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English Is Tough®

I am takmg an ESL course@ in this college. This
is my first sem’ggfet@ here. I work with fourteen other
students in this class®. People call us f reshmen, though
most of the students in this class are girls®.

I live in Room 245. It is on the second floor®
of our dormnog bulldmg I share@ the room with
two other students. _ '

I like English, though I'm not goo‘cf ;it learning
it. People say it’s an easy language. They may think
so, but it certainly is not easy for me®. I think Eng-
lish spelling is unpredictable®. And I have a lot of
trouble with pronunciation. I speak Engﬁsh @ith) a
Chinese accent. Sometimes people don’t understand
me, and I don’t understand them, either®. I get ner-
vous when the teacher asks me questions®. The teach-
er says I make too many mistakes@grammar.

1 am working hard, but I am making little pro-
gress®. I don’t learn fast. I'm a slow student. The
teacher is kind enough to give me a lot of help®. And
I really need® it.
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tough [taf] X B E“BERE"M, M difficult FX, XZHLED
EER, BEREE, RaRIIERN “BEE", “FFda", W
B, —A AR, LA He is tough, HR@E”, “FikH”
HOBFERETHEE, seib, — AR, AR PR R A
a tough problem; —iH A ¥, BA 5), BLA[LLE tough: The
steak is tough. XGXBhHE IS EE AR ANE, tough R
Kz —, EEAFREXRABERA)
...take an ESL course L—[]1#EA¥ EZMHRIEIR, take a
..course R“L—[TiE &M, ESL R4 %E%E, % English
as a second language EEHEIE ZIEE., FiiEE B, =%
FAMAEEAREE, EAXEHERLER LHAMKIE X
B, HERAMHEIES, B EBERER T XEIEN, KiEd
2ERMH, KERBHIES, PLALEHHREANMHE ZIES,
ESL #1 EFL (English as a foreign language) HBEAR, Ja
B RBHEBEASEIERE,

X#m ESP, B English for special purposes BRE, 1
&*ﬂ%t%ﬂkkﬁuﬁé%ﬂ}ziﬁﬁﬁbﬁf%mﬁi‘éo H—# TOEFL
#ik, & Test of English as a Foreign Language, $#§BA XL

MEXR, LHREAXERFIELNEES A,

. semester [si'mesta] ##, XATZERAKH, # term [ 3,

I work with fourteen other students in this class. ¥ L
FBHLEHEA A (F, 3 LEHEN),XH There are fif-
teen students in our class. {FELEAE, BFE—&,
People call us freshmen, though most of the students in
this class are girls. A{18r# {7 freshmen, (B ZH E XI5 M
¥4 REW,

freshman ['frefmen] BK%¥—4F%H4, AN freshmen,
XA ERAE man, BF R B, &K¥EE BN freshman, Hill



LEGXHEERAREBER, —RRIEATHE freshman 7L

BTtk —RABMETSHTHE SBXHE, X#, freshman

BATRRGEE, ZRABRXBEHNTHEEREEFR ILIE

A YERNHEAE,

' freshman —< 317 F%E A%, =45 4m sophomore,
ZHEGAER junior, PUESKA R senior, KEEKPFE A first-
year student, second-year student %,

. on the second floor ZEXE LSRR _B¥, H£XH, —BE#
B the first floor, = E#&u] the third floor, XA MBI IR E
Wi —8, EEERED— B the ground floor, —BE#
ny the first floor, = 2N the second floor %%,

. share —FF“HE “oE"WER, HAGE—-ABFWM share
a room,

#i4n: I share the room with another student,
#%. We share the same room.
share HW LI FarH A X,
#ilfn: We share the expenses.
WA LA TR MHE A,
#in. 1 share your feelings (views). RHRMERYE (Fih) R
—EEH,
We share each other’s sorrows and joys. R{1¥%5k 53k,

. But it certainly is not easy for me. ZE—AW& FENARE

be FHiFMIEE,
#ihn. He is always late. {8 EE3,
You are certainly not joking! RYRAFREF LM,
XH certainly M7E is MM ERATRIAIES, BE, 8HA
AT i & R, 60T 3hiE 280,
Fifn: He always comes early. fbBR2RBMHRE,
1 guite understand what you mean. RFELIEEMR
BE,
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unpredictable —F £ M7id predict [pri'dikt] (FR., T
A MATEE un- M54 -able JR&:vWidk W, unpredictable £“IC
BA” HER, mEH—~AA unpredictable, AR ARE
T#, Ao amES TFHMA 25 E%k, AR20IEPERAK
BEAEAEEHER, XFHER,
English spelling is unpredictable. £\ DFEIEHBEET
A, WA (B b, KIENBRECRA —EHEAR), XK
BRI A I RIR A A, B LA BT

unbelievable LS AHIEMH

unthinkable SARELERM

unreliable A

uneatabie AA R »
AHETE4EA in- (8 p, b, m B im-), F5 4 Fi-ible:

incredible  ANWAHEM, ELBER

indigestible REFIHILEY

impassable AEBITHY
And I don’t understand them, either. Wi HAHEMBIINIE,

either #(A°), 7EiX B RAAlE, RESEMH, MEMH
£ too (), AT HEM, either ik ['aide] , EEKHR
ti:3a],
I get nervous when the teacher asks me questions. 2i:EJf
AR MR, RREK,

get nervous £ “Eiki2R" fEE, Xin get angry “4: 42
K", get ill “ERHK", get ZA/ERZIA (link verb), *
T — TR BT S —HRE.

Kik%: 1) The tea will get cold. Drink it now,

REET, RBM, FERUHK,)

The tea is cold. Don’t drink it.

FET, BT,
,2) I;Ig is angry again. He gets angry easily.
AN
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13.

X ERT, BHFHRES,
X E nervous RMEZEK"HBE, X4 FM nerve (i
Z)IRET R, RV UALRBIE RIS, 20%R. 00 RAEKLEWH
T, LEZESWRBRKMOMAEH, A nervous —F, i
A& excited, BM excited —FARZIALRE, excited {515
Bsh s, At thigh WS,
#i#n: Don’t get excited.
TENIDHW
What is there to get excited about?
HH L0383 (X)) M
make little progress R H 4S5, little EXHAEREHE
B, 5Lk no kB EB,
#ifm: He talks a lot but says litzle.
ERARE, BARRD BEELER .
a little fo little 7'F, s 2 HEHER, B “H—&K", BI1A
FARUE AR, ETHAFANER few & a few,
Hitn. Will you spare me a feww minutest
R R L4 Bl (R 1
He is a man of few words.
e —ATIRE SN,
The teacher is kind enough to give me a lot of help. i
HEE ATRMBEEY,
enough — AR AREAN, B AEREEENE AR
Z A, TEE T 4 A O AR 2 A,
Bisn; If the room is good empugh for you, it is good
enough for me.

R BFREEES, RERDLRRES,

I don’t have enough time to do it.
RIAWLSHHEXHF, (FitA time enough, {8
LERTE B 4a,)



%5k, enough AFEHEM %KM too 3l
#ifn: 1) This room is too big.

XKEBT AR,
That one is not big enough.
WE B FABK,
2) There is foo much rain this year. -
AETWAE,
There was not enough rain last year.
ZEHEAT B,
C BRAXESHRT R RREWARRERERF A,
#il#n: think 1G] need TE
understand %43 like  B%
% T HEshiE, S B H— &6 ¥
suppose 1% love 2
consider %k like Bk
know sl hate 1
remember s want &
hope e see BN
wish - e hear W

XRFAEAE RO EES, HURTREN EHDHH, 41
AAHETR, Hhesh A AETAH, EEL EAHRKE.
Hi4n: 1 think English is easy.
C RUBKERED.

I am thirking of my mother.

KRR R,



Listening Comprehension
Ramon Tells about His Experience

My name is Ramon®. I work in a factory with
a lot of Americans. One afternoon a few months ago,
one of my American co-workers started a conversation
with me during break time®.

“Hey, Ramon. Are you the only child in your
family?”

“No, I have three brothers.”

“What are their names?”

“Carmen, Maria and Jose.”

When I said that, the other workers started laugh-
ing. One of them called me “stupid.” I waiked away
from them with a sick feeling in my stomach®. I
didn’t know why they’d laughed or why they’d called
me “stupid”, but I felt confused and ashamed.

For the rest of the afternoon, I thought about
the reaction of my co-workers to the way | spoke Eng-
lish. I had been in this country for less than a year.
Not having any money to go to school to learn Eng-
lish, I listened to the way the Americans at work
spoke, and I tried to imitate them. Of course I made a
lot of mistakes, but my co-workers® were not very
helpful. I could tell that they didn’t like repeating

7



for me things I didn’t understand. When I didn’t un-
derstand something, they became impatient. When 1
made a mistake in grammar or pronunciation, they
made strange faces or made fun of me by imitating
my mistakes and my accent. ,

That night I told my older brother about my ex-
perience at work. He showed me my mistake. While
in my native Spanish “hermanos”® could sometimes
mean both “brothers” and“sisters,” it could only mean
“brothers” in English. Then I understood why the
Americans had called me “stupid”. They thought I
didn’t know the difference between a brother and a
sister. The shame I'd felt that afternoon at work re-
turned.

That same night I decided that I didn’t want to
suffer any more shame and humiliation because of the
way I spoke English. I didn’t want to hear the laugh-
ter of others any more. I made up my mind not to
speak English at work unless I absolutely had to, or

unless I was sure that what I was saying was absolute-

ly correct.

wREH
XEXRE-ANRECLENSHTAETE, FRMGE

FEBEHERTHRBS, KRGHEIES, FHTR
3



EREA BEMAFEIZRERTIE,

GEXEARPEATHBR, AL HNXHEPER

(Rio Grande) F|EE 0, REAEEHAME wetbacks,
f&!ﬂﬁ%@“ﬂ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ%#ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂ:ﬂ%

1.

= 4

Ramon HHFIFEAA, ik [ra'mon], ZFR G2 HEN AT R
Raymond ['reimond], Jose MEFEHFIEMA &, Mk
(ho'sel. LL L3358 F 4, Carmen ['ka:men]#f1 Maria [mo'rio]
LT
break time iRtk B, FRIRIE tea break s coffee break,
BT R 25 R T — B 2 S e A K B 1)
a sick feeling in my (one’s) stomach (WFBEHEMLEHIESY)
L BAEY RE, REE,
sick —FABE "MK, EREBRPLTCARES “B

L7, AR,
#iZn: It makes me feel sick.

X R,

I am sick and tired of it.

BRI ET .
co-worker R, —EBTHEMHA, co- BMMNE & “RR. “A
B R,
4n: cooperate &1k

cooperative A {Efy, Ak

co-education  HL R

co-ed HaRBtEh k%l
hermano(s) BHHFIE, SLH. HEkZ hermana(s),
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A Pretty Fishy Story

Nick was a student who came from, shall we
say®, Ruritania®. He was eighteen years old when he
first arrived in England to study in London. Like
most students he was not very rich, but he managed
to make ends meet®. He worked in the evening as a
receptionist in a private hotel. Everybody liked Nick.
He was a pleasant, well-mannered, good-natured®,
humorous fellow. Moreover, he was intelligent. He
worked hard; he studied well. He did exceptionally
well in the language laboratory® and his teachers were
very pleased with® his progréss. But all of them agreed
that although good at phonetics, he was poor at
spelling. This was mainly because in his own language
the words were written the same way as they were
sounded.

Nick took his first examination® at the end of
the year. In one of the tests he had to write the
word ‘fish’. Curiously enough®, he had never seen this
word written® and he began to wonder how he could
spell it®. “Well,” he said to himself, “[f]; that’s the
10



sound of ‘gh’ in the word ‘cough’.” So he wrote
‘gh’. “[i]; well, that’s the sound of ‘0’ in the word
‘women’.” So he added ‘o’. “[f]; well, that’s easy.
That’s the sound of ‘s’ in the word ‘expression’ and ‘t’
in ‘examination’.” So he finally wrote ‘g-h-o-s-t’. But
in spite of this curious idea Nick passed his examina-

tion.

XFHA

EHsb fishy —3 M fish Wik, A @Bk”, FF4
AFEE"MHER, XX FHRENSE, ~REFhHE
%5 fish (B)EX —EEFEMEALNE fish —FHlaLbE
B ghost, MRREIM, EAPARR, Wik, MRAEBEFHE
& NARBEZAL, Blan, F 7115, TEMESIT R, WTEAE, There is
something fishy in it. = It’s pretty fishy. pretty it
RAHA, o rather & quite R, MRFREFRS—H
EE, USRS fishy HRBRMERRILIE LG
DERD, AR IUER, AR Z R CHELABRET .

B R, EEEBREA AR LOHEM, BF
MEEBEREK, BT fishy 4 BH-AAMHAIER
smell a rat iz, I smell a rat somewhere. g2 i ‘3%
BB R mARTEZL,

P2

1. shall we say... RIIARGB -
11



