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Abstract

J. Habermas’ theory of modernity has been becoming a fo-
cus of debate in intellectual circle in the west. Since the
1980’s, Habermas has been concerned with theme of moderni-
ty. He is aware of the challenges to the ideal of modernity
from the theoretic world as well as the realist political life.

The post structuralism and new conservatism think
modernity is obsolescent,and history is going to post-modern
age. But Habermas thinks these two theories would not only
ruin the fruits of post-WW I social reform, but also extinguish
the faint fires of human hope.

Habermas believes that modernity is not a thing that we
can give up at will. Although the project of modernity has its
defeats, it has the rational potentiality of social criticism and
human liberation. The question is not whether to insist on it or
give it up,but to find a new way of its self-reassurance and
find the new power to realize itself. The traditional philosophy
of subject, which relies on relation between subject and ob-
ject,can not provide satisfectional justification for modernity.
The idea of modernity in the philosophy of consciousness is
doomed to self-destruction. Only by turning to communicative
reason, can we find the new foundation for modernity, over-

come internal self contradiction of modernity and provide a sol-
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id basis for the ideal of self-knowledge, self-determination and
self-realization.

Habermas divides actions into communicative action and
purposive action. Communication relies on the understanding
of meaning of language, while purposive action relies on the
effect of action. Communication provides mechanism of social
integration, while purposive and strategically action provides
mechanism of systemic integration. We can find the premises
for the conciliation of human relationship and social identity in
the communicative action.

In late capitalism, Habermas thinks the mechanism of
systemic integration takes the place of social integration de-
pending of the lifeworld and has become the dominant force of
the society, hence resulting in the colonization of lifeworld. By
this diagnosis of modernity , Habermas concludes that we must
reconstruct a strong political publics to control the economic
and administrative systems by public democracy, in this way

can we accomplish the project of modernity.
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