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TO THE TEACHER .

Face to Face is a book of listening and speaking activities
g for intermediate and upper-intermediate students of English.

% There are 18 main units, each of which is based on a different
TO the topic or theme and within each of them there are four or more
Teacher listening comprehension exercises and six or more speaking ac-
‘ ' tivities, designed to stimulate students to share their ideas,
opinions and experiences with each other. The topics selected
are the ones which are generally useful and realistic, armd which
students at this stage need and want to talk about in English.
The activities and tasks designed in this book are also interest-
ing, challenging, and more importantly, relevant to the students
themselves.

English is a language that is spoken not just in Britain or
America, but all over the world — often as a means of com-
munication between people who have no other language in
common. The activities in this book do not attempt to prepare
learners for “life in Britain or America” but for using English as
an international language. During the course, however, some
background knowledge of these two chief English-speaking
countries is also presented and practised at many points. This is
intended to prepare students in some way to live or work in an
English-speaking situation in the future.

Face to Face is designed to be used as the oral/aural
component of the English course for postgraduate students or
post-CET4 and CET6 English learners. Of course, it can also be
used on its own as an intensive “refresher course” or optional
course for graduates as well as undergraduates who need to de-
velop their fluency in English after they have completed their
English studies at the intermediate level. This book is ideal for
those pre-departure students to prepare them to study or work in
an English-speaking country.

Listening Exercises

Each unit in Face to Face has four or more listening
exercises, the recording for which is on the cassettes. Each
listening exercise trains students’ listening skills. At the same
time, it provides students with a topic, a range of opinions or
some information which students can use to develop their lan-
guage competence at a later stage. The language and the lexical
items introduced in the listening material also help students to
participate more effectively in the activities that follow.
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There is generally a “before”, “during” and “after” phase
to each listening exercise. In brief, the phrses are as follows:

1. Pre-listening

Learners are introduced to the situation in which each
conversation takes place. They find out their purpose in listening
to the recording and any background information they may need.
This is generally fulfilled through some of the pre-listening
exercises that are specially designed for this purpose or through
questions and answers that are included in the directions of the
listening exercise. It is noted that the lexical items printed after
each listening exercise should also be introduced at this stage.
This is intended to enhance students’ understanding of the
recording in which these lexical items might prove problematic
and therefore hamper their comprehension in the first place.

2. Listening

Usually learners need to hear the recording twice: once to
get used to the voices on the tape and try to get the gist of the
text; and the second to find out and note down the specific
points of information required by the task. These tasks may
involve drawing a diagram, filling in a chart or making notes,
for example. Sometimes, two listening tasks are designed on the
same listening text, one to check the gist and the other the
detailed information. Often, only one listening task is designed
to check both the gist and detailed information.

3. Post-listening

Learners compare notes or answers with their partners.
They help each other in their understanding of the listening text.
Then, the teacher elicits the required information from the
students and makes sure they have the right answers. Usually, a
third listening follows here, which gives students a chance to
find out where they went wrong and what they missed in the

previous listening.

Speaking Activities

In the speaking activities in Face to Face, students work
together in pairs or in groups. Sometimes they can even move
around the classroom, talking to anyone they like. The aim is to

_ encourage students to exchange ideas and opinions with each

other. In each activity students are given a purpose or task —
and this makes the activities much more motivating and realistic

than just “answering questions” . Most of the time, since
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students are directed to talk about themselves or things they are
familiar with, the activities tend to become more meaningful.
Of course, this also makes the speaking tasks easier to do so that
weak students can have a go at them. Besides, the useful ex-
pressions and. the lexical items introduced in the listening text
and elicited through the pre-listening activities also help students
in this way. The tasks are designed on the assumption that
Chinese learners of English are generally weak in this type of
productive skill — speaking. Some speaking activities also in-
corporate some language functions such as making introduc-
tions, giving explanations, etc.

It is noted that some sort of checking or demonstration
should be an indispensable phase which follows a speaking ac-
tivity. For instance, when students are supposed to make some
choices, the teacher could later elicit each of the students’
choices and make some comments if they have made mistakes.

a
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Family

1. Pair-work: Below is a family tree. Discuss with your partner and write down the position of each
person in the family tree.

Reference Words great-grandparent, ex-husband, ex-wife, half brother, half sister,
twin sisters, grandparents, granddaughter, grandson, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, stepmother, stepfather, daughter, son, cousin, aunt,
uncle, niece, nephew, brother, wife, sister

FAMILIES

2. Listen: You will hear four people talking about their families. What special information do you

get about each of their families? Listen to the recording and fill in the chart below with what you
hear.

Lexical Items half brother: R R HFHRRXHRE
adopted sister: W(IF 4 48 B ok Ik
identical twin: [&]5PSUHIAS
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3. Pair-work: Look at these different types of families. What’s your family like? Discuss with your

partner the questionnaire below the pictures.

FRy ) .
,'.‘/(//. L

a nuclear family B S
8n extantiec tanity m"‘ a bicultural family
a single-parent
family

A Questionnaire about Each of Your Families

Name:
oC O 00 Q0 OC 00 0D 00 00 00 00 C0 O0 00 OO0 OO G0 00 00 00 OO 00 00 00 0D 00 G0 00 00 OO 00 OO0 00 00 OO

1) What type of family do you come from?

2) What'’s something unusual or special about your family?

3) What are some rules that people have to follow in. your family?

4) How do you celebrate your birthday?

5) Is there a holiday your family always celebrate together?

6) Who do you talk to in your family if you have a problem?

7) What do you like and dislike most when you stay with your family?

8) How do you get along with your family?

9) What are generally the advantages of being close to one’s family?

10) Who does most of the housework in your family?
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4. Listen: You will hear two people talking about their families. What is each of their families like?
In which way are their families different? Listen to the recording and complete the chart below

with what you hear.

Lexical Items close-knit family: FlEE K ZEE
spread out: #HFE T
leftovers: FREY

5. Pair-work: First, make a family tree for your own family with at least four generations. Then
talk with your partner about your family members and relations. Give some major information
about each of them.

My family tree:
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1. Pair-work: Look at the list of household chores and the pictures. Discuss with your partner and
match the pictures with the phrases. Fill in the space with the information about who does each of

the things in your family.

Household chores: Who does it in my family?

1) clean the house
2) dust the furniture
3) make the beds
4) do the shopping
5) vacuum, sweep, mop the floors
6) make, fix, prepare, cook meals
7) do, or wash the dishes
8) do the laundry
9) fix things
10) take care of little ones

2. Listen: You will hear an interview with Paul Freeman. There are four people in Paul’s family,
he, Linda (his wife), Josh (his son) and Veronica (his baby daughter). Who does each of the
household chores in the Freeman family? Listen to the recording and fill in the chart below with
what you hear. Write P for Paul, L for Linda and J for Josh in the boxes.

Lexical Items household chore: H%
night shift: ZZHE
trash: %
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3. Listen: You will hear an Indian woman and another person describing how an Indian family

differs from an English family. Before you listen to the recording, discuss with your partner what

answers you might give to the questions below. Then, listen to the recording and write down the

answers the speakers give to the questions.

Lexical Items gear: &N

fragile: S

pros and cons: 1F R B4
intrusive: RAR, FTIRH
conservative: fRFH

Questions about the conversation:

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

What is a typical English family like?

What is a typical Indian family like?

What are the pros of a nuclear family?

What are the cons of a nuclear family?

What are the pros of an extended family?

What are the cons of an extended family?
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4. Group-work: Below is a list of questions about family. Form groups of four or five and discuss
these questions. Give your opinions about each of the questions. Find out if others share your

opinions.

- B\

Questionnaire
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCE
1) Why do we need families? Is family ever likely to disappear as an institution?

2) Should the mother or the father be the head of the family? What roles do the mother
and the father play in China? And what about sons and daughters? Who is the boss in
your family?

3) What influence have your parents had on your life? Who has a stronger influence on
you, your father or your mother? Will you instill the values you get from your parents
into your children?

4) What do you think of the Chinese tradition that ali children should take their father’s
surname? Should sons and daughters have equal inheritance rights?

5) Should all family members try to live in the same area?

6) What differences do you know between family life in China and that in the western
countries?

2
-
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5. Pair-work: Read the following short passage about love and marriage. Discuss with your partner
the answers to the questions that follow the passage. Briefly note down your answers to each

question.
Love and Marriage

About 25% of the world’s people live in societies where a husband can have more than one
wife. Before the age of industrialization, this meant that a man could amass great wealth in
acquiring several wives, although the wives themselves often maintained some kind of economic
independence. The husband also played a relatively minor role in the family life. However, in
an age of compulsory education and increasingly equal rights for men and women, having extra
wives and children has turned into an economic burden.

In many cases, when a man already has one or more wives, a potential “new” wife is
introduced into the family unit. Before she officially becomes a wife, she has to learn her Juture
husband’s ways, the food he likes etc., and she also has to prove that she can fit in with the rest

of the family. When the trial is over, the marriage ceremony takes place.

Questions for discussion:

1) What are the pros and cons of one husband and one wife? What are the pros and cons of one
husband and several wives?

2) Should parents decide their children’s marriage? What are the advantages of an arranged
marriage? What are the dangers of a marriage based on personal compatibility?

3) Should marriages be restricted to people outside the immediate circle of relatives or immediate
community, or restricted to one’s own social group? Is it better to marry someone from one’s
own social class and nationality?

4) What do you think should be the right age to get married?

5) Should people be allowed to get divorced? If not, how should they resolve their problems?
Why are divorce rates constantly increasing in China, and what could be done to stop this
increase?







