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TO 'HE
TEACHER

To le Teacne:

This course book, Reading and Writing, is an important com-
ponent of the series Active English for Postgraduates. Before
entering the graduate program students have generally reached the
level of CET - 4 or higher. Accordingly, during their graduate stud-
ies they are expected to acquire the ability to proficiently read and
understand both writings of general interest, and the literature with-
in their own specific academic fields. In addition, they are expected
to be able to express their ideas in writing, especially in such practi-
cal forms of English writing as business letters, resumes, abstracts,
and essays. With this in mind, the compilers have endeavored to pre-
pare a textbook that presents interesting and thought-provoking read-
ing materials. To facilitate their independent work, ample notes and
detailed explanations are provided within each unit following new
words and expressions. There are quite a number of exercises for re-
view, consolidation and expansion. A “Text B” is provided at the end
of each unit with new words and expressions and questions for fur-
ther independent learning. Within each unit there is a writing section
which deals with various aspects of writing, from the format of let-
ter, resume, short essay, to the professional writing of abstract, re-
port and thesis. It is believed that if students methodically work
through this course book under your careful guidance, they will de-
velop competent English reading and writing ability, which is of vital
importance to their 21st century Information Age careers.

Since ours is such a vast country with varied conditions for
teaching graduate English, we have attempted to compile a textbook
on reading and writing that will, as nearly as possible, meet the
needs of different programs. Its primary features include:

1. Providing sufficient reading materials to expose the students
to writings of different genres such as popular science, news re-
ports, essays, and short stories. It is at your discretion, in accord-
ance with the time allotted for English study within the graduate pro-
gram, to choose and select appropriate materials or complete all of
the readings.

2. Providing very detailed textual notes and explanations in or-
der to facilitate the students’ independent study. It is advisable to ask
the students to individually work on the texts and then bring to class
their questions and insights. In so doing it is not necessary to be
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excessively concerned about words and phrases within the texts. You
can therefore teach the texts from a discoursal point of view, concen-
trating more on the ideas and emotions expressed by the authors,
their methods of organizing the texts, their points of view and other
subtleties of culture which students need to know to be efficient ;md
critical readers. If, on the other hand, your students have more dif-
ficulty grasping the text on their own, it might be useful to first help
them acquire reading comprehension as accurately as possible with
the help of the notes and then go beyond the sentence level to that of
discourse and the general ideas within each text.

3. Starting each unit with an “Introducing the Topic” section,
which is used to introduce the students to the general topic discussed
in the text, and to activate their knowledge framework which they
already possess in a Chinese context, so that they may take advan-
tage of this framework in their English reading. Research has shown
the importance of pre-reading activities, and in the case of graduate
students who are fairly knowledgeable both in their specific fields and
otherwise, such activities are especially relevant. Remember, how-
ever, that pre-reading activities are meant to stimulate rather than
intimidate your students, so don’t make it too hard for them to an-
swer some of the questions even before they have acquired the neces-
sary expressions in English to do so. The questions are there merely
to provoke student thinking. Correctly answering them may often
wait until after the text is read and understood.

4. Preparing exercises for students of different proficiency.
There are exercises that are meant to strengthen their command of
words, phrases and difficult grammatical points, and others of a more
communicative nature, testing their global understanding and appre-
ciation and asking them to dicuss and argue a certain point. It is felt
that a combination of the two will be most beneficial for learning, and
we hope that you will not just do one kind of exercise at the expense
of the other.

5. Building a connection between reading and writing through
the “Word Study”, which contains especially useful collocations for
our students to use in their writing. It may not be necessary for you
to work on this part; in most cases, calling your students’ attention
to this will be adequate.
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6. The writing section deals with what the students need most,
from the writing of letter to that of short essay, which often appears
in writing tests. In Book 2 more topics are dealt with to enable
students to ultimately write their theses in English. It has been
proved that imitation provides a good starting point for learning.
Therefore several samples are provided as an integral part of each
unit. These samples are intended to help your students, rather than
to confine them. They are encouraged to do their own writing to
serve real-life purposes.

We believe that graduate English teaching should be conducted
in a way different from the teaching of undergraduate English. While
it unmistakably sets higher demands on the instructor, it is in turn
significantly more rewarding. The students will bring their real-life
problems in the use of English to the classroom, thus making the
teaching truly communicative in nature. Greater flexibility must be
incorporated in textbooks used for teaching graduate students. This
two-volume course book for reading and writing contains enough ma-
terials for roughly 80 hours of teaching in increments of 4 hours for
each unit. Each volume consists of 10 units intended for 40 hours of
classroom instruction. A teacher’s guide is provided to assist your
teaching.

Finally, as much as we emphasize the importance of reading and
writing in graduate English, we never for a moment minimize the
importance of listening and speaking skills for graduate students. We
view language as an integrated whole with all four fundamental skills
feeding into and complementing one another. We are confident that
you will implement this idea in your teaching of this book so as to as-
sist your students to develop their proficiency not only in reading and
writing, but in listening and speaking as well.

The Compilers
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INTRODUCING THE TOPIC

The development of IT (information technology) has brought the word “cyberspace” into con-
temporary English usage. Cyberspace generally refers to the Internet and the information con-
tained on it. Useful information is easily accessible to any computer user via a modem and a
server. For this reason, many people are fascinated with cyberspace. Unfortunately, cyber-
space also offers undesirable information and indecent pictures. Some websites even give in-
structions in stealing, gambling and other crimes, thus creating social problems. Therefore, for
some, cyberspace is a nasty place which good citizens should avoid and government should
control. What should be done? Should cyberspace be destroyed? Should it be strictly regulated
by the government? The answers to these questions are diverse and controversial. These issues
have prompted Esther Dyson to write the article “Cyberspace: If You Don't Love It, Leave It”.

LEAD-IN QUESTIONS

1. Are you familiar with the following terms? Match the terms with the definitions follow-
ing them.

Terms:

1) cyberspace

2) cyberspace community
3) e-mail

4) the Internet / Net

5) surfing the Internet
6) website

Definitions:

a. Looking for information on the Internet

b. Messages that computer users send to each other via a modem and servers on the Internet
. A network of computers through which people with a computer and a modem can
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exchange messages
d. The place where screens of information are found on the Internet

e. The Internet and the information on it
f. A group of people with similar interests and tastes communicating among themselves on

the Internet

2. Interview a couple of your classmates and find out for what purpose(s) they use the
Internet. Ask them whether they have ever done one or more of the following things

on it.

1) Make friends;

2) Apply for a job;

3) Build business contacts and conduct business transactions;

4) Participate in discussions on topics that you are particularly interested in;

5) Get to know the latest developments about sports, entertainment, stock market prices,

and current world affairs.
3. What do you like or dislike about cyberspace?

4. What does the title tell you about the main idea of the article”

CYBERSPACE: IF YOU DON'T LOVE IT, LEAVE IT

Esther Dyson?
********************i********l************************************
» Something in the American psyche loves new frontiers. We hanker after wide-open
spaces; we like to explore; we like to make rules but refuse to follow them. But in this age it's
hard to find a place where you can go and be yourself without worrying about the neighbors.

» There is such a place; Cyberspace. Formerly a playground for computer fans, cyber-
Space now embraces every conceivable constituency. schoolchildren, flirtatious singles,
Hungarian-Americans, accountants. Can they all get along? Or will our fear of kids surfing for
dirty pictures behind their bedroom doors provoke a crackdown?

» The first order of business is to grasp what cyberspace is. It might help to leave behind
metaphors of highways and frontiers and to think instead of real estate.? Real estate,



remember, is an intellectual, legal, artificial environment constructed on top of land. Real es-
tate recognizes the difference between parkland and shopping mall, between red-light zone? and
school district, between church, state and drugstore.

s 1% Inthe same way, you could think of cyberspace as a giant and unbounded world of virtu-
al —leal estate. Some property is privately owned and rented out; other property is common land;
some places are suitablte for children, and others are best avoided by ali citizens. Unfortunate-
ly, it's those places that are now capturing the popular imagination, places that offer bomb-
making instructions, pornography, advice on how to steal credit cards. They make cyberspace

sound like a nasty place. Good citizens jump to a conclusion. Better regulate it.

#j% But before using regulations to counter indecency it is fundamental to interpret the nature
of cyberspace Cyberspace isn't a frontier where wicked people can grab unsuspecting chil-
dren, nor is it a giant television system that can beam offensive messages at unwilling viewers.
In this kind of real estate, users have to choose where they visit, what they see, what they do.
It's optional. In other words, cyberspace is a voluntary destination — in reality, many destina-
tions. You don't just get “onto the Net”; you have to go someplace in particular. That means
that people can choose where to go and what to see. Yes, community standards should be en-
forced, but those standards should be set by cyberspace communities themselves, not by the
courts or by politicians in Washington.

& What makes cyberspace so alluring is precisely the way in which it's different from shop-
ping malls, television, highways and other terrestrial jurisdictions. But let's define the territory.

m First, there are private e-mail conversations, similar to the conversations you have over
the telephone These are private and consensual and require no regulation at all.

m& Second, there are information and entertainment services, where people can download
any'lhing from legal texts and lists of “great new restaurants” to game software or dirty pictures.
These places are like bookstores, malls and movie houses — places where you go to buy some-
thing. The customer needs to request an item or sign up for a subscription; stuff (especially por-
nography) is not sent out to people who don't ask for it. Some of these services are free or in-

cluded as part of a broader service like CompuServe or America Online; others charge and may
bill their customers directly.

3 Third, there are “real” communities—groups of people who communicate among them-
selves In real-estate terms, they're like bars or restaurants or bathhouses. Each active partici-
pant contributes to a general conversation, generally through posted messages. Other partici-
pants may simply listen or watch. Some services are supervised by a moderator; others are
more like bulletin boards—anyone is free to post anything. Many of these services started out
unmoderated but are now imposing rules to keep out unwanted advertising, extraneous discus-
sions or increasingly rude participants.



.@ Cyberspace communities evolve just the way terrestrial communities do; people with
like-minded interests band together. Every cyberspace community has its own character. Over-
all, the communities on GompuServe tend to be more professional; those on America Online, af-
fluent young singles; Prodigy, family-oriented. Then there are independents like Echo, a hip,
downtown New York service, or Women's Wire, targeted to women who want to avoid the male
Culture prevalent elsewhere on the Net. On the Internet itself there are lots of passionate non-
commercial discussion groups on topics ranging from Hungarian politics (Hungary Online) to
copyright law.

» What's unique about cyberspace is that it allows communities of any size and kind to
flourish; in cyberspace, communities are chosen by the users, not forced on them by accidents
of geography. This freedom gives the rules that preside in cyberspace a moral authority that
rules in terrestrial environments don’t have.4 Most people are stuck in the country of their birth,
but if you don't like the rules of a cyberspace community, you can just sign off. Love it or leave
it. Likewise, if parents don't like the rules of a given cyberspace community, they can restrict
their children's access to it.

.9 What's likely to happen in cyberspace is the formation of new communities, free of the
constraints that cause conflict on earth. Instead of a global village, which is a nice dream but
impossible to manage, we'll have invented another world of self-contained communities that ca-
ter to their own members' inclinations without interfering with anyone else's. The possibility of a
real market-style evolution of governance is at hand. In cyberspace, we'll be able to test and
evolve rules governing what needs to be governed — intellectual property, content and access
control, rules about privacy and free speech. Some communities will allow anyone in; others
will restrict access to members who qualify on one basis or another. Those communities that
prove self-sustaining will prosper (and perhaps grow and split into subsets with ever-more-
particular interests and identities) . Those that can't survive — either because people lose inter-
est or get scared off — will simply wither away .

» In the near future, explorers in cyberspace will need to get better at defining and identify-
ing their communities. They will need to put in place — and accept — their own local govern-
ments apart from terrestrial governments, just as the owners of expensive real estate often have
their own security guards though they can call in the police to get rid of undesirable customers.

.} Then what should be done about undesirable material in cyberspace? What to do, for in-
stance, about pornography? The answer is labeling, besides banning, questionable material, It
makes sense for cyberspace participants themselves to agree on a scheme for questionable
items, so that people or automatic filters can avoid them. It's easy enough for software manu-
facturers to build an automatic filter that would prevent you or your child from ever seeing the un-
desired item on a menu. (It's as if all the items were wrapped, with labels on the wrapper. )
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Someone who posted pornographic material under the title “Kid-Fun” could be sued for misiabel-
ing.

»@2 Without a lot of fanfare, private enterprises and local groups are already producing a va-
riety of labeling services, along with kid-oriented sites like Kidlink and Kids' Space. People dif-
fer in their tastes and values and can find services on the Net that suit them in the same way they
select books and magazines. Or they can wander freely if they prefer, making up their own itin-
erary.

In the end, our society needs to grow up. Growing up means understanding that there
are no perfect answers, no all-purpose solutions, no government-sanctioned safe havens. We
haven't created a perfect society on earth, and we won't have one in cyberspace either. But at
least we can have individual choice — and individual responsibility.
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Esther Dyson was born in 1951 in Zurich, Switzerland. She grew up in Princeton, New
Jersey, and received a B. A. from Harvard. Dyson is the editor and publisher of the widely
respected computer newsletter Release 1.0 which circulates to 1,600 computer industry



