\ndl | @/ \ gy g? Y ? v \ulfa/ g
* ? The Scholarship
UDEN Book Where
Grades Don't

(*OR LOWER) Matter

FAMBIETE CLUIAIADCHID E

nUJE"”%
-

_Mo_re T_h_an .

SCHOLARSHIP &
GRANT SOURCES

Identify the icons to
find the SCHOLARSHIPS
best suited to YOU!




_JiES:

Student Services,L,L.C. e

SOURCEBOOKS,INC. 24
TRERHZENELIRAT LM




ZFENARBIES @ :02-2002-3

EBERRE (CIP)MiF

el B R EIEFE = The B Student's {or lower ) Complete Scholarship Book /2 [B Student Services, L. L. C. # % | —B)
R — R RTRRHE BRI 41,2002, 2

(REEIRR 3 ] ACE R M5

[SBN 7-5433-1438-X

-/ 0.5, I OEEESE—#0—EF-8Y ONh—%¢e—@ar— RE—%L N .Ge3.7e2

h R A B 1558 CIP Bl 7 (2002) 5 001355 &

Copyright © 2002
English Reprint rights arranged with SOURCEBOOKS, INC. through Big Apple Tuttle-Mori Agency, Ine.

All rights reserved.

B4 . Sourcebooks, ne.

W AR KHELH NS E)

HORE A IS

B b RETEATE AR 24e 5

HA BT SR - 300192

B i5:022-87893561

& H:022-87892476

E - mail: tstthef@ public. tpt. 1. en

B Rl KM R B e S AR

® 1. oEHFEEN

RE#323 880 < 1230 16 F4 19 Bk
200242 HE TR 2002 4F 2 BE L BEDRY
EHr:38.00 7T

o SLIEP R M, T o R AR 4R




SR A g A R A D I B o HRLEE 9 TR UG 2235 BN A ifi4e
M. AT 2000 BT BRI R EEAER L ES A0 K
F Al FE I BB A2 S LA L R B AR R 5 DR R Y AT 1R
Pz 4 FIVERN & 0] (LA 1T AE &, PUESRAEAIET i e e H AL — O
WA . A — K R RS R B A, R, B X R
B Ak 13 L RRBEA BOHRE R k. ABFIH 89 55— ST B L 2 S S AR ATy
EERLTCICHY, Lk R, AR L — BT R B BEAL , #R AT LAIBL A AT 9
Bl 4z
Sy T HUS X AR BT T A AR BT E G, OGRS SRR A0
B A REF ENHEE, ok BT AR BN S EE AT IR LA A F H , o]
R B AT B WAL RN IR PR, SE 1 BT R R
RO, — BB RIR A 1) el | HEFR B AR BAUKE A A ORM
DAPEGE . Hoft i — SR AYE B — B 1% QN R — IOl LR X 32 B A R
. EER B S B ARG RTTRIR  PLE | ST RIAME | PR
W PER) FREE | SEE TRAEHL A AR IR (A BT B R B R ML K- KT
sk =2 KPUSEAE Bk Ik R LS BN B
s A B READ Al 0 BLPE S —TOUEESR, (A R Y ANIT A BR & Y7
= A .
FoAE R AN AN T SR AR AR A HY -
- B Sk & RERFEAE LD
- BYEGRNS NS DB, BaR A 5E AR E AR ] T AR RIS
- BhoEbE R ER2E S AR AFEA R,
oKy T REASE P b A 8 bk B0 B E A URBVVEBISR IR, A TR PR AR
Hik:
C BEREE 3 KRG Tl FARER S| RS BREOR R Y| BT % PR
5l
CERMREG. EWMRERI NI O MEERARILREEBET L
(45 BF TR . EAR A B2 HRFE R RPUET) . T 6
FREETE 3 4r I1C 2 6 FASBRA0 B BOR (R BRIEA L BRIK L BN
SRR ) .
Py AR L AR, SRR TR (LB AL 0 SRSl ARSI N IR IS
2 R 25375 BT B R R B4 L 236 B A0 AN, A R R A L R A
I BATER AR b2l AR B A A B [ R 36 B 2 i (o] R R AR 11730
e FAE AR, BRI, (6 B R 0X 53 o P SRR BR T EA A
BL A2 b i LA A S T 7 4 R L AT B R H S R AR R R A TR
¢The B Student’ s (Or Lower) Complete Scholarship Book? (#2EDIR ) S 45 3 FH IR
WA A SO EN AR AY . B B A BT SE, TR R o, TR, AT IR
Fook E g B R R W iR a R LS
EENS - WRE. PEE ERNE XFEREWSE,



afgh.

§ Read This First

Congratulations! You hold in your hands the most
thoroughly researched publication ever produced on
the subject of non-government, college financial aid
for.students with ‘average’ grades. College financial
aid from non-government organizations is provided
by philanthropic foundations, corporations, employers,
professional societies and associations, clubs, religious
organizations, and civic service groups.

About half of the non-government financial aid
“opportunities listed in this book are college-specific;
i.e., you would have to artend a particular college to
reccive the award. The other half of the opportunities
listed in this book are independent of any specific col-
lege; i.e., you could receive the financial aid no matter
what accredited college you attended.

Eligibility Requirements

To win college scholarships from mest private denors,
the key is to have a particular skill or interest, rather
than financial need. Most private aid is as available to
millionaires as it is to paupers.

Eligibility requirements for private aid are often based
on one or more of the following criteria:

college major and career objectives;

hobbies:

gender;

athletic ability;

handicaps;

financial need;

academic performance;

marital starus;

parental activities;

participation in the military;

race and heritage;

religious affiliation;

the city, state, or county in which you are a resident;
upcoming school year (freshman, sophomore,
junior, senior, graduate, doctorate, post-doctorate);
> work experience.

YYYYYYYYYYYYYY

Though academic excellence is a requirement for
some scholarships, high grades are not required for
thousands of other awards. The thickness of the book
you now hold in your hands proves that excellent
opportunities are available to students with GPAs
lower than 3.1.

Types of Assistance

Financial aid for college is offered in three basic
forms:

> grants and scholarships;

> fellowships and internships;

> Joans designed especially for students (and parents
of students).

Grants and scholarships, sometimes referred to as gift
assistance, do not have to be repaid.

Fellowships and internships are monetary awards paid
to the student in return for research or work per-
formed according to the guidelines set forth by the
sponsor of the award. These are usually awarded to a
student so that he or she may gain experience in a
particular field of interest.

Student loans, and loans for parents of students, must
be repaid. Generally, these loans feature favorable
rates of interest and/or deferred payment oprions.

How to Receive Applications for College
Financial Aid from Private Donors

To save time and effort, we suggest that you use a
standard form letter when requesting applications and
additional information from private donors. Here is a
standard form letter thar works well:

Date

<Contact Name ar Donor Organization>
<Name of Donor Organization>
<Denor’s Street Address>

<Donor’s City, State Zip>
.Dear Sir or Madam:

Please forward an application and any additional
information concerning your financial aid pro-
gram for post-secondary education.

Sincerely,

<Your Name>
<Your Address>
<Your City, State Zip>

Be sure to enclose a self-addressed, stamped envelope
with your letzer.
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", How to Use This Book

This book lists over two thousand different sources of
college financial aid from privare organizations. Many
of the scholarships and awards are available to any-
one, requiring you to merely fill our an application
form or perhaps submit a short essay.

Other donors, however, target their money toward a
specific type of student, often based on your prospec-
tive majors, academnic interests, skills, and personal

background.

To help you quickly and easily find the awards that
are most appropriate to you, The B* Students
Complete Scholarship Book provides you with two ways
to find your most likely donors:

= Extensive indexes at the end of the book, identify-
ing awards available by school, major or career
objective, ethnic background, gender, religion,
marital status, military background of you or your
parents, disability, and intercollegiate athletics.

* An icon system which allows you to scan the ‘
sources quickly.

%The Icon System

The icons in this book will allow you to visually iden-

tify scholarships which may be appropriate for you
based on majors and special criteria.

Majors/Career Objective

College majors have been grouped into nine cate-
gories to guide you to general fields of study. The fol-
lowing list includes the most common majors within
cach category and the icon which will identify them.

g/ Business
Accounting
Advertising/Public Relations
Banking/Finance/Insurance
Business Administration
Economics
Human Resources
Management
Marketing
Sales
Transportation {

e =l

Education

Childhood Development
Early Childhood Education
Education {General)
Education Administration
Elementary Education
Middle-Level Education
Postsecondary Educacion

Engdineering

Acrospace Engineering
Architecrure

Aviation

Civil Engineering/Construction
Computer Science

Engineering (General)

Marerial Science
Surveying/Cartography
Telecommunications

Fine Arts

Art

Filmmaking

Fine Arts (General)
Graphic Design
Music (General)
Pertorming Arts
Photography

Humanities
Broadcasting/Communications
Classical Studies
English/Literature

Fareign Languages

Humanities (General)
Journalism
Library/Information Sciences
Philosophy

Religion

Medicine

Dentiscry

Health Care Management
Medicine/Medical {General)
Nursing

Pharmacy/Pharmacology/Pharmaceurical

Public Health
Therapy (General)

Veterinary Medicine




Science

Agriculture

Animal Science

Biology

Chemistry
Ecology/Environmental Science
Energy-Related Studies
Geology

Land Management/Design
Marine Sciences
Mathemnatics

Meteorology

Physics

Science (General)

/ African-American Studies

@ Social Sciences

Anthropology
Archaeology

Foreign Studies
Geography
Government

History

[nternational Relations
Law

Military Science
Political Science
Psychology

Social Sciences (General}
Sociology

Women's Studics

Vocational
Automotive
Court Reporting
Dara Processing
Food Services
Funeral Services

Hearing/Plumbing/Cooling Industry
Hotel/Motel Management/Administration

Manufacturing

Real Estate

Textiles

Ttavel and Tourism
Vocational (General)

Special Criteria

The following categorics arc the most common criteria
on which scholarship awards are based. Look
for these icons to help find awards for which you

may qualify.

oo Athletics
Almost all scholarships based on athletics are
talent-based. Primarily, these scholarships will
only be appropriate for you if you plan o
compete ar the intercollegiate level or major
in physical education.

_1
D Disability
Many scholarships are available to individuals

wha are challenged with a mental or physical
disability. Awards marked with this icon
include those for the blind, hearing impaired,
learning disabled. and physically challenged.
m addition o several other disabilities.

\ E | Ethnic
\ Ifl Fhis category mcludes scholarships awarded
L[ based on race and heri tage. The most common

Yo are tor African-American. Asian-American,
Hispanic. and Native American students, but
the range of available awards is rruly global
and can ger very specific. Consider vour family
background. and be sure to check wich the
scholarship provider if vou are nor sure
whether vou fit its requirements.

L/ Military
\/ Scholarships marked with this icon mest

\ often require thar either you or one of your

\/ parents serve or served in the armed forces.
Many of these awards are available to veter-
ans or children of vererans of particular mili-
tary actions or branches of the service. Also,
many scholarships are for students whose par-
ents were disabled or killed in military action.
Items marked with this icon may also denote
a major in military science or 3 related field.

B,
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Religion

Religious groups and organizations offer
scholarships to students who are involved in
religious or church-related activities, atrend-
ing or coming from a religious school, or are
interested in professional religious study.

Women

This icon identifies scholarships which are
available to women only. Please note that
many other scholarships are not for women
only, but will often give preference to
women.

Reading the Listinds

Each scholarship listing includes the following
informarion:

* Scholarship name

* Amount of the available award or awards

* Deadline for submission of application materials

* Fields/Majors of intended study

= Further informarion you may need in order to
apply

* The award sponsor’s address to write for application
forms and additional informarion
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4 |dentitving the Icons

Maijor/Career Obiective
- \ELy
\ f
\/
Business Education Endineering Fine Aris Humanities
oW ¥
Medicine Science Social Vocational
Sciences

Special Criteria

Alblelics Disability )] Military

il

Women Religion
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: Powerful Cash-for-College
Tips That Every Student with
- ‘Average Grades’ Should
Know

%TiP 1. Learn All You Can about the College
d Financial Aid Process

It took twelve years for you to learn enough to be
eligible for a college education. With that in mind,
please do not be disconcerted if it takes a few weeks
to learn how to best finance a college education.

For most parencs and students, paying for college is
one of the largest investments they will ever make. Yet
despite the importance, many [ .rents and students
stumble confused through the college financial aid
process. That is unfortunate for *hem, but fortunare
for you, since you can gain a tremerdous advantage
by learning thoroughly abour college financial aid.
Such knowledge can help you to:

> not miss deadlines;
= position yourself to get a better financial aid package.
Good sources of informarion include:

= [larent Page locared on the Interner at
btp:dhwww fastieb.comiparents. html. Parent Page is
an ideal place for parents to meet financial
experts, talk with other parents abour their finan-
cial aid experiences, and learn more on how to
help their children obtain scholarships, fellow-
ships, grants, and loans. (Note: even though
Parent Page is designed for parents, this site is a
tremendous resource for students as well.)

> The Student Guide: Financial Aid from the U.S.
Department of Education';

> the career center or guidance counseling office at
your high schoal;

» the financial aid office at the college(s) ro which
you will apply;

> Dont Miss Out: The Ambitious Student’s Guide to
Financial Aid. .

> financial planners, if they are reputable and spe-
cialize in college financing.

Several sites on the Interner offer information about
college financial aid. However, be discerning, since
the qualiry of the information available varies. Links
to the plethora of financial aid informartion available
' T order this free guide from the Federal Student Aid Informarion

Cener, call 800-4-FED-AID, or access an elecuronic version through the
internet at dpfun ed gor

|

on the Internet can be found by accessing:
hetp:fiwww fastweb.com

e,
‘ TiP 2. Prioritize Your Effort According to
| the Amount of Funding Available
from Each Source of College
Financial Aid
Each year, $40-$50 billion is made available col-
lege students in the form of financial aid.

By far, the greatest source of this funding is the federal
government, which offers awards through grant,
work-study, and loan programs.

The next biggest source of scholars' *ps and loans,
involving several billion dotlars, comes from the col-
leges themselves. Depending on the college, some of
these awards will be financial need-based, while other
awards will be merit-based (non financial-need based}.

Depending on where you live and where you will
attend college, you may also be eligible 1o receive
financial aid from the few billion dollars contribured
by state governments.

To find out more, contact the career center or guidance
counseling office at your high school or the financial
aid office at the college(s) to which you will apply.

Beyond these traditional opportunities for college
financial aid, another important source is philan-
thropic foundations, religious organizations, employers,
clubs, local governments, corporations, and civic ser-
vice organizations who offer millions of dellars in
financial aid through tuition and work-study pro-
grams. In fact, most of the sources of private sector
funding available to average students are listed in

this book.

However, do not rely on the opportunities listed in
tiis book as your only potential sources of financial
aid. It is always wise to pursue several options, includ-
ing government and college-sponsored programs.

il
‘ Tip 3. Submit a Free Application for Federal
| Student Aid (FAFSA), Even if You
Do Not Think You Will Be Eligible
for Federal Financial Aid

To be considered for federal financial aid for college,
you must submit a FAFSA form,

Even if you think that you will not be eligible for fed-
eral financial aid, submit a FAFSA anyway. There are
five reasons:

1. Most federal aid is based on financial need, not
grades.




2. You might be pleasantly surprised by the results;
many middle-class families are eligible for federal
financial aid (typically, loans with favorable inter-
est rates and payment deferment options).

3. Even if you do not qualify for federal loans with
deferred payment options, you might still qualify
for loans with favorable interest rates.

4. Submitting a FAFSA is often a prerequisite for

many non-federal financial aid programs.

5. Being rejected for financial aid from the govern-
ment is sometimes a pre-condition for private sec-
tor awards.

§ TID L. If You are Classified as a ‘Dependent’
Student, but Have ‘Unusual
Circumstances,” Ask Your Financial
Aid Administrator to Change Your
Status to ‘Independent’

Students are classified as either ‘dependent’ or ‘inde-
pendent’ because federal student aid programs are
based on the idea thar students {and their parents, or
spouse, if applicable) have the primary responsibility
for paying for post-secondary education. According to
the federal government, students who have access to
parental support (dependent students) should not
receive as much need-bascd federal funds as scudents
who do not have such access to parental support
(independent students).

Based on the federal governmend’s methodology for
determining Expected Family Contribution, it is
generally in your best interest to be considered ‘inde-
pendenr‘ from your parents, rﬂth{ff t]’lan ldcpendent,
on them,

If you are considered dependent, then the income and
assets owned by you and your parents will be consid-
ered in determining your Expected Family
Contriburtion. If you are considered independent,
then only the income and assets owned by you (and
your spouse, if married) will be considered.

Declaring vourself to be independent can be advanta-
geous, especially if your parents are wealthy.

You are automatically considered to be an independent
student if ar least one of the following applies to you:

> you will be at least twenty-four years of age on or
before December 31st of the year in which you
receive the financial aid;

> you are married;

» you are enrolled in a graduate or professional edu-
cation program;

™ you are an orphan or a ward of the court (or were
a ward of the court until age eighteen);

> you are a veteran of the United States Armed
Forces.

Otherwise, you will have to convince the Financial
Aid Administrator at your college that ‘unusual cie-
cumstances’ make your situation similar 1o an inde-
pendent student. “Unusual circumstances’ include
situations which cause your parents to be absolutely
unable to help pay for your college education.

If you think thar unusual circumstances make you
independent, ask a Financial Aid Administrator at
your college to change your status. But remember, the
Financial Aid Administrator will not automatically do
this. That decision is based on his or her judgment,
and it is final—you cannot appeal to the U.S.
Department of Education.

TiP 5. Get Involved in High Power
W Extracurricular Activities

You can qualify for lucrative scholarships, while mak-
ing your time at college more memorable.
Extracurricular activities are fun, provide experience,
are a source of valuable references, and may give you
an edge over students with high marks but no proven
track record.

Seme extracurricular activities are more helpful to
your scholarship application (and job resume) than
others. The following activities may be especially
powerful:

> Join an organization thar offers lucrative callege
scholarships to its members. Good organizations
to join include: professional societies and asso-
ciations, unions, clubs, civic service groups, and
religious organizations.

> Study more often so your GPA reaches at least
3.0, which is the minimum grade requirement for
many awards.

= Enter contests and competitions. Even awards
from very small contests are an impressive addition
to your scholarship application and job resume.

»> Identify a professor vou would like to work with,
and then suggest a rescarch project that could be
the subject of an article in a scholarly publication.
(Professors are always looking for ways to publish
articles that will enhance their repurations in their
field.) A professor thar is persuaded by the poten-
tial of your research project may hire you for a
well-paying part-time or summer job to conduct
the research. Even in situations in which the

[T
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research job is not high paying, it looks very good

on a scholarship application and resume.

Volunteer for charirable work in your local com-
munity. Besides being ‘the right thing to do,’ it
gives you an opporrunity to meet community
leaders who can later provide compelling refer-
ences regarding your good citizenship and charac-
ter. Starting today, it is wise to ‘build your resume’
and ‘build your reference pool’ by engaging in
volunteer activities that will position you to get
excellent references or awards for laudable activi-
ties. Other applicants will have awards from the
mayor for helping underprivileged children. What

about you?

Do something out-of-the-ordinary to demonstrate
enthusiasm for your field of intcrest. Try to have
thar activity documented in the media. For
instance, if you have an interest in science, build
something clever or fanciful that could be featured
in a local news report. If you have an interest in
poetry, write a high-impact poem on a current
event and then ery to get it published in the
‘Letter to the Editor section cf the local news-
paper. Activities like these demonstrate initiative
and, best of all, will make your scholarship appli-
cation stand out from the others.

Run for an elected office in the student govern-
ment, or work towards supervisory duties at your
part-time job, volunteer activity, or campus orga-
nization. This will demonstrate to scholarship
providers and campus recruiters thar you have
good interpersonal skills and leadership ability.

Further develop your verbal and written commu-
nication skills. This can be important for the
scholarship-seeking process and is critical to suc-
cess after graduation. Practice writing essays, busi-
ness memos, and proposals. Practice one-on-one
interviews. If you think it might be helpful, join
the debate club or public speaking club. This will
give you additional confidence. Practice, practice,
practice.

Leverage your athletic ralenes. Athletic scholar-
ships are awarded to many students who are capa-
ble of competing at an intercollegiate (NCAA
Division 1) level. You do not have to be a high
school superstar to receive an athletic scholarship.
Celleges need excellent ‘reserve’ players in addition
to superstars. However, if you are not a superstar,
you may nced to take a more assertive role in
attracting the interest of college coaches. This
effort can be worth it, since many colleges set
aside considerable money for athletic scholarships
and preferential financial aid packages. To learn

more about opportunities for student athletes,
contact the National Collegiate Achleric
Association (NCAA), a Financial Aid
Administrator, your high school coach, or the rel-
evant coaches at the colleges thart interest you.

> Be creative about your hobbies and interests.
Though you might eventually want to be a phar-
macist, your violin playing might be the scholar-
ship-winning talent that helps fund your¥irst
year(s) ar college.

iill

‘ Tip 6. Build a ‘Portfolic’ That Can Be Used
- to Demonstrate Your
Accomplishments

To help support your applications for jobs, college
admissions, and private scholarships, it is useful to
have various sources from which to demonstrate your
accomplishments. This is especially important for stu-

dents wha do not have high marks.

Therefore, huild a ‘portlolio’ of sources by doing
things such as:

> videotaping your finest acting performances;

= encouraging former employers to write “To
Whom It May Concern’ reference lerters;

> photographing your best arework;

» saving clippings from the newspaper that reported
on your track & field victories;

> keeping a copy of the certificate you received for
winning the science fair.

iy

‘ Tip 7. Find Out What Worked Before

-

If you are interested in applying for a specific award,
find our the qualities of last year’s winner. Where
there are similarities berween you and last year's win-
ner, emphasize those aspects in your application.
Where important deficiencies exist, consider upgrad-
ing your credentials in those areas.

il
‘ Tip 8. Choose a Major in an Area where
- Demand for Graduating Students
Exceeds Supply

Competitive, on-campus recruiting motivates employers
to offer incentives to students who pursue majors in
high demand arcas. For instance, if you notice that
graduaring engineering and computer science students




are receiving a large number of job offers, that is a
good indication that employer-paid scholarships and
high paying summer jobs may also be available. To
learn more, check with your campus recruiting office.

)
‘ TiP 9. Specialize in an Area of Strength
-

If you are unable to earn straight As in every course,
the best alternative is often to get top marks in a sin-
gle area of study. For instance, suppose you love your
biochemistry class, burt are bored by most of your
electives, resulting in only a modest overall GPA. In
that case, you are unlikely to win any scholarships
that reward overall academic performance. However,
with a lirtle extra effort in the class you love, you
might be able to distinguish yourself as the top per-
former in thar specific course. Being the best at a par-
ticular area of study, no marter how narrowly defined,
is often better than being average at everything.
{However, be sure to not focus so much time on one
course thar It causes you to significantly sacrifice over-
all performance.)

]

1 Tip 10. Encourage Your Professor(s) to
-~ Convert Poor Grades into an
Assessment Marked ‘Incomplete’

A poor grade will lower your GPA. An ‘incomplete’
grade will not be factored into your GPA and thus
will have the effect of artificially ‘raising’ your average.
Therefore, if your GPA is dangerously close to dis-
qualifying you from an award, then try to encourage
your professor to change your worst grade into an
assessment marked ‘incomplete.’

‘Incomplete’ means you will receive a final grade at
some point in the future, after you have had an
opportunity to submit addirional material to your
professor(s) for evaluation.

P
‘ Tip 11. Find Out Whether Your Parents’
- Employer(s) Offer College
Scholarships

Many big corporations offer college scholarships and
tuition reimbursement programs to children of
employees, Often, top marks are not a requirement.
Refer questions about availability and eligibility
requirements to the human resources department at
your parents employer(s).

[ ! Tip 12. Investigate Company-Sponsored
| = Tuition Plans

If you are already employcd, some employers will sub-
sidize the cost of your college tuition if, in return, you
promise to work for the employer for a certain num-
ber of years upon graduation. In some cases, the
employer will grant a leave of absence so that you can
attend college full-time. More often, however,
employers prefer participants to attend college part-
time while maintaining a full-time schedule at work.

Generally, participation in company-sponsored
tuition plans is based on the quality of work perfor-
mance racher than previous grades.

As long as you like the employer and the job oppor-
tunity, company-sponsored tuition plans can be a
great deal. You get substantial tuition subsidies and
‘guaranteed’ employment upon graduation.

Tip 13. Investigate Cooperative Education
Opportunities

Cooperative education opportunities combine tradi-
tional classroom reaching with off-campus work expe-
rience related to your major. In practice, this could
mean that you would:

> artend classes in the morning and work in the
afternoan (or vice versa);

> work during the day and attend classes during the
evenings;

= artend classes for a semester, then work for a
semester, then attend classes for a semester, then
work for a semester, erc.

| The biggest disadvanrage of cooperative education is that

it lengthens the time required to earn a college degree.

The biggest advantages of cooperative education
include:

> carning money while you're learning;

> the opportunirty to build a strong relationship
with a prospective full-time employer, based on
work performance rather than grades;

> graduating from college with more practical expe-
rience than students who did not attend a cooper-
ative education program. In fact, your proven
experience may be more compelling to a scholar-
ship provider than the high grades of a non-coop

student who has only theory on which to rely.

Opportunities for cooperative educarion vary consid-
erably by college. To learn more, contace the colleges
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that interest you, or refer to A College Guide to
Cooperative Education, published by Oryx Press.

-

‘g Tip Y. Try to Establish Residency in the State
e Where You Will Attend College

Publicly-funded colleges charge in-state students sub-
stantially less cuition than out-of-state students for
identical educational programs.

If you plan to attend a public college, an easy way to
save several thousand dollars is to attend a public col-
lege that is located in the state where you have already
satisfied residency requircments.

Alternatively, if you have strong reasons to attend an
out-of-statc public college, you can try to establish
new state residency, wherever the college you attend

happens to be located.

Guidelines for establishing residency vary, so check |
with each of the public colleges that interest you, i
Generally, some of the factors considered include: ‘|

* Do you and/or your parents own property in the
state? ‘

» Have you and/or your parents lived primarily in
chat state during the previous two years?

> Do you possess a drivers license in the state?

> Did you earn a significant portion of your income
in the state in the year prior to attending college?
Did you file an income tax return for that state?

¥ Tip 15. Consider Actending a Lower-priced
College, Particularly if Your ‘Expected
Family Contribution’ Is High

In general, a wealthy student will have to pay most or
all of the cost of college tuition without the benefit of
government grants. Therefore, the easiest way for a
wealthy student to reduce his or her college debe bur-
den is to attend a lower-priced college.

On the other hand, if your family’s income and assets
are more modest, the difference in the Cost of
Artendance berween a low-priced and high-priced col-
lege may be negated, in whole or in part, by grants
and work-study programs, especially if a particular
high-priced college is commited to meeting your
financial need with an attractive financial aid package.

If you are considering a variety of colleges at which
your out-of-pocket costs would be substantally different,
your decision can be assisted by comparing graduation
rates, job placement rates, graduate school admission

rates, and any other factors which you value. At many
colleges, career counselors can tell you the percentage
of students thar find jobs within their chosen fields
within six months of graduation. Average salary statis-
tics and graduate school admission rates may also be
available. Comparing statistics such as these can help
you determine whether or not the extra wition charged
by more expensive colleges is worth it.

Keep in mind, highly motivated students can get a
great education at almost any accredited college in the
United States, no matter how inexpensive; whereas,
unmotivated students will get a lousy education even
at the most expensive private colleges.

il
1 1 16. Do Not Absorb More Debt Than
|l You Can Handle

To put college debr in perspective, suppose that after
graduation you could afford to pay a maximum of
$600 a month towards a total of $70,000 in loans
with an average interest rate of 10 percent. Paying off
that debt would take over thirty-three years!

Here’s anather example: It would take over ten vears
to pay back $20,000 in loans at 10 percent interest, if
the most you could afford to pay off is $250 a month.

A high debt burden can take a staggering toll on the
quality of your life. During the time thas every cent is
diverted to paying back college loans, you may have 1o
Sforgo: bu_ying a car, saving for a house, going on vacation,
and perbaps even starting a family.

Be especially wary of building up too much debt on :
high-interest credir cards. |
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‘ Tip 17. Consider Attending 2 Community
- College for the First Two Years of
Post-Secondary Education

If you cannot afford the full cost of a four year col-
lege, consider enrolling in a two year communiry col-
lege for the first two years of your post-secondary
education. Community colleges tend to charge an
annual tuition that is substantially less than the
tuition charged by four year colleges.

If you earn good grades at a community college, you
may be able to transfer, as a junior, to a four year col-
lege. Upen graduation from the four year college, you
would enjoy the best of both worlds:

> you would have the prestige of a degree from the
four year college;

> you would have paid less tuition, in tortal, than
your classmares at the four year college,
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Tip 18. Consider Artending a College in an
Area Where the Cost of Living Is
Lower

Tuition is only one component of the Cost of
Artendance. QOther major costs include food and
rent—borth of which are affected by the local cost of
living, For instance, a hamburger art a fast food chain
in Boston, Massachusetts, might cost $1.79, whereas
the same hamburger from the same fast food chain
might cost only $1.29 in Litde Rock, Arkansas. For
similar accommodations, rent can also vary consider-
ably from city to city.

In fact, you can save hundreds or thousands of dollars
per year by attending a college in an area where the
cost of living is lower.

TID 19. If Applicable, Use Your Minority
Status to Your Advantage

Did you know that Yaqui Indians, cancer survivors,
African Americans, students with AIDS, and
Americans of Norwegian descent have an advanrage
when seeking college scholarships? In fact, all echnic
minorities, religious minorides, and people with dis-
abilities have an advantage. . because they can apply
for all general scholarships, as well as the scholarships
specially dedicated for people within specific minority
groups. In fact, there are thousands of financial aid
opportunities for African-Americans alone, and thou-
sands more for Hindus, Jews, Cubans, epileptics,
Armenians, and people with asthma or arthritis.
Almost all of us are a ‘minority’ in some way.

To promote cultural diversicy and understanding,
many colleges offer special financial aid opportunities
to ethnic minorities. As well, many college scholar-
ships provided by the private sector are also based, in
part, on race or ancestry, Even if just one of your par-
ents or grandparents were a member of a ‘minoriry’
group, this might improve your financial aid package.

Be sure to carefully consider all of the awards that are
available exclusively to your minority group. Many of
them, like chose fearured in this book, will reward
qualities beyond just academic performance.
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. TiP 20. Consider Joining the Military

.
Ignore this idea if you dislike hierarchy, rebel against
authority, or conscientiously object 1o the activities of
the military. However, if you would consider it an
honor to serve your country as a member of the

Xy
armed services, the military can be a tremendous
source of college financial aid.

In return for milicary service, the United States armed
forces provides several options that help students
defray or eliminate their college coss.

ROTC programs are especially popular among under-

graduate students.

> For more information on Army ROTC programs,
contact 800-USA-ROTC.

= For more informarion on Navy ROTC programs,
conract 800-NAV-ROTC.

= For more information on Marine Corps ROTC
programs, contact 800-NAV-ROTC.

.
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» For more informarion on Air Force ROTC pro-
grams, contact 800-423-USAE

Tip 21. Maintain Your Eligibility for
Renewable Awards

If you receive an award that can be renewed, ensure
you understand, and do, whatever it rakes to maintain
eligibility for furure years. For instance, many renew-
able awards will expect you to maintain a predeter-
mined grade average,

Sometimes the criteria for renewal will be very cre-
ative, such as remaining a nonsmoker or doing a cer-
tain number of hours of volunteer work.

TiP 22. Check into Residence Hall

Counselor Scholarships

Mar:y colleges with on-campus housing need students
to serve as counselors for their residence halls in
return for a scholarship, which is sometimes worth as
much as the value of room and board. Most often,
colleges do not announce the availability of these
scholarships publicly, so you may have to approach
people who are in charge of on-campus residences
and dormitories. Generally, Residence Hall
Counselors are chosen based on personal characrer
and leadership rather than grades.

Tip 23. Establish a Relationship with Your
Financial Aid Administrator
Theoretically, establishing a relationship with your
Financial Aid Adminiscrator is not supposed o give
you an advantage, since financial aid calcularions are
based on pre-defined rules and mathematical formulas.
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However, when borderline situations or unusual cir-
cumstances occut, a Financial Aid Administrator is
allowed to use discretion. In such situations, the
Financial Aid Administrator’s decision could mean the
difference between receiving $2,000 in loans versus
$2,000 in grants. Therefore, the Financial Aid
Administrator is an important person to know. Be a
face, not just a name.

Y
‘ In Summary...
»

You cannor receive financial aid awards for which you
do not apply. A great number of students ‘kick the
tires' of the financial aid process without following

up. These passive students seem to get overwhelmed
by the process, or lose interest, ar both. Whatever the
reason, their loss can be your gain.

Be an informed, educated, and assertive consumer of
higher education services and resources. Do not leave
your financial aid eligibility to chance. Conduct
research on as many resources as possible. Read and
understand your rights, responsibilities, and opportu-
nities. Get acquainted with your Financial Aid
Administrator, Be persistent in talking to all of the
people on campus who could either help you or direct
you to the right resources for help.

However, you must keep motivated. Optimizing your
financial aid can be time consuming and exasperating,
but it’s worth it.
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. Sth Year Athietic
3 _Stholarshb Fund

AMOUNT: None Specified  DEADLINE: Mar |
FieLos/Majors: All Areas of Study

Scholarships are available ar the Universiry of New Mexico for
full-time students who will be participating in the intercollegiate

athletics program and are within 30 hours of completing a degree.

Must have GPA of at least 2.5, Write to the address listed below
for information.

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque
Department of Student Financial Aid
Mesa Vista Hall North

Albugquerque, NM 87131

1

% 3M Scholarships

AMOUNT: $600 DEADLINE: Mar 2
FIELDS/MAJORS: Engineering

Award open to upper division and graduare students. Must have a
minimum GPA of 2.5. Contact the address below for further

information.

California Polytechnic Scate University
Financial Aid Office

212 Administration Bldg,

San Luis Obispo, CA %340?

3

A. Conner Daily and
William C. Fielder
Scholarships

v

AMOUNT: None Specified DEADLINE: Mar ]
FieLps/Majors: Pharmacy

Awards are available at the University of New Mexico for full-time
pharmacy students demonstrating academic excellence and finan-
cial need, Write 1o the address below for more information.

University of New Mexico, Albugquerque
Office of Financial Aid
Albuquerque, NM 87131

* A. Franklin Pilchard
1 _lfoundallon

e

AMOUNT: None Specified DEADLINE: Apr 15
FieLps/Majors: All Areas of Study

Applicant must be a high school senior with 2 GPA of "C” or
. Must be an llinois resident arcending a college or university
located within Illinois and demonstrate financial need. Write o
the address below for more informarion.
McCarthy, Pacilio, Eiesland & Gibbert, PC.
Certified Public Accountants
1661 Feehanville Drive, Ste. 120
Mount Prospect, IL 60056
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g A Harvey and Mary E. %
; Sncll Scholarship

AMOUNT: $1100 DEADUNE: Feb 1
FieLps/Majors: Agricultural Engineering, Horticulwure

Award oyl;den 1o sophomores, juniors, and seniors majoring in the
above fields. Must have a minimum GPA of 3.0. This award is
renewable. Contact the address below for further information.

Clemson Universiy

Office of Student Financial Aid
GO1 Sikes Hall Box 345123 ~
Clemson, SC 29634

6 v

~ A. Max Weitzenhoffer
_DGSI‘I’I Scholarship

AMOUNT: $1000 DEADLINE: Mar 15
Fierps/MaJoRs: Drama

Scholarship available at the University of Oklzhoma. Norman for
full-time drama majors who have a minimum GPA of 2.75. One
award offered annually. Write to the address listed below for

information. .

University of Oldahoma, Norman
Diirector, School of Drama

563 Elm, Room 209

MNotman, OK 73019




