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Foreword ., .

The cave temples of Ajanta are a treasure house of classical Indian art. Not only do
they provide us detailed historical records of life and society from the second century BC
onwards, but the delicate frescoes that are the centerpiece of cave art have been the
subject of great admiration in India and around the world. The frescoes of Ajanta find
their closest echo in China in the brilliant cave art of Dunhuang. As in the case of Dun-
huang, the frescoes of Ajanta deal with themes that are based on mythology and reli-
gion. In this context, Ajanta is one of the hallmarks of Indian art and is rightly listed
among the world heritage sites of UNESCO.

Mr. Mao Xiaoyu is no stranger to India. He has already produced a book entitled,
India Sculpture based on the richly carved exteriors of Indian temples and on the icon-
ic art of ancient, medieval and modern India. Mr. Mao studied in India in the Univer-
sity of Pune, during 1996 —1997. This book and the previous one have been produced
as a result of his personal initiative and is reflective of his abiding personal interest in
India. His photography, done entirely during his travels in India, reveals an eye for
detail, a sense of perspective and, above all , a feeling for the subject.

While congratulating Mr. Mao for this second volume, I would also like to record
my appreciation to the Jiangxi Art Publishing Company for their interest and support to

producing illustrated books of Indian art in China. We look forward to many more such

N et a,

The Ambassador of India in the
People’s Republic of China

efforts in the future.
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