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FOREWORD

- "The Treasure of Japanese Art Objects” is finally open at the Shanghai Museum in the spring of 2001.
This is the first time in China that we have a Japanese art exhibition at government level with such a high
quality and on such a large scale. Organizing this exhibition at the turning of the centuries definitely has far-
reaching significance.

The friendship between Japanese and Chinese people goes back to ancient times. Ancient Chinese
culture, especially of the Tang dynasty, greatly influenced Japanese culture. Many exhibits on display, such
as metalwork, Buddhist sculptures, paintings and calligraphy works, fully reflect the long-lasting cultural
exchange between China and Japan. Among these masterpieces, the well-known calligraphy work written
by priest Ennin, "List Enumerating Buddhist Scriptures and Implements Brought Back from China', is a
brilliant stroke in the history of Sino-Japanese cultural relations.

However, most of the exhibits on display here convey a unique essence of Japanese culture, aesthetic
appreciation and folk custom. These gems, includiﬁg Jomon pottery, which indicates an embryonic stage of
Japanese ideology, elegantly carved wooden Buddhist figures, delicate but simple lacquer wares in maki-e
skill, Edo screen paintings depicting the local sacrifice activities and many others as well, are absolutely
fascinating and strongly appealing. I am sure this exhibition will be a great help for Chinese people in
understanding ancient Japanese culture and will promote the cultural exchange and cooperation between
China and Japan. At the same time, it also positively contributes to the friendship between the two nations.

In conclusion, I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to all the sponsors and Chinese and Japanese

colleagues who have contributed their tremendous efforts for this exhibition.

Chen Xiejun
Director

Shanghai Museum
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Each year the Agency for Cultural Affairs holds an overseas exhibition of representative cultural prop-
erties of Japan in order to deepen an understanding of Japanese history and culture among the people in
those countries and to contribute to the promotion of international cultural exchange.

Especially in Asia, the Agency has been holding a series of "Asian Friendship Exhibition of Japanese
Classic Art" annually since 1996 in an effort to promote greater mutual understanding with other Asian
nations. The present exhibition, "The Treasure of Japanese Art Objects”, will be held at the Shanghai Mu-
seum as a part of that series.

From ancient times, China has created outstanding culture, which has provided much influence on its
neighboring nations. Japan, also, has accepted the culture of China in the process of its continuous inter-
change in various ways throughout the long history of friendship of our two nations. At the same time,
Japan has sought to create its own culture and has nurtured many fine art works in diverse forms.

"The Treasure of Japanese Art Objects” presents 101 objects that are representative of Japanese art,
including archaeological objects like Jomon-style earthenware having characteristically Japanese forms
and decorative patterns, delicate and graceful paintings, sculpture, craft work and calligraphy. We sincerely
hope that visitors to the exhibition will take this opportunity to appreciate the special qualities of beauty
found in Japanese culture and deepen more interest in Japan.

Finally, we hope that this exhibition will contribute further to the promotion of friendship and mutual
understanding between the people of Japan and China. We also wish to express our gratitude to the owners
of the works of art and to all the people concerned in both countries who have made great efforts toward the

opening of this exhibition.

Masamine Sasaki
Commissioner

Agency for Cultural Affairs
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Each year the Agency for Cultural Affairs holds an overseas exhibition of representative cultural prop-
erties of Japan in order to deepen an understanding of Japanese history and culture among the people in
those countries and to contribute to the promotion of international cultural exchange.

Especially in Asia, the Agency has been holding a series of "Asian Friendship Exhibition of Japanese
Classic Art" annually since 1996 in an effort to promote greater mutual understanding with other Asian
nations. The present exhibition, "The Treasure of Japanese Art Objects", will be held at the Shanghai Mu-
seum as a part of that series.
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neighboring nations. Japan, also, has accepted the culture of China in the process of its continuous inter-
change in various ways throughout the long history of friendship of our two nations. At the same time,
Japan has sought to create its own culture and has nurtured many fine art works in diverse forms.

"The Treasure of Japanese Art Objects' presents 101 objects that are representative of Japanese art,
including archacological objects like Jomon-style earthenware having characteristically Japanese forms
and decorative patterns, delicate and graceful paintings, sculpture, craft work and calligraphy. We sincerely
hope that visitors to the exhibition will take this opportunity to appreciate the special qualities of beauty
found in Japanese culture and deepen more interest in Japan.

Finally, we hope that this exhibition will contribute further to the promotion of friendship and mutual
understanding between the people of Japan and China. We also wish to express our gratitude to the owners
of the works of art and to all the people concerned in both countries who have made great efforts toward the
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