCF LR, FATRBE A B X S a1 AT M
FiASTR] (785 B FIA L — R IA R, B 3B 1 SO T AR R RY
FRAIEE TS, AR B, SE AR S OB U SR TR Ay
TR, DUEE A, WiHEME A5 57— Fa A, GRS R
B, 29 - EE WA LENMEL RHE, T2, 1188
PESCMML, 3 L X MRS AR 2R It , 0 T UL B g, N L
R HB AT DR R R — LS BOIR] 2 5 R SR A SO T S
Wi -1 (English native speakers)#8E A4, IR K2 A We? [REA 50
TET 3B B E 2 B RE I | Ak L iRk | SOEE S I BiRIA
w2, FLR R FIBOR V5 U R RS EE IR R
AL, S 7RSS T Y P 3 SCRAR R - B S BB M IR
2, U2 B SORUE, PIECRIBARARESR . 558 T/
WA, SRR SAE A E REWK, FL L, WIETERR
FA IR ) i AR A NE , B — S BAE iR,
PR, B A B R AE B E RS
L A 2 — I F 8RB A S 7EE MY A TR I, AT iE
PR EH o7 B

My family and I immigrated to Toronto, Canada in 1983. Sometimes,
I smile and think that leaving for Canada was the best thing that ever
happened to me. Sometimes, I look high up at the sky and wish that I had
never left China. Often, [ would like to forget my childhood in Toronto. I
didn” t have any friends. My English was bad, and I stuttered a lot; the
other students would always make fun of me and laugh at me. My grades
were poor. Everyone thought I was a stupid student so I thought [ was a

stupid student. Because I thought I was a stupid student, I was a stupid
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student. I had no talents. I had no skills. I could do nothing well.
Then, in grade five, I discovered I could do something. I could

read. In fact, I could read more than any of my classmates could.

Reading made me proud of myself. At the beginning of the school year,
our teacher told us to record the number of pages we had read. By the end
of the school year, I had read the most pages in the class. For the first
time in my life, T had won something. After that, I read more and more
because I really enjoyed reading. Reading allowed me to see new things,
meet important people, explore unusual places, and learn interesting
facts. Reading startled and stunned me as it taught and nurtured me. It
made me think about myself. I leamed that I had my own ideas and I
wanted to tell them to other people. I still stuttered, so no one listened to
me. Then, I began writing. I wrote because writing was the only way I
could express my ideas, my own views. Writing made me feel empow-
ered. Each word that [ wrote made me feel important. I felt important. 1
felt free. I felt alive. I thought. T dreamt. 1 wrote.

Now, I know that writing is power. Writing gives me the power to
communicate my own ideas to other people. Writing gives me the power to
teach, to delight, and to inspire other people. Most importantly, when I
write, I feel in control of my life. If I am very angry or quite sad, I just
pick up the pen and start writing. Then I am once again calm and con-
tent, When I express my personal thoughts and ideas, I feel free. When I

write, I am free.

Hiof
[ANGUAGE IS POWER, AND
WRITING HAS
THE POWER OF EXPRESSION
AND GIVES YOU FREEDOM
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T WESEEMMINAILESR
Writing Rules & Cultural Differences

For Westerners, the purpose of the essay is to convince. If your
purpose is to convince the reader of your idea, then you must be linear
because, if you wander, then the reader will wander too, forgetting your
idea. If your purpose is to convince the reader of your own idea, then you
must be direct and use ACTIVE sentences to make your writing interesting
and clear. If your purpose is to convince the reader of your idea. then you
cannot doubt your own idea because doubting yourself will make the reader
doubt you as well. You must always control what vou say.

Chinese writing is very different from English writing. because of the
large cultural differences. The differences are so great that good Chinese
writing is often bad English writing. While writing in English, you must
remember a few writing rules.

A, DUE RIS R R i 5 OCFE R &R, BENE RS L
HIRKIZS. BHADUERREXT, MRIBNRERE T, XM
FpOCFRIRZE FRME B R TR B T B SR
R, 122G S ER XA, Xl B FELH
ABEE, VAT 2365 RIEH 15 477 A4 7 SO, {248t
2%,

1. Write in a Line, not a Circle. Organize Your Thinking!

Chinese think in cireles, thinking one thing and then thinking an-
other thing. As a result, a good Chinese essay often spins in circles,
containing many thoughts. However, a good English essay must be a
straight line. If the writing is not a straight line, and then it is DI-
GRESSING , which means that the writing talks about many ideas when it

should be only talking about one idea. Transition words such as
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“therefore” and “however” make the writing linear. If you write linearly,
the reader can follow you easily and understand the main idea cleary. If
the reader can follow and understand what you say, he will believe what

you say.

h TR T B A A D UE ISR TEAT L B ER,

LAT 2 LASIR KT AR R

CIRCLE

LINE

I like basketball and tennis. Tennis
makes me think hard. Tennis and bas-
kethall are both fun games. Basketball
makes me work hard.

I like basketball and tennis. Basketball
and tennis are both fun games. Basket-
ball makes me work hard. Tennis makes
me think hard.

I went to the zoo. Later, I went to the

park. The zoo was very fun.

I went to the zoo. The zoo was very
fun. Later, I went to the park.

[ think studying is important. Playing
sports is also important. It makes us
healthier. Studying makes us smarter.

[ think studying is important. It makes
us smarter. Playing sports is also impor-
tant. It makes us healthier.

When we see litter on the streets, we
must pick it up. We can make our streets
clean if we all pick up litter. If we do not
pick up litter, the streets will only be-
come dirtier. Litter is everywhere.

Litter is everywhere. When we see lit-
ter on the streets, we must pick it up.
We can make our shreets clean if we all
pick up litter. If we do not pick up lit-
ter, the streets will only become dirtier.

2. Always Be Direct and Frank. Be Honest.

In a good English essay, you must mean what you say, and say what
you mean. Westerners believe that you should be direct for two reasons.
First, you write an essay lo convince your readers of your idea. To con-
vince your readers of your idea, you must be first convinced of the idea
yourself. If you are indirect, then that may mean that you doubt your own
idea. Second, Westerners, especially Americans, have a long cultural
tradition of respecting those who are direct and frank. If you are direct and

frank , then your readers will listen to you. Do not say things such as “do

5
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not like” or “not very fond of " ; instead, say “hate” or “dislike.”

INDIRECT

DIRECT

I do not like English.

I do not think writing is that inter-
esting.

I hate English.

1 think writing is boring.

One purpose of the essay is to show
that your idea is a not bad.

The purpose of the essay is to conv-
ince.

I always try to be modest, but some-
times 1 am afraid that people may not

I need to be direct so people can un-
derstand me.

understand me.

3. Use Active Sentences.
Chinese write in passive sentences. However, a good English essay

requires that you write in aclive sentences .

PASSIVE :
ACTIVE:

Indirect and Unclear
Direct and Clear

Using active sentences instead of passive sentences makes the essay

easier to understand and more interesting to read.

John was laughed at by Mary. UNCLEAR AND BORING

Mary laughed at John. CLEAR AND INTERESTING

Avoid passive sentences in your English writing.

]
PASSIVE !

ACTIVE

When writing in English, a few writ-
ing rules must be remembered.

| When writing in English, you must re-
! member a few writing rules.

.

Grammar must be undersiood. | You must understand grammar .

Passive sentences should not be writ- \ You should not write passive sentenc-
ten. | €s.
The street is littered. The Liter | He littered on the street. He should
should be picked up. | pick up his litter.

i
Tests are not done well in if no | If you do not study, you will not do
well in tests.

studving is done.
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FEARZHEO T, TEAATEXEENERAgaERE
FESHER, X— AR 5HEALHETRAEIRMR
WiEH, MBNIAHGE AT B SE SRA LEREER SRR
& meHg, AT LA ENEDS, #I: 22— A, JATATLL
W He is a good guy. " ( £3NER), “ He is said to be good guy. " (H 3
EA ), IRATETT LLBE It is said that he is a good guy. ”( WEER) .
5 1 T A ) PR TE R R o (8 B i AR A B )i i K T
A EFES, XRBERET X H—MIBRRE. H—hm, &
HHEOL T, DUEIBRA EshiE ST A RAMAHBEhESH R
K&, B BEMPIESH 4 F b IR R R B S F i, #)
. EARIE, RIE M RIS T RIEERE, 7 21 g L), o
FE R 2R LR, B ERE AS R ER, AR IIOK
TEEYHRETKE, RITTLIEHFEN “ It is reported that China
will take the places of Great Britain, France and Japan and become the
world second strongest economic giant only after the States during the first
half of the 21st cenwury.” X AN: Word came that the Clinton Adminis-
tration. would grant China permanent normal trade relations( PNTR) .

el BHER: “HHEU, FERBIBUTRE AT EA AR ERR

”

8,
4a. Do not be Modest. Be Confident.

In a good Chinese essay it requires you say “I think” before saying
your opinion. This is only modest and true because it is only your opinion
and you may be wrong. In an English essay, you should never say “I
think.” First, Westerners believe that the phrase “I think” is pointless
because everyone knows the essay is your opinion anyway. Second, instead
of expressing modesty, you are expressing doubt when you say “I think,”
“I think this is right” can also mean “I think this is wrong.” You should
not be modest because, for Westerners, modesty means doubt. If you

doubt your own idea, you will cause the reader to doubt you.

ER—F T EENMN, EEEL R AR P TR,

RS LA

1 7 T
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4b. Be Certain of Your Idea.

Good English writing requires that you never doubt your own idea.
Also, you must not allow your reader to doubt your idea. So you must use
active sentences instead of saying things like “I think,” and be direct.
You also should not say things like “Most of the time, this is true.” If it
15 true that most of the time it is true, then it is also true that some of the
time it is not true—making the reader doubt your idea. You should not say
anything that will allow the reader to doubt you. The reader must always
say “yes,” must always agree with you.

UNCERTAIN CERTAIN
My plan may work. My plan will work.
We should practice our English every- | We must practice our English every-
day. i day.

My English is very good.
I can succeed if 1 work hard.

I think that my English is very good.

I believe that I can usually succeed if
I work hard.

Most of the time, this idea is true. This idea is true.

K-SRI e RO O, B B RE—-EEHE, KM
For AR, MASRERIB AT, UR ISR, A —2 “duif” . KA
CEAET 2P ELZ RIS WIE,

5. Use Correct PUNCTUATION.

In Chinese culture, writing and speaking are very different. Howev-
er, in Western culture, writing and speaking are the same thing. As o
result, PUNCTUATION is a cultural difference. PUNCTUATION is very
common and important in English writing because it lets the reader un-
derstand the writing clearly and easily. It tells the reader when to stop and
when to begin; it tells the reader how to speak the writing. Periods (. )

and commas () tell the reader to stop. Periods (.) give the reader a long
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break to breathe and commas (,) give the reader a short break .

(1) The sentence stops here. The reader can take a long break. Then
the reader can begin again.

(2) Some sentences are long and do not stop so that the reader must
continue to read and so the reader will be very uncomforiable because he
will not know when to stop reading.

Use PUNCTUATION often to write both short and long sentences to
make your writing interesting and clear.

EHRE AR AFSEERBT HAEE, GafrSHEAE
ST EEEWEE TR ETR P RABRSROBIEENE
B REFE R BARRESE, 5 0 N e AR UL
ABEAE

6. Do not say “AND SO ON.”

I" ve read many sentences such as “I like swimming, football, and so
on.” The phrase “and so on” must never be used. If you write “and so
on,” that means that you are lazy. "l like swimming, football. . .and I
can’t think of anything else, but I’ m sure that there is something else, so
instead of thinking about it, I’ 1l just say...and so on.” Never use the
phrase “and so on” because, if you do, you will make your reader feel
you are not thinking. Never use “etc.” either. You may use “such as”

instead of “and so on” or “etc.”, but remember that it is different from

“for example.”
INCORRECT CORRECT
I like swimming, football, and soon. | I like sports such as swimming and
foothall .
The bookstore sells pencils, pens, The bookstore sells many things such
books, ete. as pencils, pens, and books.
He is a clever student, for example, He is a clever student. For example,
he speaks English very well. he speaks English very well .

¥y

-
) T -
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7. Do not use BRACKETS ( ).

Never use brackets in your essay (like this) because if you use them

(like this) , then the reader will not pay any attention to the sentence (are

you paying any attention right now?) . If it is an important idea, put it into

the main sentence. If it is not important, leave it out.

INCORRECT

|

CORRECT

also like Chinese books) . My favorite
authors are Charles Dickens and Jane

Austen.

I like to read good English books (I I Besides Chinese books, 1 also like to

read good English books. My favorite
authors are Charles Dickens and Jane
Austen.

OR

I like to read good English books. My
favorite authors are Charles Dickens

and Jane Austen.

My favorite writer is Charles Dickens
(I hate Jane Austen). He tells very

interesting stories.

T do not like Jane Austen. I like
Charles Dickens. He tells very inter-

esting stories.

OR

My favorite writer is Charles Dickens.

He tells very interesting stories.

DUBR B ERNIZE S AEIS , Fo5 B s & UL T I 1 149
TR DO R B B T LUE IR S B B~ A
PSS BT LA FRBEST 5, 0T LA FE 3 B8 o6 ok 2 0 MUAT , 36

LA AR A, HIZZ SR Bl

(1) The Third Session of the Ninth National People " s Congress— it
convened on March 5th in the Great Hall of the People and concluded
on March 15th— successfully carried out its critical events, which was

the focus of the whole country.
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