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Preface

Comrade Zhou Guo - fu’s doctor dissertation “A Comprehensive
study on the regional discrepancies in China’s economic development” is
to be published soon. As one of the supervisors for the paper, I am very
glad to introduce it to the general readers in this country.

Comrade Guo - fu comes from a peasant’s family in a mountain
village in Hunan province, China.He was determined to vitalize China
through his effort even when he was a high school student in his teenage,
and he has become a doctor degree holder in economic science.He has
been engaged in academic studies in the past ten more years though he
has been living in a metropolitan all this time.He carries on quite a few
good qualities of the Chinese peasantry, for example, sincerity,
simplicity and never being tired of doing things.He also bears the true
tradition of the Chinese intellectuals, that is, never being tired of
seeking truth. Thanks to all this, he has laid down a solid foundation both
in economics and statistics, several of his books are now in circulation,

and this one is to be added to them.
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It is well known that the issue of regional discrepancies in China’s
economic development has long been a focus of both the academic circle
and the government.lt is important for China to maintain her social
stability and national security in terms of making a serious analysis of the
discrepancies, predicting their trend, and working out suitable policies
in a reasonable way.Zhou Guo — fu took up this important issue as his
doctor thesis a few years ago and it just happened that the Chinese central
government put forward the grand policy of developing the west when Zhou
finished writing his paper.His work has obtained great practical meanings
herewith. Since the issue has attracted many research people’s attention,
it is by no means easy to offer a more advanced analysis of the topic. But,
1 am happy to say that Zhou’s paper deserves your attention. In fact, all
the supervisors gave him a big yes when the paper was read to the group
of academic judges.

Zhou has read a lot of reference papers and books in the writing of
this dissertation. He has digested all the materials he could find, not only
has he made comprehensive studies, but he has also made comments,
notes and explanations of the related materials.He did all this in a
systematic way through the whole writing process, which offered the
writer with a chance to see how these reference papers, hooks, etc,
were used in a creative writing.

Zhou studies in the first chapter a few popular academic views and
offers his own as about how to evaluate and measure China’s economic
imbalance. He chooses what he believes more reasonable statistics to

tackle the problem.In chapter two, Zhou presents a panorama of the
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history of the imbalanced economic development in China’s different
parts, and in chapter three, he analyzes both the shaping and developing
of our country’s regional differences.Several interesting conclusions are
made then, and they are very helpful in evaluating the economic gains
and loses with reference to the policies adopted since 1949.

Taking into consideration of western countries’ experience, he
predicts the future movement of China’s regional discrepancies, and then
makes a few more meaningful conclusions.For example, he points out
that the factors which contributed much to China’s present regional
discrepancies will continue to exercise their influence, and the
government role , the automatic market machenism, and the potential
advantages of the less developed areas will also deserve close
attention. Finally, he shows that the discrepancy among the eastern and
mid — western areas might become larger in the near future.

Zhou makes a theoretical analysis of the issue in chapter five and
addresses the concept of coordinate economic development. The point is,
China should speed up the economic development of her vast mid -
western areas with no single negative impact upon the eastem economic
growth, Finally, Zhou makes nine suggestions in chapter six for solving
the problem. While his “To speed up the economic development of the
mid — western areas” is geographically light different from the grand
policy of developing the west, the underlying ideas are basically the
same. And Zhou’s suggestions are also practical. The publication of this
book will help us understand the strategic meaning of developing the west.

As an academic work, this book also leaves room for
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improvement. As it is rightly addressed by the author, the formation of
China’s regional discrepancy is a long process and it is by no means a
short — term shoot to solve the problem. We must exercise our ceaseless
efforts. One or two paper/book cannot be expected to cure all.We hope
comrade Zhou Guo - fu to tackle more difficult problems in the fulfilment
of the grand policy of developing the west, so as to contribute new effort

for a sustainable development of our national economy.

Professor Xiao Hong — ye
July, 2000
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