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About the Author

Jules Verne was born in Nantes, France.
As a child, he developed a great interest in travel
and exploration. He continued to display this in-
terest throughout his life as a writer of adventure
stories and science fiction. He also wrote several
books on history and geography.

Verne’s first book, Five weeks in a Bal-

loon, was published in 1863. It made him
wealthy and famous. The following year he
wrote A Journey to the Center of the Earth , and
the year after that came From the Earth to the
Moon . '
Around the World in 80 Days appeared in
1873. Along with 20, 000 Leagues Under the
Sea ( published in 1870), it is probably Verne's
most popular work.
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Chapter 1

Phileas Fogg Meets Passepartout
FERHT - 2B LDEBETMOER S

On October 2, 1872, Phileas Fogg bet his
life savings' that he could travel around the world
in 80 days.

Mr. Fogg, an English gentleman, lived at
No. 7 Saville Row in London, but not much else
was known about him. He never went to the
business and social places where important Lond-
oners’ gathered. Nor did he hold a regular job.
He seemed to be quite rich, but nobody knew
where all his money came from. He spent most
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of his time at the Reform Club', reading in the
library there and playing whist’, a popular En-
glish card game. Otherwise, he kept mostly to
himself® .

Perhaps the most remarkable' thing about
Phileas Fogg was that his life centered upon’ the
clock. His own clock told not only the hour,
minute and second, but also the month and year.
Fogg was never early and never late, and his ac-
tivities followed the same pattern® day after day.

For example, at exactly 11:30 every morn-
ing, Phileas Fogg went to the Reform Club. He
ate lunch and dinner there each day at exactly the
same time, in the same room, at the same table,
and always alone. At exactly midnight, he re-
turned home and went straight to bed.

Phileas Fogg had no wife, children, rela-
tives or close friends. He shared his large house

1. BETES 2. [wist] n. BEISEARCHUTHSO0—EAERD
3. keep to oneself FSARE
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Watching the Clock as Usual
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with a servant, but had just fired' him for bring-
ing shaving water that was two degrees too cold.
Now he was awaiting a new man to replace the
other servant. There was a knock at the door,
and a young man entered.

“You come from France and your name is
John, is that right?” Fogg greeted’ him.

“Please call me Jean. My last name is
Passepartout — a name I picked up by moving
from one job to another. I have worked as a
singer, a circus’ performer, a gym' teacher and a
fireman. Then, five years ago, I left France to
become a household servant here in England.
That job ended badly, but I hope now to settle
down’ here with you and forget the name Passep-
artout.”

“Good! What time is it?”

“My watch says 11:25.”

1.['taia) w. WEE
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