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Helen Stoner hears her sister’s screams
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Holmes beats wildly with his stick at the speckled band
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Holmes and Watson at home at Baker Street
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Introduction

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Conan Doyle, born in 1859, was a doctor of medicine. He
had a very keen mind, rather like that of his most famous
character, -Sherlock Holmes. Doyle’s first story about
Holmes, A Study in Scarlet, appeared in a magazine in 1887.

After 1890, Conan Doyle stopped practising medicine
and became a full-time writer. More and more Sherlock
Holmes stories appeared in magazines and were collected
in books like The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894).
Sherlock Holmes was also the subject of four full-length
novels. The best-known of these is probably The Hound of
the Baskervilles (1902), which has been made into films and
television stories several times.

Perhaps the character, Sherlock Holmes, developed
over the years, but from the beginning the detective had
unusual powers of reasoning and deduction. There are
examples in this book. In The Speckled Band Holmes
deduces that danger will come through a ventilator and
down a bell rope. In The Five Orange Pips he deduces that
the murderers are on a sailing ship, and he finds the actual
ship by reasoning from sailing dates. In The Crown of
Diamonds, Holmes’s powers of deduction lead him to the
man who has the missing diamonds, and to an under-
standing of the behaviour of the innocent son.

Holmes's friend, Doctor Watson, is not a fool (though
some films have made him seem foolish), but he is an
ordinary man without Holmes’s special powers of mind.
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Introduction

He is a brave man, and is often able to help the detective in
moments of danger. We find ourselves seeing the action
through Watson’s eyes, and indeed in very many of
Holmes’s cases - two in this book — Watson tells the story,
and so we receive the explanations that Watson himself
needs.

In a number of his cases — but not in the three stories in
this book -~ Holmes's great enemy was the master criminal
Moariarty. When Conan Doyle decided that he had written
enough Sherlock Holmes stories, he wrote one in which, in
finally defeating the evil Moriarty, the great detective lost
his own life. There was a public outcry. Doyle’s readers
were guite angry, and he had to write a story in which
Holmes appeared again. He hadn’t died after alll

When Conan Doyle tried to kill Sherlock Holmes, it was
because he wanted to spend his time on his more “serious”
writing. This included some historical novels, for example,
The White Company (1890), Rodney Stone (1896}, and Sir
Nigel (1906).

But it is for Sherlock Holmes that Conan Doyle is
remembered, and not for his historical novels or his works
arising from his belief in spiritualism (messages to living
people from dead people).

Modern detective stories usually deal with murder.
Although there are murders in two of the stories in this
book, Sherlock Holmes'’s cases do not necessarily include
murder. In some cases there is not even a crime, because
Sherlock Holmes has prevented the crime.

Many modern writers seem to consider that the most
important thing about a detective story is a detective.
Conan Doyle knew that much greater importance must be
given to the story, and that the reader must feel that he or
she is present as the story unfolds.

vi



FEIREVE ST - R BHAMA, H T A SOSAEX
B t—g2Zh . FRH A CREEENRIEE R M E
EARIR R, I BRI Z R E P A5k
HRA —— WS REAEEPRE, IIARNEEMER
4 BCHRENRRE .

TEAG /R BE R 1 22 44 REARBE A RE
— B RIER S FREE L o MARiE R R E Ak
BLEBOR 7« R/REM AR, LB TIXEE— S B
MIEE, X MERITRBEEATRIUT BENE BT F,
RIFHEET A WER - INERTIET AN, #
REEEMBEART - TRMABANE 7TNUE, FB/RES
EXMREBENHIT, ML FTERB A

o B B /R I P 4 ROBK 5 5T« AR/R BRI A i, R D tAe
BT RN S L o e E e BN, i
n<E AR ER) (1890). <FEJE « H7iE) (1896) AR (=
/KRB (1906) o

HE, FMiE/RESCEAHANRE, BRHTFHIER &
IR BRI, T AR B T4 00 07 5B /M el A AR A XA H
o MR EHEA, WRIEE AT LIATE AGEER -

ERIUR S E A Y RERR . BARBHHRNEE
BHMABR, HEET - BRESHHERDIFA—E LI E
FEALRTBEEHEMRMRA, BRBIER  BREL
Bk rRSE .

TFZIERER YT IA N PIR RS R R E R ME A
N o MR MEIRS, B Y EERREEY, Y HYR
F R, 32 R B At B A A B

vii



Introduction

The three stories

The Speckled Band, The Five Orange Pips and The Crown of
Diamonds were all written at about the same time, between
1890 and 1905. We can learn from them about the way of .
life in England at that time.

People travelled by steamships and steam trains, and
steamships are important in the story of The Five Orange
Pips. There was a good service of steam trains to such
places as Horsham and Streatham, mentioned in these
stories. The underground railways of London began with
steam trains in 1863; the electric trains of the “Twopenny
tube” {two pence to any station) ran in tunnels from 1900,
but one doesn’t read much about them in Conan Doyle’s
stories. The telephone was invented in 1876, but tele-
phones were not common; Holmes uses the very good
postal and telegraph services. The bell rope in The
Speckied Band ought to have worked a set of wires passing
over pulley wheels to ring a bell in the kitchen mechani-
cally, but it was false. The lamps in that story are oi! lamps.
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