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A Before Reading

1 These are science-fiction stories. What do you expect to read
about in science-fiction stories?

2 Hecre are some words from these two stories. Make some
guesses. What does each word mean?

(a) speakscreen (d) aerocar

(b) voiceprint (e) spaceship

(¢) autodiner (f) touchdowm
My Notes:
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Note:
There are two science fiction ¥ /fantasy @ stories in
this book. In these stories, the writer imagines® some
new ideas and technologies for the future. He thinks
that people in the future will live differently from
people today. They will eat different food. They will
travel in different vehicles® and they will fight with
different weapons ©. They will have different kinds.
of leaders and different kinds of governments.

In the first story, machines which move and think
— robots - are in control of a city. Men #nd women
made the robots to help them, but now the robots
have become more powerful than their makers.

The second story is about a planet where two
groups of people live. One group wants to leave the
planet. But their spaceship cannot take them all to
their new home.

@ fiction (M #JERGu 15 K73t )
@ fantasy 4£J88, pqH%

@ imagine &, 4l
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® weapon 2%



ROBOT REVOLUTION
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he Building stood at one end of the wide Square. A
long time before — many, many centuries before — the
Building had been a church. Later, it had become a theatre
and then a sports hall.
Later still, the Building had been a prison. What was it
used for now? Was it still a prison? No one knew.




Robot Revolution

It was a bright, sunny morning in June. A young woman was
standing near the steps of the Building. She was wearing a
student’s uniform — green overalls and a green cap over her
hair.

The young woman’s name was Anita. Anita had com-
pleted her studies at university. She had studied the history
of domestic architecture. She now had a degree in domes-
tic history.

Anita’s friends made jokes about her studies. She knew
all about kitchens, but nobody had a kitchen any more!
Everybody in the City got their meals from the autodiners.
You pressed a button and an autodiner gave you your food.

On this morning in June, Anita had been ordered to
report to the Building and to wait there.

Anita had heard about the Building. During the Student
Riots, the Building had been a prison. Why had she been
told to come here? Was the Building still a prison? It was a
bright, sunny morning, but Anita suddenly felt cold.

An army aerocar flew down in front of the Building. A
young army officer, wearing a red-and-yellow army uni-
form, got out of it. He walked to the steps and shook hands
with Anita. The young man was polite and friendly.

‘I am Major Kostin," said the young officer. ‘Thank you
for coming here. | have a job for you.’

Anita was surprised. Army officers were not usually so
polite. Why had he thanked her for coming? She had been
ordered to come. She had come. She had to obey orders.

‘What kind of job can I do here?” Anita asked Major
Kostin. ‘I've studied the history of domestic architecture.
But I don’t know anything about the history of prisons.’



Into the Future

‘The Building is no longer a prison,’ said the Major.
‘The Building is now a museum — the Museum of Domestic
Architecture. That’s what you studied, isn’t it? You're to be
in charge.’

Major Kostin walked up the high steps at the front of the
Building. Anita followed behind. Major Kostin stopped at
the top of the steps. He turned round and looked out over
the Square.

Anita turned round also. As she looked out over the
Square, she felt afraid. Many men and women had seen the
sun for the last time from the top of these steps. They had
been brought to the Building to be tortured and to die.

Years ago, the Square in front of the Building had been a
popular meeting-place for young men and women.




