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Lincoln's mother, Nancy Hanks. was brought up by
ber aunt and uncle, and probably had mo scheoling!
at all We know she could not write, for she made
ber mark when signing a deed

She lived 'deep in the somber woods and made few
friends; and when she was twenty-two, she married
one of the most illiterate and lowly men in all Ken
tucky—a dull, ignorant day laborer and deer hunter.
His name was Thomas Lincoln, but the people in
the backwoods’ and cancbrake setilements where he
lived called him “Linkhorn.”

Thomas Lincoln was a rover, a drifter, a ne'er do-
well®, floating about {rom one place to another, taking
any kind of job he could get when hunger drove him
to it. He worked on roads, cut brush, trapped bear,
cleared land. plowad corn, built log cabins, and the
old records* show that on three different occasions
he was employed to guard prisoners, with a shot-gun.
In 1805 Hardin County, Kentucky. paid him six cents
an hour {or caiching and whipping recalcitrant slaves.

He had no money sense whatever®: he lived for
fourieen years on one farm in [ndiana, and during

that pericd he was unable to save and pay as much as
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tendollars a year on his land* At a time when he was
so poor that his wife had to pin her dresses together
with wild thorns, he went to a store in Elizabeth-
town?,Kentucky,and bought a pair of silk suspenders
for himsell—and bought them on credit®. Shortly
after that a: an auction sale, he paid three dollars
for 2 sword, P robahly he wore his silk suspenders
and carried his sword even when going barefoot®.
~Shortly after his marriage he moved to town and

tried to make a livieg as a carpenter, He got a2 job

building a2 mill, but he did not square® his timbers

or cut them the right length. Sohis employer sharply
refused to pay him for his bungling efforts, and
three lawsuits followed.

Tom L incoln had come from the woods, and, dull
as he was,he soon realized now that he belonged to
the woods, He took his wife back to a poor, stony
farm on the edge of the forest, and never again did
he have the temerity to forsake the soil for the
village,

Not far from E lizabethtown there was a vast stretch
of treeless land known as “the barrens.” For genera-

tions the Indians had started fires there and burned.

away the forestsand brush and undergrowth®, so that
the coarse prairie-grass’ could grow in the sun, and

the buffaloes would come there to wallow and graze,
In December, 1808, Tom Lincoln purchased a farm -

on “the barrens” for sixty-six and two thirds cents
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per acre. There was a hunter’s hut on it, a-crude sort
of cabin surrounded with wild crab-apple trees!. and
half a mile away flowed the South Fork of Nolin Creck®,
where the dogwood blossomed in the spring. In the
summertime, hawks circled lazily in the blue® over
head, and the tall grasses surged in the wind like
an illimitable sea of green. Few people had had the
poor judgment to settle there. So in the wintertime
it was one of the most lonely and desolate regions‘in
all Kentucky.

And it was in a hunter’s hut oa the edge of these
lonely barrens, deep' in the winter of 1809. that
Abraham Lincoln came into the world®. He was born
on a Sunday morning—Dborz on a bed of poles covered
with corn husks. It was storming ouatside, and the
February wind blew the snow through the cracks
between the logs and drifted it across the bearskin
that covered Nasncy Hanks and her baby. She was
destined to die nine years later, at the age of thirty-
five, worn out by the strain and hardships of pioneer
life. She never knew much of happiness. Wherever
she lived, she was hounded by gossip about her ille-
gitimate pirth®., What a pity she could not have looked
into the future that morning, and seen the marble
temple that a grateful people have now erected on the

spot which she then consecrated with her suffering!?

The paper money in circulation® at . that time, in
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the wilderness. was often of very doubtful value.
Much of it was worthless. So hogs. venison hams,
whisky. coon-skins’. bearhides. and f{arm produce?
were much used as mediums of exchange. Even preach
ers sometimes took whisky as part pay for their
services, In the autumn of 1816, when Abraham was
seven years old. old Tom Lincoln bartered his Ken
tucky farm for about fout hundred gallons of corn
whisky ., and moved his family into the gloom and
solitude of the wild and desolate forests of Indiana.
Their nearest neighbor was a bear-hunter, and all
about them the trees and brush and grape-vines and
undergrowth were so thick that a man had to cut
and hack his way® through it. This was the spot,
“Rite in the Brush.” as Dennis Hanks:* described it,
where Abraham Lincoln was to spend the next four-
teen years of his life.

The first snow of winter was already falling when
the family arrived: and Tom Lincoln hastily built
what was then known as "a three-faced camp.” Today
it would be called a shed. It had no floor, no door,
no windows—nothing but three sides and a roof of
poles and brush. The fourth side was entirely open
to wind and snow and sleet and cold. Nowadays an
up-to-date farmer in Indiana wouldn’t winters his
cattle or hogs in such a crude shelter, but Tom Lin-
coln felt it was good enough for himself and his
family all during the long winter of 1816—17, one of
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the severest and most violent winters in our history.

Nancy Hanks and her children slept there rhat
winter like dogs, curled up' on a heap ol leaves aud
bearskins dumped on the dirt floor im a coruer of
the shed,

As for food, they had no butter, no milk, no eggs,
no fruit, no vegetables, not even potatoes. They lived
chiefly on wild game® and nuts,

Tom Lincoln tried to raise hogs, but the bears were
so hungry that they seized the hogs and ate them alive,

For years, there in Indiana, Abrakam Lincoln
endured more terrible poverty tham did thousands of
the slaves whom he would one day liberate.

Dentists were almost unknown in that region, and
the nearest doctor was thirty-five miles away:. so
when Nancy Lincoln had a toothache, probably old
Tom Lincoln did what the other pioneers did: he
whittled out a hickory peg, sel the end of it against
the complaining molar®, and hit the peg a hard blow
with a rock,

From the earliest times in the Middle West* the
pioneers suffered from a mysterious malady known as
the “milk sick.” It was fatal to cattle, sheep, and
horses, and SOmeti@es carried ofi® entire communities
of people. No one knew what caused it, and for a
hundred years it bdaffled the medical profession®. [t
was not until the l;égﬁ.nniﬂg of the present century

that science showed that the pbisoaing was- due to
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animals eating a plant known as white snakeroot.
Thé"kpoison was transmitted to humans through the
milk of cows. White snakeroot!' thrives in wooded
pastures anj deeply shaded ravines, and to this day*
it continues to take its toll of human life’. Every
year the Department of Agriculture* of the State of
Ilinois posts® placards in the county courthouses,
warning farmers that if they do not eradicate this
plant, they may die.

In the autumn of 1818 this dreadful scourge came
to the Buckhorn Valley of Indiana, wiping out many
families. Nancy Lincoln helped nurse® the wife of
Peter Brooner. the bearhunter. whose cabin was only
half a mile away. Mrs. Brooner died. and Nancy
herself suddenly felt ill. Her head swam’, and sharp
pains shot through her abdomen. Vomiting severely;
she was carried home to her wretched pallet of leaves
and skins, Her hands and feet were cold, but her
vitals® seemed to be on fire. She kept calling for
water. Water. Water., More water. ‘

Tom Lincoln had a profound faith in signs and
omens: so, on the secbnd night of her illness, when a
dog howled long and piteously outside the cabin, he
abandoned all hop‘e and said she was going to die.

Finally Nancy was unable even to raise her head
from the pillow. and she could not talk above a
whisper. Beckoning Abraham and his sister to her,
she tried to speak. They bent over to catch her words;
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