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Brief Thoughts On the Ancient Tower

Fang Xian Da

Towers are an important type of extant ancient cultural building relic.Owing to their origin in funeral customs and religious activities
of Buddhism,the cultural connotations and social values of these structures are still enveloped in mystery.

Although Chinese ancient works and records on the building arts are richer than those of other countries,there are very few involving
the building of these ancient towers. Through Song Dynasty Scholar Shen Kuo's Meng Xi Bi Tan, we know that Yu Hao had written a

special book on towers,titled Mu Jing. Unfortunately,this book is not available now,no copies have survived. After Yu Hao,Song Dynasty
scholar Li Min Zhong's book Yin Zao Fa Shi was published at the direction of the emperor,but in this book we only find about twenty
words that touch upon ancient towers. During the Ming and Qin Dynasties, though there were many books on building, the skills of
building towers were not discussed. There was a special chapter about towers in mordern scholar Yao Chen Zu's book Yin zao Fa Yuan,
but it did not discuss them in great detail. All these brief fragmentary references make it very difficult for us today to research the con-
struction of towers. ‘

The Chinese practice of building towers comes from India. In ancient times,a pagoda was the special building used for keeping Sakya-
muni’s She Li,and it was called”Xi Du Po”. These towers consisted of a foundation,overturned earthen bowl,cover,pole and umbrella. In
Buddhism, Xi Du Po is the inviolable building as it keeps the She Li intact. Tang Dynasty Buddhist monk Xuan Zang, in his book Da Tang
- Xi Yu Ji,discusses the reason for this practice. Before Sakyamuni died,two of his followers asked him how to conserve his hair and nails
after his death. Sakyamuni said nothing,but tock off his clothes and folded them into a square,on which he overturned his earthen bowl,
and then stood his cane on the bowl. It is said that this was the original form of Xi Du Po.

At the beginning of the 1st century, this kind of building was introduced to China, followed by Buddhism,and later, blended with
traditional Chinese buildings,Gradually,a type of Chinese pagoda appeared. At the same time,during the Shuang Gui Dynasty of India,
many pagodas were built at the direction of King A Yu. From the bopk Da Tang Xi Yu Ji we learn that the height, the structure and even
the cultural connotations of all these pagodas were the same as the Chinese. At that time ,China and India thus influenced one another in
the practice of building pagodas. According to definitions given in ” The International Tall buildings Meeting”in 1972,all these ancient tow-
ers belong to Categoryl and Category 2 of tall buildings. Because of this ,it can be said that China and India both are the birthplaces ‘of
these ancient structures worldwide. :

In any discussion of Buddhism in Anhui Province,Prince Liu Ying and his son,who lived in the Eastern Han Dynasty,should be men-
tioned. According to the work Hou han Shu,in his old age Liu Ying very much enjoyed doing research on Buddhism and Taoism. In the
13th year of the Yong Pin period,he came to Jinxian and to another county,Danyang (which is now called Xuancheng county of Anhui
Province) ,Lu county(which is now called Luan county in Anhui)was his son Liu Zhong's fief. From the work Hou Han Shu we learn that
many people of Liu’s clan got their fiefs in Anhui Province,so their interests of Buddhism and Taoism certainly influenced other people
very deeply and greatly promoted the development of the building of pagodas and temples. Up until the 12th year of the Yuan Jia period,
thousands of towers and temples were built in China. In the Eastern Han Dynasty,Ze Rong, who was from Danyang,built the large Fu Tu
Pagoda in Xuzhou. According to historical records,the skill of building pagodas had reached a high standard in the Nan Bei Dynasty. Be-
cause of the long passage of time,the original pagoda buildings from this period no longer exist. Extant buildings,such as the tower of
Taiping Temple in Qianshan county,Jue Ji Pagoda of San Zu Temple,Wan Shou Pagoda in He county and so on,have all been rebuilt on
the old foundations,although they were originally buildings of the Song Dynasty.

Extant ancient towers in Anhui Province all date from the Bei Song Dynasty. They were made of bricks and stones or bricks and
wood. Usually,they’ re classified into three kinds:the pagoda,the burial tower and the geomantic influenced tower. Except for the burial




Extant ancient towers in Anhui’Province all date from the Bei Song Dynasty. They were made of bricks and stones or bricks and
wood. Usually .they’ re classified into three kinds:the pagoda,the burial tower and the geomantic influenced tower. Except for the burial
towers «their structures all include stairways and rooms at each level.

Early in the history of the influence of Buddhism on the construction of Chinese buildings ,the tower was the main building in temple.
The Fu Tu Pagoda in Xuzhou.mentiond in the last paragraph,is typical of these. Because this kind of building doesn’t exist in Anhui at
present .the structure of towers in that period will have to be confirmed by future archaeological studies. After the 2nd century,Buddhism
had become deep-rooted in traditional Chinese culture.and had gradually come to assume its Chinese characteristics. As a restult of the in-
fluence of Confucianism.the temple buildings at that time formed the pattern of ”front tower and back hall’ ;and the critical position of the
tower was replaced by the Da Xiong great hall. After the Sui and Tang Dynasties,the position of the tower continued to recede ,and at
last .was driven to the very back.to become the pattern of ”front hall and back tower”. The tower of Guang Ji Temple in Wuhu is the re-
presentative work of this kind of pattern. In the course of variations of the temple’s pattern,there is another system referred to as "equal
stress on tower and hall”. The double towers of Guang Jiao Temple in Xuancheng and Jue Ji Pagoda of San Zu Temple in Qianshan belong
to this kind of pattern. v

Since the Ming and Qin Dynasties.pagodas have became even less important compared with other temple buildings. Instead , many
towers with no Buddhist connotations were constructed. These were built in the suburbs of the city,in the town,in the countryside and
near the water. The patterns for these ancient towers were distinctive and beautiful. The most important towers of this sort still extant in
Anhui are Chaohu Mu Shan Tower.Huizhou Yan Zi Tower,Guichi Bai Ya Shan Tower and the four towers in Xiuning Hai yang. When we
design scenic gardens.we can still learn valuable lessons from the design of these towers,such as bringing out a theme, using nearby
scenery and so on.

Anhui is in the middle and lower reaches of the Chang Jiang River .which connects with Henan and Shandong Provinces in the north
and with Zhejiang and Jiangxi Provinces in the south. From the surviving ancient towers we find these are the very places where southern
and nothern building styles were blended with one another . Almost all the ancient towers on the North Chang Jiang River were made of
bricks and built like attics « with 8 Cornes and 7 — 1 3 stories . Small spaces , strong light and heavy shadow creates a very mysterious en—
vironment which would be very well suited for Buddhist meditation . But the ancient towers in the South Chang Jiang River region usually
were made of bricks and wood,with 6 corners. Although the number of stories was similar to that of towers in the north region of the
Chang Jiang River.the scale of the height and diameter was increased,and these towers looked very magnificent. The vault of the outer
eaves. middle eaves and sub-steps were always made of wood.the rest were made of bricks in imitation of wood,with simple techniques,
not tied by strict rules and regulations.and achieved good restults. These towers are bright inside, the space is large and still there are
floors and stairs that are made of wood. Compared with those in the south of the Chang Jing River,the ancient towers in the north of the
river are less worth visiting. Tibetor Buddhism was in vogue during the Yuan and Ming Dynasties,some Lamaist towers were built in An-
hui in this period. The structure of these towers is exquisite and the shapes are elegant, Jiu Zi Yan Lamaist tower in Jiuhua and Li Hua
Tower in Qianshan San Zu Temple are the two towers of this sort.

It is very difficult to make a detailed study of ancient towers if you do not know much about traditional Chinese culture and especially
do not have a knowledge of building practices. Of course,because the building of towers itself represents a mixture of cultures,during the
last two thousand years,Confucianism ,Buddhism and Taoism together influenced the development of ancient towers. This has been a very
briel introduction to the history of ancient towers in Anhui Province,and cornments from other scholars would be most welcomed by the

author.

Translated by YangLei,ChenLin




el
TR

/ 1 - T
Ll " N

T T4 RIS (R TR B

-

JLFE T4 RIS R

NFETLWBRE (FHLD

JUFH T WIS, LT ¥ B R 10
EERE S EFRWNTHEFRFN T RE
BT AR, B ABMHAER, TOHk, i A KR
R H BHNZHSAR. FHKESR 84K,
BERHE. £%ER 3. 3K EER LK,
1% 5 0.82 K FIFRR 0.98 K. MHKESL
FE MEAENEER. BHNEXT/NER
ROEORAMELS B EETFAENR
T B, RS K mEER . &
TR LA TE R B T B AR R R A 5

BEREATXR AR S AURER. A

H2ERAMER ERREARATMBL
g, BERAMESH NI

R ACE AL 3PS - R R AR
L ERE T HW A ERRERE . AR
R ERHAKE R, B AR HRERTN
%25, HIE 4 W B T RO B2 08U
#E TERREHEHE RIE AN TKRHA
MEHPOERR. REERMXMNEXRE, T
BEHME TR B LR TR .




JUF4 70 42 W O 5% 1 M S A

5 - o o

JUF 25 6 4% 1 W 535 790 /4 7 e 2 88 6 A




BEHEHE

Hes I BtRHs -

B S B TUER

HEE RN R

e BEELNEREN 4« A BHRF S HEREIL L. 9
R WABSKFEHECHE, KEGHAR 4K HERBA 6
kB, HREGEW, NIRE, TTRIE, §FF T, TR, &L
ARYHEEN., ARR . THBRKETLEH B EERATCH.
HEALRBAEERBRATH R RAGTE., BERFR(L
RMFOE BT AR T TCE (AT 998 4, ik ek B Bt
WHERZF IR RER AR+ AW, EERZAFHE
b, B EBEL R A DR BIR, B R~ E 1988 £ 7 A
Z1990E 8 A . HERER, HATHEMN ML, & & RiE T
7R Bl .

1981 £, ZEMEARBMAG AR 1 HEEBLEX YRR
fii.




WEE SRRz = W Rz =

BE S S 2 Y eIy




J7HF <5 3% GEWITD

ISR el

7E 35 W TR UL O S S AR S LR
R EER RGN EE—
4 ERE ML L AR L,

HEH 5 R, W 26.75 K%, FEE 6 1K
EEHT 3.5 K. EH. TR H RN KR .
SMEE T B PR IR T S . KR
FITRBBB S A SRRy — . B
e FEKRS BB, SRR SR T
LR HAREWMARZ — 1R
Kz, BUEKR BN TS N B W
BB,

BIACGEME FEH BB BB
FIGT 4 (AT 1065 46) B AFNE LR, 1981
9 ARMEARBIFAMR HERE S CWIRF
Bf,




IO SFIE I A2

ATV N

Nor N & N @

IHRFEE S —

Br




IR EE

7 g 5 2 7 BB AR




HER B TR

FHIRIE (BT RO

HR I 7% B HH 1%

FHRIEGBITE)

R M TAIT R 12 AR RFE SIET
k. 52823 X, FHE 6 B, B0, #w
PR, RKEWE 1. 48K, HR 5. 66 X, E X NI K2
B KRR AR am. B SRS ha i L am.,

LSRR SN AR 6 mik. B
2.3, f3K 5 6 HIBARNE L, B 0% & B T Liksr A
B ERERN IR SR ERBEMRRRNELE— T, E
BREENE Y EE, |

B 5 AP BE SRR B BLARFE 400 BH, FEEH B AT
Wi E,EE EWATRAM, L F ANBEREBR, LBEE
Pk, AT,

WHIE, WEHBBETALRITHZEE (AT 1093
) RMREHMET EREBRANEELYEH . A%
S HE SR BN,




I H S (CE M D

I H 7 DUE RIEHE T

S RUE (BT

P RUE, T E MW ALY 3 A BA B
B0 AR RS LU L, S T IR T 0
MR B HEA.

UL B3 % 20 Rk, TRIEH, RIERK,
Hy 38 47 A 1% VB R B 1 L 45 T 8 LA % 45 40 £ K
AR A 3% B T RAR SRR
FRIETEE S 6 BN 8 M, MBI K.
WS, T RUE NIRRT BT E
24 B a R, AN BRE . BREH
Y BT, T R B IR BB A A
B ERERRFRBEOOLEESFEMER
A3 Ll

SIS TR B X =58 (AT 1096 §).
1988 4 1 A 13 HHEFRANHLBEERL
AR T




IR PSR R

I B NUE AR R 7 XUE I35 1% 5 R
10




T8 (A

11

Ti 3% (B

E—SXRMELTFRL GRETE—
BiHEHRAGE— 7% WREEE.X
B, W RIB AL, R ICST . B XFRX
L HRKFE.

WM TEREREEA, FHEEARAFEE,
FHRESHE.I3E . Fa2.6 X, EH2HKE
HEDH, R R ER B R BOE
ZERAENMRARMBRE R EEBHIY
Big.PEYENERRLEEEERL AR
Hiurt PR TF. B4 BEBOCERAXI.
XF ALBR. GRToHaA 0 FR.EHA
SrEEGN BE A R 8000 R, BB TTHHIE.

BHHBERREF _(FEREBS - £
BERIE R EEIEER R AENERH
BRFREEE(CGERETOR  HHEEER
RERSY, KR PEAERKUEIR.EH
EXMRFPUEXEHBALTRE FHIREES
RS PR TEURESRRAERN 3R
BZCRM LY, —BHET IR HBT
It R 5 T T4 (AT 1102 4F), 52T B (1106
EYRT,

1982 K, XA AE TFTHALHE . K.,
L= Mg ERMENNAE. F1E%
B8, TEE AL OE, EEWMABE,E
FELE. FERATEHEESINREENRY
S T LB s, R KRR B T A,
EEMARERNE.

BEE ARBFMHEH#RTLT 3 KK
MR A RIS 3K, B 1981 4 11 A,
M3 H BT I0KRT AT T LTS N
BRI TH A R ME, ERAX
HEE THRAMIMETREHEBHET
1995 FEMHED.

— BRI ER 900 EMF AR, 25
TP RBEKMBOBEURK . H.EHR
L, ESMERIE T ERLFEL, BT LER
HERMATLZHHER. CEENHEERE
InrE4s R B




