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Introduction

The rise of the Islamic Resurgence Movement which
was marked by the Iranian Revolution in the late 1970s
meant that people’s outlook on religion experienced many
dramatic changes throughout the world. Whatever they
may think about the place and role of religion in their dai-
ly life, Muslims all over the world accept the fact that Is-
lam has increasingly made itself felt in their socio-political
life. In the sphere of domestic and international politics,
Islam has become a political force with different functions

of decision-making on the part of political leaders of vari-

ous countries including those of the western pow-
ers.A general view shared in common in the academic
world is that it is almost impossible for one to read cor-
rectly the hot issues related to Islam (in regard to world
politics in general and in the Middle East in particular)
without a correct understanding of the worldwide Islamic
Resurgent Movement.

This new vision of religion also had a big influence on
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my own academic life in the past few years in that it urged
me to shift my interest from Middle East economies to
Middle East politics in an attempt to combine area studies
with Islamic religious studies. This was done after consul-
tation with my supervisor, Professor Wu Yungui, who is
the foremost expert in Islamic studies in China. My scho-
larship can now progress with this shift of perspective.
The present book entitled Political Islam in the
Contemporary Middle East: Observations and Reflec-
tions is based on my Ph.D dissertation called “ Islam and
Religious Political Oppositions in the Middle East”
which was completed in March 2000 under the supervi-
sion of Professor Wu. My general approach in writing this
book is to combine historical research of the interrelation-
ship between Islam and politics in the Middle Ages with
current, case studies of political Islam in the major Mus-
lim countries of the Middle East. The term “political Is-
lam” which I borrowed from western scholarship and ap-
plied in this book refers to those Islamic religious phenom-
ena with political implications, objectives and meanings or
related in one way or another with various political activi-
ties. Two major forms of political Islam discussed here are
Islamic political oppositions and radical or extremist Mus-
lim groups in the Middle East. The three dimensions of

the subject matter covered in this research as follows: his-
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tory, theory, and reality with great emphasis on the pre-
sent aspect.

The contents of the book consist of two parts.Part
One (four chapters) serves as a general background of the
subject discussed and as an historical review of the interre-
lations between Islam and politics ( states and govern-
ments) in the Middle Ages.Part Two (nine chapters)
provides case studies of the various political religious oppo-
sitions in contemporary Middle East countries. The cases
are selected on the basis of their importance in politics and
their representation of the Muslim countries of the re-
gion, apart from other considerations.

Chapter One “Islam and the Muslim Community”
discusses the “blood and flesh” historical relationship be-
tween Islam as a religion with its Muslim believers. Based
on an historical examination of Islam in medieval times, it
discusses their close relations in early societies. The five
sub-headings of this chapter are as follows:

1) The Islamic worldview of the unity of God

2) The Muslims’ ideas of behaving themselves ac-

cording to the norms stipulated in the Holy
Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet
3) The views of development based on their religious

ideals and their utilitarian expectations in materi-

al life
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4) The integrative roles in society set by Islamic
Law (Sharia)
5) The unity and diversity of the Muslim communi-

ty

Chapter Two is a systematical discussion about the
various forms of traditional political systems of Islam in
history and their characteristics. It lays great emphasis on
the close connections between Islam as a political ideclogy
and the structure of the state power. Its purpose is to il-
lustrate the dominant influence of Islam on the political
development of the Islamic states and governments in his-
tory. The four forms of political structures discussed are
the rightly guided caliphate, the imperial state of the Um-
mayads, the Abbassid Caliphate and the various local state
powers established by the Sultans in later times.

Chapter Three focuses its attention on traditional po-

litical theories of Islam.Based on an historical analysis of
the extremely important role played by Islamic scholars
(Ulema) in formulating such political theories of Islam,
the author draws a clear picture of the classical views of
Islam on state and government; as well as the structure,
power and functions of the Islamic state.Special import-
ance is attached to the dominant roles of Islamic ideology

embodied in the Islamic Law to formulate and expound



