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Construction of Envir onmental Information
System Is An Imperative Task

—— Addressing the International

Symposium on Environmental Information

Zhang Kunmin Deputy Administrator of the National Environmental Protection Agency
August 24, 1993 Dalian

Mr. Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Friends,

On behalf of the National Environmental Protection Agency of China, Ifeel deeply
honored: to have this wonderful opportunity to express our cordial respect and warm
welcome towards all the delegates and participants of the International Symposium on
Enuironmental Information. Let me extend our sincere gratitude for the Asian Develop-
ment Bank for its valuable support to the urban environmental information system con-
struction in China.

Environmental information is an important resource for the environmental protec-
tion departments in their decision making and management. The level of deveopment and
utilization of environmental information is directly linked to the capacity of policy mak- -
ing and efficiency of the environmental protection departments. In the 1980s, as environ-
mental policy making and management became more and more scientific, the work of en-
vironmental information grew rapidly in China, and now has taken shape. Environmental
statistics and nvironmengkl monitoring database have become the principal part and main
source of information for the ecnironmental information work in China. Now, traditional
_ artificial information systems are in a process of transition to modern ones characterizéd
by computerization. Achievements have been made in a number of scientific and techno-
logical key projects of the Seventh Five-Year Plan designated by the State. China has al-
ready established an environmental information task force that is mainly copposed of sci-
entists and experts from the fields of environmental statistics, environmental monitor-
ing, environmental data and environmental information. nevertheless, in General, the
work of environmental information remains a weak link and inadequate to cope with
rapidly growing information required in policy making and management. Faliure to time-
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ly chan.ge this situation could hamper further development of China’ s environmental
_protection course.

The 1990s is a critical decade for China’ s economic and social development. It is al-
so a critical period when the constant growth of environmental pollution and ecological
damage in China will be put under control step by step. It is of vital importance, there-
fore, to actively seek support from international lending agencies, learn from advanced
experiences of developed countries, speed up the construction of environmental informa-
tion systems and improve the development and utilization of environmental information,
in order to achivev the strategic goals of environmental protection set for the Eighth Five
—Year Plan and the year 2000.

This meeting is the first international symposium on environmental information
sponsored by the National Environmental Protection Agency. It is also a project of grant
by the Asian Development Bank——a showcase of the construction of enviropmental
management information system in a selected city, 1 firmly believe that the coming dis-
cussions and exchanges among the Chinese and foreign experts will generate valuable
ideas and provide useful cxperiences for the construction of environmental information
system in China.

I wish the meetitng a complete success |

Wish every distinguished delegate and guest a happy trip to Dalian!

Thank you!
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