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Abstract

“Being wallow in money, visiting Yangzhou on the crane.” From of old, Yangzhou has always
been the place where many intellectuals and poets yearn towards. Since Han, Tang, Ming and Qing
dynasties, it for a long time had even been the hinge of water carriage in Changjiang River and Huai
River, the concentration and distribution camps, the prosperous commercial metropolitan and famous
cultural city. In the Qing dynasty, due to the salt business, Yangzhou’s economy reached its summit
stage. The merchants went in for large scale construction. “The newly-built artificial hills were
established as enclosing walls and everyone resided in the city full of green trees and grass. The canals
were built up and everywhere witnessed the mist-covered water and pavilions.” The tour to the South by
Emperor Qian brought about the reputation of Yangzhou gardens superior to that of Suzhou while the
prosperity of its economy enhanced the establishment in large scale of the guild halls and temples. The
merchant from Hui districts brought with them the architects who merged the Huizhou’s architectural
style into that of Yangzhou. Sending a party to escort the emperor in the ancienttime made it possible
for Yangzhou to introduce the Capital’s architectural style. In addition, located in the center of the
South and the North, it intermingled the Northern official features with the Southern folk ones to weave
its own architectural features. Qian Yong in Qing dynasty commented: “ Yangzhou ranked the first in
the technics of house building.” During the Qian Long phase, Li Dou cited the words from Liu
Daguan: “ Hangzhou is reputed for its lakes and hills, Suzhou for its city while Yangzhou for its
gardens and pavilions. They compared beauty with each other to form the tripod standing on the three
legs.  They came out even.”Hundreds of thousand years later, those traditional architectures
characterized with the history and culture of Yangzhou become rare.

This book aims to study the traditional archife cture carving by means of the research on art.
Based on the survey of the fields for eight years and photos taken by thousands on ancient architectures
and details of Yangzhou, hundreds of photos are selected in the successful compilation of this book.
The book begins with contents followed by general introduction of 20,000 words with Chinese and
English versions. This book is classified as six categories: the academy of the classical learning in

ﬁguild halls, the Huge Dwelling of the Wealth, the Gardens In the Town and the Outskirts, Ancestral
Temple, Signpost Buildings and Public and Private collections. Illustrations are displayed with detailed
appreciative words. In the general introduction, the author expounds the art features of the traditional
buildings and the tradifimecl buildings in Yangzhou and the architectural style of the carving arts of
Yangzhou. The book expounds the characteristics of the folk art of the traditional carving in Yangzhou,
summarizes the experience of the craftsman and analysizes the era causes of the evolution and
development of the traditional brick-carving arts. The significance in art, academy, history is of the
equal importance. The references are overall and accurate. The decoration and carving in the details
and placement of the whole building are stressed on so that the author can explore the seneral picture
of the traditional gardens and dwellings in Yangzhou. The readers can be cultivated by the appreciation
of aesthetics.  The readers majored in architecture can draw experiences from the design and
construction art. The art, culture and historic scholars can comprehend the origin and development of

the Yangzhou’s culture.
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