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2 The Buffalo Chase

The Buffalo Chase

The country before us was now thronged with buffalo,
And a sketch of the manner of hunting them will not be
outf place. There are two methods commonly practiced:
“running” and “approaching” . The chase on horse —
back, which goes by the name of “running” is the more
violent and dashing mode of the two, —that is to say,
when the buffalo are in one of their wild moods, for oth-
erwise it is tame enough. A practiced and skillful hunter,
well mounted, will sometimes kill five or six cows in a
single chase, loading his gun again and again as his horse
rushes through the tumult. In attacking a small band of
buffalo, or in separating a single animal from the herd
and assailing it apart from the rest, there is less excite-
ment and less danger. In fact, the animals are at times so
stupid and lethargic © that there is little sport in killing
them. With a bold and well - trained horse the hunter
may ride so close to the buffalo that as they gallop side by
side he may touch him with his hand; nor is there much
danger in this as long as the buffalo’s strength and breath
continue unabated Z; but when he becomes tired and can
no longer run with ease; when his tongue lolls out and the
foam @ flies from his jaws, then the hunter had better

keep a more respectful distance; the distressed brute may
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4 The Buffalo Chase

turn upon him at any instant, and especially at the mo-
ment when he fires his gun. The horse then leaps aside,

D geat in the

and the hunter has need of a tenacious
saddle, for if he is thrown to the ground there is no hope
for him. When he sees his attack defeated, the buffalo
resumes his flight; but if the shot is well directed, he
soon stops. For a few moments he stands still, then tot-
ters and falls heavily upon the prairie @ .

The chief difficulty in running buffalo, as it seems to
me, is that of loading the gun or pistol at full gallop.
Many hunters, for convenience sake, carry three or four
bullets in the mouth; the powder is poured down the
muzzle @ of the piece, the bullet dropped in after it, the
stock struck hard upon the pommel © of the saddle, and
the work is done. The danger of this is obvious. Should
the blow on the pommel fail to send the bullet home, or
should the bullet, in the act of aiming, start from its
place and roll towards the muzzle, the bun would prob-
ably burst in discharging. Many a shattered hand and
worse casualties ® besides have been the result of such
and accident. To obviate ? it, some hunters make use of
a ramrod, @ usually hung by a string from the neck, but
this materially © increases the difficulty of loading. The
bows and arrows which the Indians use in running buffalo

have many advantages over firearms, and even white men

occasionally employ them.
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6 The Buffalo Chase

The danger of the chase arises not so much from the onset
of the wounded animal as from the nature of the ground
which the hunter must ride over. The prairie does not al-
ways present a smooth, level, and uniform surface; very
often it is broken with hills and hollows, intersected * by
ravines %, and in the remoter parts studded by the stiff wild
sage bushes. The most formidable obstructions, however,
are the burrows ? of wild animals, wolves, badgers ¥, and
particularly prairie dogs, with whose holes the ground for a
very great extent is frequently honeycombed. In the
blindness of the chase the hunter rushes over it unconscious
of danger; his horse, at full career, thrusts his leg deep into
one of the burrows; the bone snaps; the rider is hurled for-
ward to the ground and probably killed. Yet accidents in
buffalo running happen less frequently than one would
suppose; in the recklessness of the chase the hunter enjoys
all the impunity ® of a drunken man, and may ride in safety
over gullies © and declivities ® where, should he attempt to
pass in his sober senses, he would infallibly ®break his
neck.

The method of “approaching” being practiced on foot,
has many advantages over that of ‘running”; in the former,
one neither breaks down his horse nor endangers his own
life; he must be cool, collected, and watchful, must un-
derstand the buffalo, observe the features of the country

and the course of the wind, and be well skilled in using
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8 The Buffalo Chase

the rifle. The buffalo are strange animals; sometimes they
are so stupid and infatuated ' that a man may walk up to
them in full sight on the open prairie, and even shoot
several of their number before the rest will think it nec-
essary to retreat. At another moment they will be so shy
and wary that in order to approach them the utmost skill,
experience, and judgment are necessary. Kit Carson, I
believe, stands pre — eminent in running buffalo; in ap-
proaching, no man living can bear away the palm @ from
Henry Chatillon.

We had gone scarcely a mile when we saw an imposing
spectacle. From the river bank on the right, away over the
swelling prairie on the left, and in front as far as the eye
could reach, was one vast host of buffalo. The outskirts of
the herd were within a quarter of a mile. In many parts
they were crowded so densely together that in the distance
their rounded backs presented a surface of uniform
blackness; but elsewhere they were more scattered, and
from amid the multitude @ rose little columns of dust where
some of them were rolling on the ground. Here and there a
battle was going forward among the bulls. We could dis-
tinctly see them rushing against each other, and hear the
clattering of their horns and their hoarse bellowing. Shaw
was riding at some distance in advance, with Henry
Chatillon; I saw him stop and draw the leather covering of

his gun. With such a sight before us but one thing could
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10 The Buffalo Chase

be thought of. That morning T had used pistols in the
chase. | had now a mind to try the virtue of a gun.
Deslauries had one, and I rode up to the side of the cart;
there he sat under the white covering, biting his pipe
between his teeth and grinning with excitement.

“Lend me your gun, Deslauriers.

“Oui, Monsieur, oui, “said Deslauriers, tugging with
might and main to stop the mule, which seemed obsti-
nately bent on going forward. Then everything but his
moccasins ¥ disappeared as he crawled into the cart and
pulled at the gun to extricate ® it.

“Is it loaded? "I asked.

“Oui, bien charge; you’ll kill, mon bourgeois; yes,
you’ll kill; ¢’est un bon fusil. ”

I handed him my rifle and rode forward to Shaw.

“Are you ready? "he asked.

“Come on, "said I.

“Keep down that hollow, "said Henry, “and then they
won’t see you till you get close to them. ~

The hollow was a kind of wide ravine; it ran
obliquely @ towards the buffalo, and we rode at a canter
along the bottom until it became too shallow; then we bent
close to our horses’ necks, and at last, finding that it
could no longer conceal us, came out of it and rode di-
rectly towards the herd. It was within gunshot; before its

outskirts numerous grizzly ® old bulls were scattered,

» RESAY
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12 The Buffalo Chase

holding guard over their females. They glared at us in
anger and astonishment, walked towards us a few yards,
and then, turning slowly round, retreated at a trot which
afterwards broke into a clumsy gallop . In an instant the
main body caught the alarm. The buffalo began to crowd
away from the point towards which we were approaching,
and a gap was opened in the side of the herd. We entered
it, still restraining our excited horses. Every instant the
tumult ? was thickening. The buffalo, pressing together
in large bodies, crowded away from us on every hand. In
front and on either side we could see dark columns and
masses, half hidden by clouds of dust, rushing along in
terror and confusion, and hear the tramp and clattering @
of ten thousand hoofs. That countless multitude of pow-
erful brutes ®, ignorant of their own strength, were flying
in a panic from the approach of two feeble horsemen. To

remain quiet longer was impossible.




