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1.In 638 AD(Tang Dynasty).the Sixth Patriarch of the
Chinese ZEN Buddhism,Master Huineng,was born to
the Lo family in Xinzhou,Lingnan(nowadays Xinxing
County,Guangdong Province).His father Lo Xingtao.a
government official from Fangyang of Hebel
Province,was exiled to this undeveloped south for
committing a misdemeanor.
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2.At the time of Huineng’s birth,the room was filled
with a strange fragrance and the dark sky was
brightened by a brilliant light which radiated from
the rooftop. This phenomenon astonished the whole
family,yet made them very happy.

_@%%__



pwns SOV LR A e At gk AU 1

=m1\):::—m=_—_m—ﬁ‘w-

| i\kw"i’/:m{@

’fs«(f—:m%nrﬁ Em%
S AAREEALE VA LA £ ARRCHAB AR D0LE 2N




3R, KRS, whA PO I AKRE K, W]
FIRRB MO RILIRA- 25, I “E/e”, il
IR —ES "HIFARAAKE, BERERRA G

»
7

— AR

3.Before daybreak the next morning,two unusual-
looking monks came to offer their congratulations. They
also gave the infant the name “Huineng” (“Hui”
means “benevolent” and “neng” means “capable”).
They prophesied that this infant would grow up to
“enlighten all beings with the ‘benevolence’ of
Buddhist wisdom and lead the masses to practice
Buddhism” .
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4 After giving birth,Huineng’s mother did not have
enough milk to breast-feed the infant,but every night
the fairies came from Heaven to feed Huineng with
sweet nectar to sustain his growth.
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5.When Huineng was three years old,his father died.
From then on,Huineng and his mother survived on
their own. As time went by,their lives became more
impoverished.It reached a point where Huineng could
not afford to go to school.
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6.Later,Huineng and his mother moved to Nanhai
County,Guangdong.Huineng made their living by selling
firewood gathered from the hills nearby.Their life
was extremely difficult.
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