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Introduction to the Teacher

This Listening and Speaking series is for students of English in secondary schools in
China. This book has been written to support teachers and students in meeting the
requirements of the new syllabus. Each of the twenty four units relates to a topic in
Senior English for China Book | and contains the vocabulary and structures from that
and preceding units.

Each unit has a warm-up activity with two or three listening tasks. These lead into the
speaking tasks which can be done in pairs or small groups. Occasionally there are
opportunities for whole class discussion. The materials are suitable for classes of both
differing and similar abilities. As all classes are different the activities have been
designed to be used flexibly. Teachers can therefore, if necessary, present and use
the materials differently to different classes. One aspect of this series is that the level
of difficulty progresses gradually throughout the book, thus ensuring that students’
confidence builds up systematically.

The aims of this series are: to build upon the language and skills from Senior English
for China Book 1 and previous levels, to encourage the students to be independent
language learners, to foster the intellectual development of the students and to
develop the listening and speaking skills, not only in guided activities, but also in less
structured ones.

The objectives of this series are in line with the new syllabus. For example, the latter
states that students need to be able to exchange views with others on familiar topics.
In Unit | students can talk about their holidays, in Unit 8 they can listen to and discuss
organising food for parties. Students are also required to express their views on
unfamiliar topics. Teachers who want their students to practise this skill can make use
of the suggestions for Projects in each unit. Again, another objective from the new
syllabus requires that students take notes while listening and then answer questions.
The unit on agriculture, Unit 24, is one which includes these particular skills. Thus
the books have been written in line with the new guidelines.

The Topics

The content of the materials have been chosen to reflect and extend the topics in the
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students’ course books. They have been chosen for their interest to secondary
students and cover such subjects as geography, history, literature, music, science and
technology. These materials are stimulating, challenging and encouraging the
students to think, evaluate and use knowledge acquired both inside and outside the
classroom.

It is important to bear in mind that it is not necessary to complete the book. If time
is short then certain topics and tasks can be chosen for revision purposes and / or for
interest and motivation.

Methodology

Listening:

Each class is different so make sure there is sufficient preparation for each task. Ask
students questions on the topic and encourage them to ask questions too. This
“warming up”period is very important. It is a good strategy to prepare the students
to listen and to predict which language items may occur.

Next give the students time to read the questions and work out what the reasons for
listening are for this particular exercise: for gist, to answer literal comprehension
questions or for inference.

Decide how many times the students can listen to the tape. Twice is suggested but
perhaps some classes need more. If the listening text is too long for your students,
divide it into two. There is no one way of using teaching materials. It is important for
the teacher to assess the students and ask oneself the following questions: Is this class
of similar ability or mixcd ability? Are there “high flyers” in the group? The level
and abilities of the students will determine which tasks you will select and which
method to use. There are listening tasks for all levels of ability in Book 1. The self
study exercises can stretch the students who are capable and wish to extend their
listening skills. Project work is ideal for all classes, especially those of mixed ability.

Other questions to consider when preparing for listening comprehension are:
Is the passage long enough or too long? If it is too long for your students consider
dividing it into two.

Is there enough preparation for listening? Students need time to think about a topic
and discuss it first.



Is the text higher than the learner’s present level? Either choose a simpler text or
perhaps allow the students to listen to it and follow the tapescript.

How many times is the learner allowed to listen to the text? Usually twice is suggested
for the students to complete each task but students may need to listen three or four
times in the early units.

[t is important to remember that the skills of listening is very complex and so to give
the students the strategies for learning how to listen is as important as presenting them
with stimulating texts.

Encourage your students to listen to English on the radio and / or TV, find a cassette
English speaking “pen friend” and exchange cassettes, borrow stories on cassettes
and listen to them, form an English club so that cassettes and other listening materials
can be lent and borrowed, listen to authentic listening material on the Internet.
Suggest to your students that they decide on a regular time each week to develop their
listening skills.

Speaking:

The aim of this series is for the students to achieve communication skills. This will
take time and in the beginning they will need guidance. It is important to have a
balance between accuracy and fluency. As each student is unique, you, the teacher,
will have to decide whether your class needs more emphasis on the one or the other.
If the students’ pronunciation is so inaccurate that there is no communication then
clearly accuracy must be focused on. Fluency, however, is very important and so a
level of inaccuracy in terms of grammar and pronunciation can be tolerated at this
point. It is crucial to build up confidence in the students and constant correction will
discourage rather than encourage them.

The oral tasks have been designed so that students can access their own knowledge,
as well as the vocabulary and structures that have been presented in the course book.
The students are required to report , discuss and add to the listening text in pairs. This
allows them time to process the language and the information. They are then given
guidance to produce structured dialogues. Learners are then prepared for the task.
Fluency-orientated activities then follow on. These are done in pairs or small groups.
Do not correct students during these kinds of tasks. It would be more appropriate to
make a note of the students’ general errors and correct them with the whole class at
the end of the lesson. Encourage students to correct themselves.
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Encourage your students to practise speaking English as much as possible. They can
find out where they can talk to speakers of English in their area, or find a cassette
“pen friend” , record themselves reading poetry and plays to practise their
pronunciation and intonation. Record themselves speaking regularly. Stress that
rehearsing in private will help their confidence.

Throughout the units there are cultural notes which add to the information in the text.
This is to help with background information to the various topics. If students have
difficulty with the proper names of cities, rivers, etc., encourage them to write down
the sounds they hear phonetically and then practise them. As the world is getting
smaller it is necessary for us to be able to pronounce place names etc. as clearly as

possible. Communication with international speakers of English will therefore be
aided.

Project work has been built into this course. It is an option and gives students the
opportunity to follow their own interests, use the Internet or other reference books and
give presentations to the class. Project work is extremely valuable as it brings together
all the language skills. It is highly motivating as each student can work at his / her own
level and it is therefore to be encouraged.

Again, it must be emphasised that it is not necessary to complete the whole book.
Each class is different and so some students may require further listening exercises
while others need further oral practice.

Finally, the tasks that we have chosen have been designed to encourage students to
use their knowledge and understanding of English in a variety of different situations.
They can listen, understand and then transfer the information gained to communicate
while thinking laterally. Thus they can bring to the language class all the knowledge
gained from other subjects in the curriculum, TV, newspapers and the Internet. Their
own experience is therefore validated .
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Introduction to the Student

This book has been written to help you listen and understand English more effectively
and also to help you become a better speaker of the language. It is completely
consistent with the new English syllabus.

When using this book you will be able to practice listening to a wide variety of
interesting tasks. We have chosen dialogues, discussions, interviews and lectures on
different topics so that you will enjoy learning and understanding what is said. You
will also learn how to listen, have reasons for listening and use the language to discuss
the topics with your partner and group. By using these materials your listening and
speaking skills will improve.

This book has twenty four units. Each unit is divided into three, four or five exercises.
Some exercises focus mainly on listening tasks. Alternate exercises focus on
speaking activities. Here you can use the language that you have heard in pairs or
small groups. The final exercise in units 2,4, 6, etc are for Self Study. You can listen
to the task for homework and answer the questions. In the Revision units the self
study questions are multiple choice or gap filling exercises. These types are to prepare
you for the exam at the end of Book 3.

There is also a project in each unit that you can do in your own time and present to
the class at the end of the week. You can do this on your own or with a group. Projects
are very valuable as you can research a topic and give a short lecture about it. This
method helps you to develop all your language skills.

It is important to remember that you do not have to work throu gh every exercise. If
you do not have sufficient time choose the topics that interest you .

Listening .
When we listen to people talking on the TV or radio we listen for a reason. So with
some listening tasks you will be listening for numbers, names or places. This is
listening for specific information. Other tasks will ask you to listen for general
information, which is called listening for gist. You will answer questions, decide if
a sentence is true or false, or complete tables or other diagrams.
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Speaking

Many students who are learning a foreign language feel uncomfortable about their
speaking skills. They feel that their pronunciation is not clear and their intonation is
incorrect. Students also feel that they cannot always choose the correct words. It is
important to remember that speaking a language well takes time and you must take
risks. Do not worry if you make a mistake. That is how you learn. Just speak. Practise
as much as possible. The tasks in this book aim to help you improve your speaking
skills by guiding you, for example, by giving you questions and parts of sentences
that you can use and add to. These exercises then lead on to freer activities.

How to be a better listener

One of the most important points to remember about listening is that you do not have
to understand every word. In your own language you often miss a word or phrase. In
your mother tongue you can understand the general idea of the conversation or
interview without concentrating on each single word. This is a skill you must use
when you are listening to English. Listen for the meaning and select the important
words and phrases that are carrying the meaning. At first you may find this difficult
but with practise it will become easier. You will learn to follow dialogues, interviews
and the lectures.

When you listen in your mother tongue you always have a reason for listening.
Perhaps you need to know what time a train is going to arrive, or there is a news item
you are interested in. The tasks in this book also contain a reason for listening. You
must work out what it is before you begin to listen. Read the instructions for the task
first and think about what you need to listen for. The important questions is; what do
you need to find out? If necessary discuss this with your partner. Each unit in this book
will help you to improve your listening skills.

Many students worry about new vocabulary. If you hear a word that you do not
understand immediately do not focus on it. Instead, concentrate on the general
meaning of the text. If you decide you need to know the meaning of the word try to
guess its meaning. Guessing is a Very important language skill to develop. Finally,
if you are sure you need to know its meaning use your dictionary to look it up. Then
write it , with its meaning in your English vocabulary book. These three methods will
help you to become an independent language learner. This is the aim of every student.
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How to be a better speaker

Students who are learning English say that speaking is the most difficult of all the
language skills. “If I concentrate on the correct grammar then I am slow, "said one
student. “If I concentrate on speaking normally then my grammar goes out of the
window, " said another. “I can think of lots of things I want to say, but I do not know
the words so I have to try and think of other words ,” said a third student. These
sentences are to show you that all learners of English have problems with speaking.
The important thing to remember is not to give up.

Here are some helpful hints:

1

Take time to breathe properly. If you breathe too quickly you will create panic in
yourself and will not speak clearly and fluently.

Give yourself enough time to speak. You can take the time. Let others wait for you
to say what you think. You are unique and your contribution is important.
Record yourself speaking in English onto a tape. Listen to it carefully and try and
work out where you need to improve. Is it your pronunciation? Do you put the
stress on the wrong part of the word? Do you need to practise your intonation?
Listen to people whose mother tongue is English reciting poetry and rhymes. This
will help you to learn the “music” of English. Listen to English programmes on
the TV and radio. This will help your speaking improve.

In order to express yourself you need a wide vocabulary. Work out how you learn
new words. Everyone is different. Perhaps you learn best by watching movies,
listening to tapes, or reading books. Maybe you like to learn lists of words with
their meanings. Whichever method you use make sure you keep an English
vocabulary book, revise the words frequently and use the new words when you
speak. Remember, if you make a mistake keep trying and never give up.
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