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About the Author

Jules Verne was born in 1828 in the seaport
town of Nantes, France. As a bov, Jules sat at
the docks listening to sailors’ tales of {faraway
places znd imagining himself exploring unknown
worlds. But when he attempted # seagoing ad-
venture himself, his father pulled twelve-year-old
Jules off a ship bound for India. A severe beating
led Jules to promise, “From now -, ['ll travel
only in my ymagination.

Ard travel he did! In over one hundred
books and stories, Jules Verne 1ok his readers
on imaginary journeys iside volcanoes, under
oceans, over unexplored countries, to the moon,
and around distant planets.

His heroes traveled in balioons, steam
tanks, rocket ships, submarines, electric autos,
and mechanically-driven islands.

These inventions may not seem surprising
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today, but Jules Verne predicted these wonders
over one hundred years zgo, when men traveled
by horse and carriage and when steam engines
were just being developed., Yet Verne made all
his insentions helievable because he explained
them with accurate scieniific details.

Thirty years before an actual ocean-going
submarine was developed, Vernc’s remarkable
Nautil.es was sailing 20000 Leagues Under the
Seu .

When Jules Verne died in 1905, many of
the inventions he had predicted hed already be-
come realities. Bur Verne would have been
pleased to know that the U. 8. Navy was so in-
spired by his underwater invention, that it
named its first atomic submarine — the 7. S. S.
Nautilys — in horor of the man who many said
“invented the future. ”
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Chapter 1

The Mysterious Monsier
FEMA VIR

THe vear 1866 was marked by scveral
strang: and mysterous events at sea. Ships
from many countries had met zn “encrmous”
black thing” hundreds of feet long. It was larger
than any creatnre known to scientists. The
“thing " gave off an eerie” glow' underwater and
spurtedd cojumns of water hundreds of feet into
the air
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coast of Australia, then, three days later, in the
waters of the Pacific Occan more than 2, 100
miles away. The next sighting, twc. weeks later,
was in the middle of the Atantic Ocean, 6,000
miles away. What an extraordinary creature’ this
must be to move from one place o another in
such a short time!

Reports of this “thing” caused great excite-
ment in every country of the world. Wild stories
about al kinds of sea monsters’ appeared in
newspapers in every language of the globe. Sci-
entists argued among themselves as o whether
such a huge, speedy sea monster could exist.

" Then, early in 1867, this sea monster
stopped being a scientific problem #nd became a
real danger. Merchant steamers’ ard passengers
ships were being struck by something! Was it a
rock? A reef 7 Or this sea monster”
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