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Mural art has a long history and fine tradition in
China. It forms an important part of Chinese national
painting. Murals appeared mostly in open halls, palaces,
mansion houses, and in tombs during ancient times.
Following the spread of Buddhism to China and the
development of Taoism in the country, murals as a form
of religious propaganda radually prospered in Buddhist
temples and Taoist monasteries. The Tang Dynasty is the
pinnacle of glory in the process of the development of this
art, which witnessed a decline after the Yuan Dynasty.

Apart from those in cave temples, lots of valuable
ancient murals of the Tang, Five Dynasties, Song, Liao.
Jin, Yuan, Ming and Qing periods have been found
among temples and monasteries. They possess rather high
historic and artistic value. A set of such murais 18 now
being published for the appreciation and study of workers
and lovers of historic relics and art. They are divided into
different periods, beginning from the Tang Dynasty.
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Panoramic view of the western wall with paintings on buddhist legends
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Scene of a Chinese wine shop
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Buddhist procession
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Officials assembled for audience with the buddha
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Prince Xi Da throwing elephant to the sky







T #E8E (KT430 9 fRIERME (BEL)

Shooting iron drum in high heaven from back of prince’s body Birth of Sakyamuni
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Burning incense
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Prince leaving palace

1 HiTE (FEAD

Finding the missing prince







