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Unit One

E-mail Phones

Unit One

E-mail Phones

E-mail, i.e. electronic mail is, by now, no longer a strange word to
common people . With a P. C(personal computer) opening an account, you
can send and receive mails freely. But can you imagine sending and receiv-
ing e-mail-phones? This is not a fairy tale. E-mail phones have already been
in use around us. If you want to know something more about them., the fol-
lowing passage will satisfy you .

[1]Do you send and receive more phone calls or e-mail? When you're
looking for information, do you reach for the World Book Encyclopedia
or the World Wide Web? If your answers are e-mail and the Web, or
you wish they were, then a new breed® of telecommunications device
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variously called an e-mail phone or Internet phone may soon find its
way into your kitchen or living room.

[2]What's an e-mail phone, or e-phone for short? Essentially,
it's the merger® of telephone and computer—or at least a tantalizing®
slice® of what a computer provides. With most of these new screen
phones, that means being able to read and reply to electronic mail di-
rectly from the phone, without booting up (or even owning) a PC.
With some, it also means being able to scour® the Web to make vaca-
tion plans or research homework assignments, albeit® at slow speeds
and on a rather small screen. And, oh yes, you can still make phone
calls, too.

[3]Why an e-phone? This is one invention that seems to be fol-
lowing our lead . Millions of us already exchange e-mail routinely® with
family and friends at home, not just business colleagues and customers
at the office. And the kitchen or the family room is often more con-
ducive® to these personal missives® than wherever the computer sits,
assuming there is one.

[4]No computer experience is required to use an e-phone. Most
let you sign up with your choice of Internet service provider (ISP),
which typically charges about $20 per month. Some phones offer a
preselected menu of ISPs, which can make getting started even easier.
Ironically, it’s harder to set up an Internet phone if you already have an
e-mail account. You'll need to get a battery of arcane® information
from your current ISP.

[5]Once you're past this tedious? hurdle and enter the account

information into the phone, you can check your e-mail from either
your computer or phone.

[6]To access your e-mail account from one of these phones, you
typically have to select e-mail service from a menu. Phones with touch-
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screens have an icon? for that on the opening screen. For other
phones, you press one of the buttons lining the bottom or sides of the
display, much as with an ATM machine. The phone then calls your
ISP. When the ISP picks up, the phone automatically transfers your
account name and password® . Once accepted, the ISP will start send-
ing the phone your messages. They appear in a list with the name of
the sender, the subject of the message, and the date the message was
sent. By touching the item you want to read or hitting a button next to
it, the message will be displayed. Once you've read it, you can reply to
the message, move on to the next one, or, with most phones, delete
the message from your account. You can check your e-mail manual-
¥, but most e-phones can also be set to check several times a day
automatically. In automatic mode, the phone flashes to tell you mail is
waiting. If you happen to be using the phone when it is scheduled to

check for e-mail, the phone will automatically try again when the line is
free.

[ 7 ]JE-mail by any means can be habit-forming, so it's worth pay-
ing close attention to your keyboard options with these phones. Some
have full-size, wireless keyboards that can be stashed® elsewhere when
not in use. The others have keyboards built into their units, or tucked®
away in a slide-out drawer. The wireless variety are by far the easiest
to type on. The slide-out keyboards are considerably smaller and more
cramped?, and a keyboard drawer adds to the overall size of the
phone. But you can't lose the keyboard, and you will never have to re-
place the keyboard’s batteries, as you do with the wireless models.

[8]0ne serious drawback to e-mail by phone is that none of these
models can receive (or send) attached files, whether they contain doc-
uments or graphics®. And since swapping® pictures of the kids or
grandkids via e-mail appendages® has become one of the more appeal-
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ing aspects of electronic messaging, that’s real loss. Some phones will
attempt to display simple text files as part of the message, but other
types of files will appear as gibberish?, or not at all. If you share the
e-mail account with a PC and don't delete the message, however, you
can usually retrieve? the message and file on your computer-.

[9]Screen size matters, too, especially on e-phones designed to
cruise® the Web as well as park your e-mail.

[10]Starting a Web browsing? session is similar to retrieving your
e-mail. You touch a button or screen icon and the phone dials your
ISP. Once connected the default page (often a Web search page like
Yahoo or Excite) is displayed. The quality of the graphics is surprising-
ly good on these phones, but the images are not as big or as sharp as
on desktop PCs. And the Web browsers built into these phones are
more limited than on their PC counterparts. Often, the software
doesn’t recognize some formatting codes, so pictures can pop up in
odd locations.

[11]For retrieving basic information, checking stock quotes, and
so on, the phones are adequate Web surfers® .

[12]They are not especially fast surfers, however. The modems®
integrated into these phones are usually 28.8 or 33.6K( bps) models,
and you can't trade up later to a higher-speed modem, as you can with
PCs. They are up-to-date in most phone features: Most support caller
D, call waiting, and call logging. More phones are on the way. Early
next year, Samsung and others expect to sell Java-based e-phones that
will offer even more features and services. In particular, electronic
banking and shopping services are expected to be a part of that ex-
. panded menu of options.

[13]Are e-phones really ready for the kitchen? Maybe. Certainly,
many of these models cost more than we’re used to spending on
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phones, and they offer something less than the kind of full e-mail and
Web browsing capabilities we’re used to with computers. But the no-
tion of a universal message center has at least been spawned? into the
real world, and the kitchen may never quite be the same again.

Vocabulary

@ breed n.  a particular type or kind of sth.

@ merger n.  combination or mixture

@ tantalizing a.  possessing a quality that arouses or stimulates desire or
interest

@ slice n.  part or portion

® scour v.  to search very carefully in order to find sth.

® albeit conj.  although

@ routinely ad.  often or regularly

conducive a.  likely to produce

© missive n.  an official, formal or long letter

@0 arcane a.  known only by a few people; secret

@ tedious a.  uninteresting and tiring; boring

@ icon n.  a symbol on a computer screen used to give the computer an
instruction

@ password n.  GHEHLEK) 04 BB
@ manually ad. by hand
@ stash v. 1o store or hide sth.

@ tuck v. to put sth. into a safe or convenient place
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@ cramped a.  limited; confined

@ graphics n.  pictures and photographs

@9 swapping n.  exchanging

@ appendage n.  sth. that exists as a smaller and less important part of
sth. larger

@ gibberish n.  meaningless sound or talk

@ retrieve v.  to find and bring back something

@ cruise v.  to travel and visit

@ browse v.  to look over casually

@ surfer n.  people who ride on waves on special boards

@ modem n.  modulator-demodulator WA S , G H ML A ) JHH —w H S

@ spawn v.  cause sth. to start or exist
Notes
1. the World Book Encyclopedia:ttREHER &
2. the World Wide Web: J7 #
3. boot up: 33 (HA)
4. follow one’s lead: FB(FE A, Lh------ FEHE
5. the family room: (E)RERKE
6. ATM: Automatic Teller Machine 1% 5, B 3 BUE L
7. pick up: 4T B, BB
8. by far: (B RE, BERE) WX, B
9. formatting codes : ¥ 4 13
10. stock quotes: BZR
11. bps: bytes per second 945 5 , F ¥ /%
12. trade up: DA —%4fr - e 61 26 o B2 8t (BRE B AY) B AR T
13. Samsung: (HEK)=ZEA A
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Exercises

1 . Choose the best answer for each of the following:

1.

The passage mainly tells about

A. a comparison between a personal computer and an e-mail phone
B. a new telecommunications device—e-mail phone and its functions
C. an explanation of the operation of an e-mail phone

D. a brief sketch of the development of telecommunication

. According to the passage, an e-mail phone is a real valuable invention in

that

A. it is a combination of telephone and computer

B. this electronic product has a great function
C. only the experts can use it

D. it can serve as a liaison between two far away places

. With an e-mail phone, you can not

A. read electronic mails directly from the phone
B. reply to e-mail directly on the phone

C. make common phone calls

D. browse the intemet quickly and freely

. As for the operation of an e-mail phone, which of the following proce-

dures is not necessary?

A. to sign up with your choice of ISP

B. to enter the account information into the phone
C. to select e-mail service from a menu

D. to transfer your account name and password

. E-mail phones have got some disadvantages, for example,

A. their software doesn’t recognize any formatting codes
B. they are not efficient Web surfers
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C. they can not send or receive all kinds of files
D. the browsing speed is not higher than that of PC’s
6. Which of the following pairs of words can best explain the meaning of
“park” and “sharp” in paragraph 9 and 10 respectively?
A. store; clear
B. stop; exact
C. store; real
D. stop; clear

7. According to the passage, which of the statements below is NOT true?

‘ A. E-mail phones are more convenient than PCs in many aspects.
|

8

B. People can check their e-mail and make their phone calls at the same
time with e-mail phones.

C. E-mail phones have less capabilities in Web browsing than comput-
ers.

D. Only after ISP accepts your account, name and password, will it start
sending your message .

8. It’s implied in the passage that

A. an e-mail phone is better than a personal computer in every aspect

B. more and more people are communicating with each other by e-mail

C. people without computer experience can also use an e-mail phone

D. you don’t need to open an account to handle e-mail on e-mail phones

I . Topics for Discussion -

1. Have you seen an e-mail phone in use? If yes, describe its operation to
those who haven’t. I not, describe it according to the information pre-
sented in the passage.

2. Compare e-mail phones with mobile phones. Which one do you prefer?

And give your reasons.
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Il . Translate the following sentences into Chinese:

1.

And the kitchen or the family room is often more conducive to these per-

sonal missives than wherever the computer sits, assuming there is one.

. Once you're past this tedious hurdle and enter the account information in-

to the phone, you can check your e-mail from either your computer or

phone .

. If you happen to be using the phone when it is scheduled to check for

e-mail, the phone will automatically try again when the line is free.

. Some phones will attempt to display simple text files as part of the mes-

sage, but other types of files will appear as gibberish, or not at all.

. But the notion of a universal message center has at least been spawned

into the real world, and the kitchen may never quite be the same again.




