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(LEGAL INTERESTS THEORY)

Abstract

Criminal law is, indeed, the protective law of legal inter-
ests.

Legal interest is the interest, which is protected by the
criminal norms. The doctrine of legal interest starts with the pe-
riod of capitalism ideal enlightenment. However, Legal interest
has its concrete connotation and extension in different societies,
different nations and different periods. In this dissertation,
structure of legal interest is studied after survey of its evolution,
application of legislation, classification from the point of western
scholars. The relationship between legal interest and other basic
conceptions is discussed in this doctrine. Legal interest is a his-
torical, relative, concrete legal concept. The concept of legal in-
terest is built to define the essence of crime from the quality and
quantity of social detriment. For integration of protection of hu-
man rights and society, it is necessary to adjust the content and
structure of crime requirements. It is advisable to form the two —
level and three — requirement model of crime founded, which are

fits of constitution of crime, infraction of legal interest, exclu-




sion of criminal responsibility. It is to constrict the scope of crim-
inal responsibility for the policy “rule by law” and reform of law-
suit mechanism. This doctrine represents that legal interest is not
only the virtual standard of criminal legislation but also the ap-
praisal to criminal legislation after analysis of function of legal in-
terest. For remedy of criminal legislation’ s flaw, legal interest
is the ultimate standard to appreciate legislative essence, to expli-

cate and apply the criminal law in juridical practice.

Key Words: Conception of legal interest, Structure of legal
interest, Function of legal interest, Essence of

crime, Requirements of crime founded
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