enophobe's
guide to the

M E

EIPN
ENGLISH




The
Xenophobe’s Guide to

The English
%= B A

RAEREHR %
(Antony Miall)

Bk #

D SR T S -
Foreign Languages Press



MRS B (CIP) M5

¥E A B RAE)ERR (Miall, A, )E; B/MNEF.
~—— b5 Sh iR, 2001.1

ISBN 7-119-02756-5

I.%- 1.Q0%--Q%- - . %iE-XHEY-#K, L
IV .H319.4

o [ R B 454 CIP #8872 (2000) 4 77986 &

S H R P
http: //www_flp.com.cn

ﬁiﬁiﬁﬁ*ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁ
info@flp.com.cn

sales@flp.com.cn

FENSFERIZEF: 01-2000-1656
‘FHEH=ZBRPBE(FEERARAUBE (EEAAL) HE
©1999 Joint Publishing (H.K.) Co. Lud.

S A S R R E A E R

EEA

f£ & REB-BJERK

w® X WG

REMR B

NE@it Eex

HERST SRy

ARETEHFEXE 245 RSB 100037
(010) 68996075 (Si%k#B)

(010) 68329514/68327211 (¥~ B55%)

JEFMOIREEDR)

WEBE N XHBE

36 FF F B 100FF
00001—10000 %} B % 5.25

200142 B4 1 R 1 XD
¥

ISBN 7-119-02756-5/Z-603(51)
# 8.00C

VBN

MR HET
BRERHED M

H
xR
o



Contents

Nationalism and Ydentity (REEEERIREE) -ooooveeeer 2
Character (ZEHE) -«oooveremerrmmmernniineniens 16
Attitudes and Values (GEEERIMETR)  -oovereeeeees %
Behaviour (FTH) cccerevecrromrmaoneiininaininn.. 48
Manners and Etiquette (RLAATHIAE)  ccoooeveneneens 60
Sense of Humour (BBRIR) --c-veverrernnnniinnnni. 68
Obsessions (JEIF) --c-cveerrrermreemmienrneiiiinnin. 72
Leisure and Pleasure (PKFHFIBLER)  w-veoevereeeorees 84
Eating and Drinking (BRECAL)  eeeereeeeereens 98
Health and Hygiene (SRS P4z)  coooveeeneeeess 106
Custom and Tradition (S BHUEGE)  »oeeveeneeres 112
Culture (SCAE)  cooeermrrmmrnmeniininienicnaees 122
Systems (BIE)  -oerereeeeseressemseneisinesensienseanas 130
Crime and Punishment (B 55]) ----oeeevrereeeenennt 136
Government and Bureancracy (BURFFIEH#) - 140
Business ('lﬁ‘![k) .......................................... 146
Conversation and Gestures (FRRFH)  oooeeeee 152

,ﬂ; gfgﬁ. ................................................... 162



‘The English have a natural distrust of the unfamiliar and
nowhere is this more clearly seen than in their attitude to the
geography of their own country.’

The English population is 48 million (compared with 5 million
Scots, 15 million Dutch, 39 million Spanish, 58 million
French, 81 million Germans and 268 million Americans).



Nationalism and Identity

Forewarned

Xenophobia®, although a Greek word, has its spiri-
tual home in the English dictionary where it is drily
defined as an ‘abstract’ noun.

This is misleading. It is, in fact, a very ‘common’
noun — an everyday sort of noun really, with nothing
abstract about it at all. For xenophobia is the English
national sport — England’s most enduring cultural ex-
pression. And there is a very good reason for that.

As far as the English are concerned, all of life’s
greatest problems can be summed up in one word -
foreigners. '

Nine hundred years ago the last invasion of England
was perpetrated by the Normans. They settled, tried
to integrate themselves with the indigenous population
and failed.

The indigenous population then, as now, displayed
an utter contempt for them not merely because they
had conquered but more importantly because they had
come from abroad.

Even today descendants of those Normans who
think to impress with a throw-away remark about

@ Actually the English prefer ‘xenolipi’ (pity for foreigners) but both
words, being foreign in origin, are of limited pertinence in any case.
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their families having “come over with the Conqueror”
find themselves on the receiving end of the sort of
English frost normally reserved for someone who has
broken wind in a lift between floors.

The real English deal with them as they dealt with
the Romans, the Phoenicians, the Celts, Jutes, Sax-
ons and, more recently, every other nation on earth
(especially the French) - with polite but firm dis-
dain.

The whole thing is rather like cricket, the arche-
typal English game. It lasts all your life and it is
apparently more important to play than to win — a
sentiment which is more reminiscent of Confucius
than Carruthers.

That is what you are up against. It is useless to
imagine that you can succeed where so many have
failed. But since it is the proudest English boast that
they cannot begin to understand foreigners, it would
be gratifying to steal a march on them by beginning to
understand them .

How They See Others

English views on foreigners are very simple. The fur-
ther one travels from the capital in any direction, the
more outlandish the people become.

When it comes to their neighbours in the British
Isles, the English are in absolutely no doubt as to their
own innate superiority. This they see as no petty
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prejudice but rather as a scientific observation. The
Irish are perceived as being wildly eccentric at best,
completely mad at worst. The Welsh are dishonest
and the Scots are dour and mean.

However, the Irish, Welsh and Scots should take
heart. For most English they are not quite as ap-
palling as their cousins across the Channel. They
should also remember that °foreign-ness’ for the
English starts to a certain extent at the end of their
own street.

The French and the English have been sparring
partners for so long that the English have developed a
kind of love-hate relationship with them. The English
love France. They love its food and wine and thor-
oughly approve of its climate. There is a subconscious
historical belief that the French have no right to be
living in France at all, to the extent that thousands of
Englishmen try annually to turn the more attractive
areas of France into little corners of Surrey.

As to the French people, they are perceived as
insincere, unhygienic and given to sexual excess.

With the Germans the English are less equivocal.
Germans are megalomaniac, easily-led bullies who
have not even the saving grace of culinary skill.

Conveniently forgetting the fact that their own
Royal family is of German descent, the English make
no pretence at liking the Germans. Confronted with
one, they will constantly be reminding themselves
‘not to mention the War’ whilst secretly wondering
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whether he or she is old enough to have fought in it.

For the rest of Europe, as far as the English are
concerned, the Italians are hysterical and dishonest;
the Spanish, lazy; the Russians, gloomy; and the
Scandinavians, Dutch, Belgians and Swiss, dull. Fur-
ther afield English odium is no less concentrated.
Americans and Australians are vulgar, Canadians are
boring, and all oriental peoples inscrutable and
dangerous.

You will only find this out, of course, by listening
at keyholes, for to your face they will always be
charming. They appear to be tolerant to a fault. In
actuality, they only value foreigners for their backs ~
which they can use for talking behind.

Special Relationships

The English have a natural distrust of the unfamiliar
and nowhere is this more clearly seen than in their
attitude to the geography of their own country.

Since time immemorial there has been a North-
South divide in England. To the Southerner, civiliza-
tion ends somewhere around Potters Bar (just north of
London). Beyond that point, he believes, the inhab-
itants are all ruddier in complexion, more hirsute and
blunt to the point of rudeness. These traits he gener-
ously puts down to the cooler climate.

In the North they frighten their children to sleep
with tales of the deviousness of the inhabitants ‘down
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South.’ They point to their softness, their mucked-
about food and their airy-fairiness on all matters of
real importance. Nevertheless, any English man or
woman, no matter how soft or hairy, is entitled to
special treatment as, to a lesser extent, are the inhab-
itants of those countries which represent the English
conscience — once the Empire, now the shrinking
Commonwealth.

How Others See Them

To outsiders the English are intellectually impene-
trable. They express little emotion. They are not so
much slow as stationary to anger and the pleasures of
life seem to pass them by as they revel in discomfort
and self-denial.

Their culinary appreciation is incomprehensible to
most, but especially the French, and in their hesita-
tion to be direct or state a view, they are rarely un-
derstood.

With an unparalleled sense of historical continuity,
they appear to carry on in their own sweet way largely
unmoved by developments in the world around them.
The unlikely effect of all this is that outsiders have a
kind of grudging respect for them. This is partly
because they amuse, and partly because they are
consistent.

Fascinatingly ghastly they may be, but you know
just where you are with them.

10
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How They See Themselves

The English don’t just believe themselves superior to
all other nations. They also believe that all other
nations secretly know that they are.

They feel themselves to be natural leaders, the most
obvious choice for ‘top nation’. Geography rein-
forces this belief as the inhabitants look out to the
sea all around them from the fastness of their ‘tight
little island’. Nobody would ever question the aptness
of the newspaper report: ‘Fog in the Channel -
Continent cut off.”

With their wealth of experience of ‘running the
show’, as they see it, they are also deeply aware of
their responsibilities to others. These they take very
seriously, which means that throughout life they act
rather like head boys or head girls in school. They see
it as their solemn duty to protect the weak, strengthen
the faint-hearted and shame bullies into submission.
These are their roles in life and they fulfil them, by
and large, to their entire satisfaction.

How They Would Like to be Seen

Although it is impossible for the English to appear to
care what others think of them, deep down they
would like to be loved and appreciated for what they
see as the sterling qualities they possess. These quali-
ties, which they bring selflessly to the world forum,

12
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