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Mural art has a long history and fine tradition in
China. It forms an important part of Chinese nationa!
painting. Murals appcared mostly in open halls. palaces,
mansion houses, and in tombs during ancient times.
Following the spread of Buddhism to Ching and the
development of Taoism in the country, murals as a form
of religious propaganda radually prospered in Buddhist
temples and Taoist monasteries. The Tung Dynasty is the
pinnacle of glory in the process of the development of this
art, which witnessed a decline after the Yuan Dynasty,

Apart trom those 1n cave temples, lots of valuablc
ancient murals of the Tang. Five Dynastics, Song. Liao.
Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing periods have been found
among temples and monasteries. They possessrather high
historic and artistic value. A set of suchH murals is now
being published for the appreciation and study of workers
and lovers of historic relics and art. They arc divided mto
different periods, beginning from the Tang Dynasty.



TR R

FACSF LR 1 AR EP - L BRIk e Al AL Oal PMORHE R (8899014 | Wi
WS TANINECAS #o BT KM Bl ORFR SRR S FE (1073— 10965 | BN
Ko W, JEEREORTR 1 ORICAY RE

PG RE ) BE ) 7 7~J§.éﬂ. %QH}TZIUH{U 'I*I‘H] DAL NS 2R G A 4 <<5ﬁl*¥’l$
SfARED L S IE R K IER LHOOR BE A ek T RIS ACREILER. EI T

B EIT A LLRCZ R B *%#*Wﬁ%” = |AU] H”<?&Af$&ﬂ.M%&H'W&W
MR, AEREPER EER, A MWW AC K MG, Wl AU i L R B 1 Lokt o,
41 Inl (WA [l b g, B% ) AL e Ay B U A L s F s B

ACRE PG ot OB AAD) . W EBERES Ly BE LN KOMIE W R ERT W, R R, wEAE
ORI, A EE AR P, L B, RN REm N R AT s AT

AOBERE i A (AR EH, ) ST, BRI, JLME BRI

(bR LR AR B 1. I - < O ) R H OB I RE T S il s S
S PR PRI RTAY B BT E b e HHRIZ A T ORm T SR R Y XY
P sk infE & fesh LERU e B A N POERPEGL DI CLO9RHE) | JXEER A, w LIEE ok
UPRERIER R RS, TR T o BRE L B M T A A ISR, K I A e
A ARERIE o) (E e -, A UL Yy 4y HOA

LI K, B RERE ) ERSISS L A, RPN 2 e 1, A

SR e B e, S0 i 4 kil 5 A A U i ks )

(. THFED

Song Dynasfy Murals in Kai Hua Si, Gao Ping County

Kai Hua Sicat the foot of the Shel Hill in Gao Ping County. was founded between 923-926
(corresponding to the era of Five Dynasties in Chinese history). Atfirst it was called Qing Liang
Stor Pure and Fresh Temple. 1t was rebuilt in the Song Dynasty. The main hall. built between
1073 and 1096, sull remains. The castern, western and northern walls contain Song murals.

Pictures on the west wall are divided into three sections. which are somewhat alike in torm
with the buddha preaching in the centre. flanked by scenes from sutras. The southern section
deseribes a prince feeding his parents during a rebellion. The prince saved the lives of his
parents. The content of the pictures in the central section is, however, unknown. Those on the
northern wall describe a prince being put to sea to seek precious jewel, which was scized by his
brother. who made him blind. The prince later married a princess and managed to return to his
country.

Pictures in the west section of the northern wall deseribe the story of @ mother deer. which
gave birth to a voung deer. The young deer was placed under the care of a ¢elestial being and
became a girl. who was discovered by a king. The king took her te his court and married her.
The young deer gave birth to the Lotus Prinee.

( Translared by He Feis
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2 #EBE  Part of a scene showing preaching of buddhism
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4 ZERFKFEE : Scene from the story of Prince Shan You. It shows the prince embarking on a voyage to seek
‘ treasure in the sea. The ship should be of interest to students of early Chinese navigation,
since it provides a source of information on the type of ships available to ancient Chinese

mariners.
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There are four pictures to this set, which deals with the story of
Prince Shan You. ?
1) The butcher and the wine dealer.

6 ERAFAE: WMa. WA, RH

There are four pictures to this set, which deals with the story of

Prince Shan You.
2) Looking at the fish. 3) Looking at weaving of fabrics.

4) Looking at the tilling of land. :
The pictures provide data to the study of social life of the Chinese
people in the Song Dynasty.
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8-9-10 Mother deer gave birth to a young deer, which was
placed under the care of a celestial being, so the story
goes. The young deer became an imperial concubine
and gave birth to the Lotus Prince,

i
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Return of Prince Shan You to the Palace
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