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Piano Diplomacy
WEIZZ
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A famed Israeli musician makes an overture® for peace.

Daniel Barenboim has appeared on most of the world’s
great concert stages. His recordings have been heard by mil-
lions. But until he performed in a recital hall at Birzeit Univer-
sity earlier this year, the internationally renowned® Israeli pi-
anist and music director of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
had never played on the West Bank.

The trip to Birzeit from Tel Aviv, where Barenboim grew
up, takes about an hour, but it represents a lifetime’s jour-

nex®. In 1967, just after the Six-Day War, the 24-year-old
1



pianist performed a series of concerts with his then fiancée,
celiist® Jacqueline du Pré, to support the Israeli war effort.
Since then, he has grown increasingly critical of what he sees

as his country’s harsh treatment of Palestinians and its failure

to make peace with them after a 22-year military occupation®.

Last year, when asked to help commemorate Israel’s 50th an-
niversary, he declined. “It was not an act of defiance®, ”says
Barenboim. “T did not have the feeling I could celebrate with an
open heart.”

The idea for the concert at Birzeit, a Palestinian school re-
peatedly shut down? by the Israelis, was Barenbcim’s. But the
story behind it began six years age when he met Edward Said in

a hotel lobby in London®. A professor of Iliterature at
Columbia University, a leading Palestinian intellectual in the
United States and a talented pianist, Said had much in ccmmon

with Barenboim® s

and the two men became fast friends.
“What appeals t0® me about Edward is his ability to connect
art, literature, music and politics,” says Barenboim. “I try to
be like this.”

Early last year, Said arranged for Barenboim to have din-
ner at the home of Birzeit president Hanna Nasir, who had
been exiled by the Israelis for 20 years, and his wife, Tania.
Like most Israelis, Barenboim had never spent an evening in a
Palestinian home on the West Bank. “Are you sure it’s safe?”
he asked Said as their taxi made its way from Jerusalem into the
West Bank. Barenboim was particularly drawn to Tania Nasir,

a lover of art, poetry and music with a large, embracing per-

srilgl_li_tyg The pianist responded by inviting her to Jerusalem
for a recital. And he dedicated an encore® to her, telling his
audience that he had spent an evening at the home of a leading
West Bank citizen and had been treated not just as a friend but
as a member of the family.

2



Soon after, Barenboim teld Said he wanted to perform on
the West Bank—something no prominent Israeli musician had
done since the territory was seized from Jordan. With Said’s
help, and with the cooperation of the Nasirs, the recital was
scheduled for January 29. The 500 people who jammed® Kamal
Nasir Hall {(named after® a cousin of Hanna Nasir’s who was
assassinated® by the Israelis in Lebanon in 1973) burst into®
applause when Barenboim walked onstage. Whatever bitterness
might have been lingering in the hall was banished when he
played the dramatic opening chords of Beethoven’s “Pathé-

tique” Sonata®. By the end of the evening, after a rousing
four-hand encore with Salim Abboud, a young Palestinian pi-
anist, the audience was on its feet®, applauding wildly. Even
the three apprehensive Israelis who had brought a Steinway
from Jerusalem for Barenboim to play were impressed. “This is
the way to do peace,” one of them said. “ With music and with
love.”

Notes {1 ¥k

Doverturn n. ¥, JF5%

@renowned adj. § 2 EH, EHFEHEW
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@cellist n. KREF
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Reading Comprehension  [33 i3% PR g

1. Why did Barenboim come to Birzeit to give piano concerts?

A. He wanted to be known by Palestinians.
B. He hoped to visit the city.
C. He was trying to make effort for peace between two coun-
tries.
D. He needed money.
2. What does “with an open heart” mean in the article?

A.Pleasantly B. Leisurely
¢. Happily d. Cordially
3.Hannas Nain and his wife treat Barenboim as a friend, be-
cause .
A. Barenboim is an internationally renowned Israeli pianist.
B. they love art and think that art hasn’t national bound-
aries.
C. Barenboim is their friend—Said’s friend.
D. they want Barenboim to play the piano for their people.
4. What’s the result of Barenboim’s piano performance in

4



Birzeit?

A. Great success.

B.No one likes it.

C.Only some people like it.
D. Cannot be found.

Keys for Reading Comprehension

1.C 2.D 3.B 4.A

B i PR A R



Hero of the Year
EEANOEH P H R

EHETF X Katie Couric XKML, B EFHE
LETHT, #h TR M B AR 4 T o Katie RN AR
A, BET B s KRNRRAUFEPBAMEEBCR
BRTHhE. ERbBERBZHFENETED, RE
#SCk 8 FE B ¢ BER E 4, B BIRK, R R IE
ﬁ ......

KATIE COURIC after the death of her husband, she goes
on with remarkable grace.

She is our morning star, a brilliant point of light to start
the day. Sc for Katie Couric to suffer the untimely death of
husband Jay Monahan last January was a kind of national e-
clipse. ® And when she reappeared on the Today show a month
later. his wedding ring on a chain around her neck, her grace
was an inspiration. “I get a lot of letters from people who say
I've helped them carry on,” says Couric, 42. “The fact that
people are inspired and empowered is really gratifying.”®

She herself gets strength from Ellie, seven, and Carrie,
three. “I have two small children who depend on me for a lot
more than food, clothing and shelter—they depend on me as an

example of how to go on®. I do it for them, and I do it for
their father,” she says. “You can’t get too preoccupied® with

your own sadness because you have to be thinking about their
» (5

happiness.
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Work is also a welcome distraction.® “I describe it as an
out-of-body experience,” she says. “For those two hours, I'm
able to focus® on events in Washington or make Halloween
decorations.” She did face down her personal tragedy profes-
sionally in September with a five-part series urging viewers to
be tested for colon cancer, the disease that killed her husband.
“I want people to know that it could change their lives forever,
too, "she says. “It fills me to hear, ‘Because of your husband, I
went to the doctor—you two saved my life.””

Ellie has been telling Mom she’s working too much, but
with this year’s reported $ 7 million contract, Couric won’t be
able to sleep late anytime soon. Currently, her little family is
living in a hotel in New York City until they move into a new
apartment later this year. But such stresses seem “minuscule”
to Couric. “Every day is hard to me,” she says. For fans who
ask how to deal with grief, she has “no cookie cutter solution.
The only advice I have is to encourage people to lead their lives
so that they would never have to say, ‘If I’d only known...””
She has tears in her eyes when she talks about her loss, but her
smile has its old sparkle. ®“I’d rather not save anyone’s life and

still have my husband, ”® Couric says. “Does that sound self-
ish?” No, just human. That’s why millions love her.

Send donations to the Jay Monahan Fund for Research to
the National Cancer Institute ¢/o Dr. Alan Rabson, 31 Cedar
Drive, Bldg 31, Rm. 11A48, Bethesda, MD 20892 .

Notes 1B

Declipse n. KA, Bk

@gratifying adj. & A\ &% ¥
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@preoccupied adj. 2 RIE, H#
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Reading Comprehension [ i35 P g

1.Every day is hard to her, because
A. her work is very hard.
B. her family lives in a little hotel.
C. she lost her husband.
D.fans ask her how to deal with grief and she has no cookie
cutter solution.
2.“Minuscule” here means _
A.tiny. B. weight. C.large. D.light.
3.Katie thinks that work is _

A.a welcome relaxation B.very hard

C. an out-body experience. D.Both B and C.
4. People love her because she is

A. beautiful. B.brave.

C.selfish. D. human.

Keys for Reading Comprehension BJiZBfRE K
1.D 2.A 3.D 4.D
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JOHN GLENN ‘

America’s first astronaut to orbit earth sends our spirits
soaring once again.

On John Glenn’s Senate office wall hangs an old-geezer
cartoon, showing a space shuttle? hurtling through the universe
with a bumper® sticker, LET ME TELL YOU ABOUT MY
GRANDCHILDREN. Well, the grandkids were there, both of
them, when Discovery STS-95 was launched on October 29. So
were Glenn’s son and daughter, his beloved wife, Annie, and
250,000 prayerful spectators®, the biggest Cape Canaveral
crowd in a decade.

Glenn said he wasn’t afraid of blowing up but of screwing
up his 12 onboard scientific experiments. He performed flaw-
lessly—collecting blood and urine samples from the six other
crewmembers and himself, sleeping with sensors on his body,
shooting pictures with a custom-made digital@ camera, answer-
ing questions from students back on Earth and even cracking
lame jokes with Jay Leno.

After 134 orbits, 3.6 million miles and nine days of
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weightlessness, Glenn came back a tad unsteady but recovered
in time for a New York City ticker tape parade. What his
flight reveals about aging will take months of study. What it
reveals about him is already clear. He said, “Zero G and I feel
fine.” He meant, “I’'m 77 and up here! Eat your hearts out,
youngsters.”

Notes 7EFE

Oshuttle v. ZFH
@bumper n. R FL
Qspectator n. WA
@digital adj. ¥ FH

Reading Comprehension BJ i FE R

1. Glenn came back to Earth on _
A. October 20th
B. October 21th
C. October 29th
D. November 7th
2. Which of the following sentences is not correct?
A. Glenn is the oldest of the crewmembers.
B. Glenn is the first astronaut in America.
C. Glenn performed perfectly.
D. This is his second flight into space.
3. There were in the crew.
A.seven members
B.six members
C. nine members
D. four members
4.Glenn performed the following flawlessly except -
A. collecting blood and urine samples from the six other

10



crewmembers and himself
B. shooting pictures
C. answering questions from students back on Earth
D. taking care of the other crewmembers

Keys for Reading Comprehension P PRfEE R
1.D 2.A 3.A 4.D
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A remarkable relationship is forged after a gymnast’s terri-
ble tragedy.

She calls him Older Brother (he’s 25), he calls her Little
Sister(she’s 17), but they are not related. They say fate brought
them together. The girl, Sang Lan, was born in southeastern
China, to a building-superintendent father and a mother who
worked in a shoe factory. A gift for gymnastics took her from
her parents at age eight, and from then on, her life was devot-
ed to training for the golden dream of the Olympics. In July,
Sang was warming up for the Goodwill Games in New York
with a vault® she had done thousands of times before. This
time, she landed on her head. Shocked spectators waited for
her to move.

And so Sang began a new life in a new country, practicing

12



