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Preface

Among the names of various kinds of malignant tumors, nasopharyngeal
carcinoma(NPC)is the only one crowned with a name after a place-Canton
Tumor. According to the rough statistics of WHO, it was believed that nearly 80% of
NPC cases occurred in China, and its incidence was relatively stable either in high-risk
or in low-risk area. During the years 1964~1995, 273 904 malignant tumor cases
were diagnosed in Tumor Hospital, Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences, NPC
cases accounting for 31.2% of the total. During the last ten years, the annual number of
new cases detected in the clinic kept a record of 2 5000r so. It can be seen that the
endangerment of NPC is quite serious in south China.

From 1980, the Cancer Center of Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences was
designated as the WHO Collaborating Center for Research on Cancer laying stress on
NPC study. At the same time, the study of NPC was listed as one of the national strategic
projects by the National Scientific Committee and the Ministry of Health. Since 1981, our
Center has been undertaking 5 national scientific strategic projects on nasopharyngeal
carcinoma in the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th National Five-year Plans, 5 projects on NPC basic
and clinical study sponsored by Chinese Medical Board(CMRB)in the United States, 13
projects sponsored by National Natural Scientific Foundation, and 31 projects funded
by National Educational Commission, Doctorate Base Foundation, Guangdong Provincial
Department of Health. Besides, in cooperation with University of California, University
of Southern California, University of Northern Carolina, University of Singapore
and Immuno-Pathology Center, Melbourne, Australia, researches into NPC
epidemiology, EB virus, HLA, NPC related genetic chromosomes mapping are
being carried out. By these studies, we have made great progress in the fields of NPC
epidemiology, etiology, pathogenesis, screening for high-risk population, clinical
staging, early diagnosis, combined treatment, etc. 3 projects of our works won national
prizes, 34 projects, ministerial and provincial prizes. The relevant papers were highly
appraised by the international symposiums on cancer, Asian-Pacific Cancer




Preface

Conference, and some conferences of oncology, drawing great attention of academic
circles.

This work gives highlights to the new study results in recent years in Cancer Center of
Sun Yat-sen University of Medical Sciences, combined with achievements of the study
at home and abroad, making a detailed exposition of NPC hot spots. At the same time, we
attach herewith miscellaneous pictures of nasopharyngeal lesions, CT and MR scan three-
dimensional pictures. It is believed that these materiais and research results will give an
impetus to the basic theoretical study and clinical practice on NPC.

This work consists of 20 chapters, giving an introduction to the advances in the study
of NPC incidence trends, pathogenic factors, EB virus, Molecular genetics, pathological
types. ways of diagnosis and various kinds of therapy.

March, 1998
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