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Today, women in the Middle East are entering a variety of profes-
sions,
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ISLAMIC CUSTOMS
LIMIT KUWAITI WOMEN

1 “Islamic law is very good for the equality of women,” said Dr.
Badria al-Awadhi, Kuwait’s first woman law professor, “but the people
who interpret the Islamic law are men. And they try to do it in a way
that is right for them and not for us.”

2 “Us” are the women of Kuwait, many of whom are becoming
educated, some of whom have professional careers, and none of
whom is allowed to vote. Like women in other westernizing Third
World socicties, Kuwaiti females are demanding their rights and
overturning conventions. But in a country where until recently wo-
men were shrouded behind black veils, progress can be agonizingly
slow.

3 “We are the sacrificial generation,” Dr. al-Awadhi said. “We
wanted to prove ourselves as women, that we are equal, that we could
do the same job as men. But at the same time, we lost one thing—
the family. Most of us in this position, I could say, are not married.”
4 Dr. Badria al-Awadhi, the first female dean of Kuwait Univer-
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Islamic Customs Limit Kuwaiti Women

sity’s School of Law and Shariah (Islamic law), is in a profession to-
tally dominated by men, At 35, she is responsible for a law school
faculty of 42 men. With a doctorate in international law and a wide
record of publications, Dr. al-Awadhi said her male colleagues, many
of whom are non-Kuwaitis, didn’t resist that much.

1 But like all pioneers, she paid a price. “I feel that I gave up
making my own family for my degree,” said the doctor of law at her
desk in the cavernous office. “I had to balance two things—a hus-
band and children or this career. I prefer to be a career woman.
Men my age didn’t want to marry a woman who was on the same level
as them,” she said while her two male secretaries brought papers to
sign. “They took those lower than them. Society in the Arab east
looked on a man very badly if his wife was on the same level as him.”
6 Educated women even found d'fheuities with prospective
mothers-in-law. “When you marry here. you marry the whole fa-
mily,” said Dr. al-Awadhi. “The husband usually took the wife to
live with his family. So if you’re a man and you have a very educa-
ted wife and your mother doesn’t know how to read—well, it is very
difficult.”

7 The problems she faced may not confront Dr. al-Awadhi’s
female students. Females make up 51 percent of Kuwait University’s
students, and they attend classes wearing the latest fashions of Paris
and Rome. “Before, a man had to choose between educated and
non-educated,” Dr. al-Awadhi said. *“Now aimost all young women
are educated. A man doesn’t have a choice anymore.”
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Islamic Customs Limit Kuwaiti Women

g Dr. al-Awadhi was one of six children of a wealthy Kuwaiti
trader, who died when she was young. Her elder brother, now Ku-
wait’s minister of health (1980), pushed her and her sisters to take
up a profession. When the parliament is in session. Dr. al-Awadhi
lobbies the all-male leadership of Kuwait to grant women the right

to vote and hold office,
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interpret

westernize

overturn
shroud
dominate
resist
prefer
sign

face

confront

Islamic
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professional
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Notes to the Text

1. The State of Kuwait: a Moslem state. It occupies 24,280
square Kilometers in northeastern part of the Arabian Peninsula.
It is bordered on the north and west by Iraq and the south and west
by Saudi Arabia. Most of Kuwait is flat, sandy desert, . There
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Islamic Customs Limit Kuwaiti Women

- are no rivers or lakes, and rainfall is limited. However, because
of the rapid development of its oil industry, Kuwait has become
one of the world’s richest nations for its size.
. Islamic law: is also called Moslem law, which had evolved in
the 8th and 9th centuries A.D., once had general applications.
In modern times it has become limited to religious cases and spe-
cial family problems. There are four schools of law and each
differs in its interpretation of the law and has its own rules.
. overturn conventions: to do away with generally accepted rules,
practices, or customs.
. But in a country where until recently women were shrouded behind
black veils:
a) Relative adverbs like when, where, or why can be used to in-
- troduce relative clauses, e.g.
Deserts break out in any area where the land management is
poor.
Sunday is the day when most families relax and enjoy spending
time together.
b) be shrouded behind black veils: be covered with black veil

. Restrictive and non-restrictive relative clauses

Consider the following two sentences:

a. Men my age didn’t want to marry a woman who was on the
same level as them.

b. Her father was a wealthy Kuwaiti trader, who died when she
was young,
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In the first sentence, who was on the same level as-them
identifies what kind of woman is meant. The relative clause
is a necessary part of the meaning of the noun and could not
be left out.

In the second sentence, who died wnen she was young is
a non-restrictive relative clause. The clause does not iden-
tify the noun it modifies, but supplies additional information
about it. Note that the clause is set off by a comma.

6. They took those lower than them: They married women who were
lower than they. When than is followed by personal pronouns,
both subject and object forms are possible. In formal English,
subject forms are preferable because the sentence would read,
They took "those lower than they were.

7. Before, a man had to choose between educated and non-educated:

Note that no article is needed before adjectives, such as good
and bad, educated, and non-cducated when they are opposite in
meaning and used as nouns in pairs, e.g.

Good and bad alike respected the person.

He was popular with both old and young.

Exercises

A. Analysis of Ideas and Relationships: Circle the letter next to the
best answer,

1. This artiele is abouts
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Islamic Customs Limit Kuwaiti Women

a. Islamic life in modern-day Kuwait.
b. social changes in Kuwait.
c. problems faced by professional women in Kuwait.

Please explain your answer,

. “Islamic law is very good for the equality of women.” said Dr.

.

Badria al-Awadhi. Kuwait's first woman law professor. ‘but
the people who interpret the Islamic law are men. And they

try to do it in a way that is right for them and not for us.”

They and them refer to: Us refers tos
a. peaople. a. people.
b. men. b. men.

c. women. ¢. women,

Please explain your answer.

Paragraph 3, sentence 1 (*“‘We are the sacrificial generation,’
Dr. al-Awadhi said.”) is explained by:

a. paragraph 3, sentences 2, 3, and 4.

b. paragraph 4.

C. paragraph 2,

Plcase explain. your answer,

. Dr. Badria al-Awadhi’s remarks are particularly important

because:

a. she is an international lawyer and an expert in Isiamic law,

b. she is a Kuwaiti woman,

¢. she is a Kuwaiti woman and a leader in a totally male do-
minated field,
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Please cxplain your answer.
5. Why is Dr. Badria al-Awadhi referred to as a pioneer ?
a. Because she is one of the first highly educated Kuwaiti women.
b. Because she has an adventurous spirit.
c. Because she is not afraid to try new things,
6. Paragraphs 5 and 6 are written primarily in the past tense. Why ?
a. To indicate that Kuwaiti society is changing and the experi-
ences of Dr. al-Awadhi and women of her generation may not
confront young, educated women in Kuwait today.
b. To indicate that Kuwaiti society has not changed and that
young. educated women in Kuwait face the same difficulties
today as Dr. al-Awadhi and women of her generation did.
C. To indicate that Kuwaiti society may change in the future,
~ but it has not changed up to now.
Please explain your answer, concentrating on the general mea-
ning and function of the past tense.
7. Why do you think the writer mentions that female students today
“attend classes wearing the latest fashions of Paris and Rome”’ ?
a. To show that they are well dressed. '
-b. To show that other social customs are changing too.
c. To show how wealthy Kuwaitis are,
Piease explain your answer.,
8. Which statement is NOT true ?
2. Social customs in Kuwait are charniging.

b. There is resistance to social change in Kuwait.
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¢. Social change occurs quickly,

Why do you think so ?

Paragraph 8, sentence 3. shows that Dr, al-Awadhi?$

a. is involved in the government,

b. is interested in politics and would like to hold a political of-
fice,

c. isactive in women’s rights in general.

The writer of this article is:

a. sympathetic to educated Kuwaiti women.

b. sympathetic to the position of Kuwaiti men.

c. critical of the position of educated women in Kuwait.

Why do you think so ?

Interpretation of Words and Phrases: Circle the letter next to the

best answer,

** ‘We are the sacrificial generation,’ Dr. al-Awadhi said.”” This

means that the first generation of educated Kuwaiti women:

a. was not successful in receiving professional acceptance from
men.

b. had to give up something: having a family.

¢. was able to attain both personal and professional goals,

- In the phrase, “Kuwait University’s School of Law and Shariah

(Islamic law),” why is Islamic law written in parentheses ?
a. To show that Shariah and Islamic law mean the same thing,

b. To show that Islamic law is a division of Shariah,
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