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Foreword

Sayyid ‘Ajall Shams al—Din was a prominent statesman dur--
ing the Yuan Dynasty (1271—1368). Late in his career he was sent
to govern Yunnan with thetitie of Prime Minister of the Secretari-

11627

S R
AR R A
J" H




at. He dedicated the last years of his life to this post. After his
death he was subsequently conferred the nobility title of “King of
Xianyang” by the Yuan imperial court. During his tenure as gover-
nor of Yunnan, Sayyid *Ajall was able to carry out remarkable
achievements in developing the local economy and supporting the
focal cultures. In addition. he was able to made tremendous
progress in incorporating Yunnan into China proper.

Whereas carlier historians have documented Sayyid ‘Ajall’ s
many accomplishlﬁents. the author of this work has chosen to con-
centrate on Savyid ‘A jall’s ancestors. He has carried out ¢xtensive
background research using a wide variety of sources dealing with
this important historical figure. a Muslim. originally from
Bukhara in Central Asia.who first came to China at the beginning
of the 13th Century. Furthermore. the author has also carried out
rescarch on the descendants of Sayyid A jall, down to the present,
documenting their efforts, together with other minorities in buiid-
ing China. In addition. the author has used many rare and obscure
historical sources in this book, resulting in it being an especially
worthwhile contribution to scholarship in this field.

Although this work represents the efforts of-ene scholar and
there may still be some shortcomings evident. it is the hope that it
will still be recognized as a new start to research on the history of
the Hui nationality in Yunnan. It also represents an important con-
tribution to the history of Central Asia and the history of China's
Yuan Dynasty. In conclusion, it is hoped that this book will help
toboth promote mutual understanding among China's nationalities
aswell as strengthen national unity. As a result it will be beneficial

to China’s present policy of reform and opening to the outside

world.







A major historical monument and cultural site under the pro-
tection of Yunnan Province; The mausoleum of Sayyid Ajall Shams al

as posthumo ferred the title “King of Xianyang”by

ang  Admumistrative Commultee of
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This is a newer report on Sayyid Ajall Omar Shams al — Din
and his descendants. |

Sayyid Ajall was posthumously confered a title of nobility as
“the King of Xianyang” by the Yuan Imperial court.
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