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BNIT

Topic Area: Environmental Protection
Topic: Pollution

?artl___

Questions on Environmental Protection

1. So far as you know, what are the causes of air pollution?

2. Could you say something about the pollution in the city where your college is located?

3. The phrase “the greenhouse effect” is very popular these days. Could you tell us
something about it?

4. Can you tell us something about other types of pollution besides air pollution?

5. Can you give us some examples to show the serious problems of pollution in China?

6. What can we learn from the heavy flood in the southern part of China in 1998?

7. What are the chief types of pollution in cities and in the rural areas of China?

|
|

Dart 11
Mr Discussion
Section A: Picture Description
1. Directions:
The following three pictures show
different linds of pollution. Each of
vou is required to give a brief de-

scription of them.

‘.__3 AT .
Picture 1 Air Pollution
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Picture 2 Water Pellution Picture 3 No Smoking

2. Useful sentences and expressions:
For Picture 1:
a power plant;gives off smoke;shuts out the sunlight;canses some pollution-related
diseases;Smoke pours from a chimney.The sky is darker with heavy smoke or @:WW

. .. . . ] . . o e il
smog. The quality of air is deteriorating. The climate is becoming warmer and *Fiy 720

s

warter.

For Picture 2:

rivers and streams:rubbish;chemical contaminants;critical environmental problems;
pollution sources;factories; refineries; outfall pipes;runoff from agricultural or mining
operations;Sewage drains fields. It is estimated that each year 10 million peopie

worldwide die from drinking contaminated water.

For Picture 3:
a man in his sixties; wears glasses;a heavy smoker;a doctor in his uniform; points

out the harms caused by smoking;a lung cancer;a heart attack;a sore throat;a
headache;chronic bronchitis¢ {81 5B 4 ),an expensive consumption;pollutes the

air;does harm to the nonsmokers;causes fires.

Section B: Copic for discussion
Useful Patterns

Beginning and Ending of a Talk
1 Well .../ Yes, ../ OK, .../Allright, .../ Sure, ...
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2) To be honest. ..

3) Well, it is commoniy believed that... . But I think that...

4} The most popular topic people talk about now is...

5) With the mprovement of people’s living standard, ...

6} With the development of society/science, ...

7y One of the most popular topics many people talk about now is...

8) In conclusion, ...

9} In short, we should/must ...

10y Al in all, we should/ought to...

11} In a/one word. ...

12) On the whole, ... : Overall, ...

13) From what has been discussed above, we may safely arrive at/come to the
conclusion that...

14} Itis {high) time that we put an immediate end to...

1.Directions:
Now all of you have some idea of pollution on our planet. You are required to discuss
this topic further and see if you can agree on the statement that we should stop

developing industry in order to protect our environment on Earth.

2.Hint:
We should stop developing industry in order ta protect our environment on Earth,

1, Statc the arguments to support this statement.
1y Natural resources are going to be used up.
2) There exists deforestation and its bad effects.
1) The desertification becomes more and more serious.

4) Greenhouse effect causces giobal warming and its results.

2. State the arguments to refute this statement.
1} The aim of man is to live a better life,
2) Industrialization is the tide of history and nobody ¢an change it.
3) We can try our best to curb the occurrence of this damage to the environ-

ment.
4) We should not ‘hesitate to pelt a rat for fear of smashing the dishes’ ( f£f{.&
fir ).
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Foliow-up Questions
I. What is the situation of air pollution in your hometown?
2. What do you think of the situation of poltution in China at present?
3. In your opinion. what should the peopie all over the world do for environmental

protection?

4. What are the causes of desertification in some areas of our country?

5. So far as you know, what are the causes of air poliution?

6. It 1s reported that more and more animals have become endangered species. What
are the causes of it?

7. Do you think smoking should be banned in China? Why or why not?

Dartlv____ _

Reference key

1. To spme guestions of Part I:
1. 30 far as you know, what are the cawses of air pollution?
Alr pollution, as we all know, is one of the most serious problems human beings
are faced with. It is 2 monstrous enemy of nature. Tt is, in my view, nature’s
punishment for man’s negligence of environmental protection. There are three
main reasons for air pollution. First, in order to obtain more useful materials to
improve life, man has set up many factories and plants. The smoke and other
pollutants from them do harm to us. Second, the exhaust emitted by thousands of
cars is another cause of air pollution. If you go to school or factories by bike in the
morning, you ¢an know what air pollution really means for the streets are {illed
with the waste gas. Last but not least, smoking cigarettes is also a cause of air
pollution. {t is said that stnoking not only does harm to smokers but also to non-

smokers and even worse. Therefore, we should make every effort to protect our

environment,

2, Could you say something about the pollution problem in the city where your college is located?
Sure. My university is in Nanjing, a city with a [ong history. It was the capital for
six dynasties. With the growth of the school, a new campus was built on another

Spoken Fnglish Course of Collecge -aeish




e side of the Yangtze River. For the first two vears, I didn’t realize the seriousness
1 of pollution because our new campus 1s located in a suburb of Nanjing. Last year.
as a junior student. I moved to the old campus downtown. Then [ began Lo realize

the scriousness of the environmental problem, Every moming after we get up we

can see the thick smoke pouring from chimneys, which makes it hard for us to

breathe. Besides that, I could hardily endurc the noise and traffic pollution in the

first month after I moved to the old campus. Since my bedroom is close to the

main street, I can hear sounds made by vehicles all day long, even at mudnight.

Furthermore, the smeil of the cxhaust is so strong sometimes that | dare not open

the windows. Another good case tn point is that we had a dirty rain last week.

Anyhow, the pellution in Nanjing is serious. We should try our best to protect our

environment.

3. The phrase "the greenhouse effect” is very popular these days. Could you tell us something about it?
Well. the greenhouse effect refers to the gradual warming of the air surrounding
the earth as a result of heat being trapped by air pollution. This heating effect s
causing global warming. The warming could have some disastrous elfects on the
weather. Storms, droughts, and floods could occur, damaging {food-producing
regions and increasing the prospects of tamine. In addition, the warming could
cause a rapid rise of temperature that could destroy the entire cco-syvstem. Forests
could disappear and spectes could become extinet. What is worse. ice caps and

glaciers could melt, causing sea-levels to rise, flooding low-lying countries.

4. Can you tetl us something about types of pollution other than air pollution?
So far as [ know, besides air pollution, there are many other types of poliution
such as water pollution, noise pollution, light pollution, clectromagnetic pollution,
traffic pollution and oil pollution. All of these are very annoying and do harm to
human beings. [t seems to me all of them are caused by industrialization and
urbanization. With the increase of population, more and more people need some-
thing to eat and a place to live in. As a result, deforestation happens and the vicious
cycle begins, First, there 1s soil erosion. Then we suftfer from tlooding or acid
rain. In addition, also because of the increasing population, cities are becoming
more and more crowded. Thus we have noise. light, traffic. and electromagenctic
pollution. From my poimt of view, it’s high time for our human beings to learn

controling ourselves for we should know we have only onc [arth,
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Il. To the discussion of Section B, Part lI: BNIT

Should we stop developing industry in order te protect our emiromment on Earth?

A: Yes, [ think so. During the industrial Revolution, some developed couniries ex-
ploited the natural resources of developing countries. And after independence. some
developing countries also want to have their own industry. As a result. many natu-
ral resources are going 1o be used up. So I think man has 10 stop developing industry
until better ways to solve the environmental problems are worked out.

B: I'don’tthink that’s a good idea. As far as [’m concerned. 1 think the aim of man is to
live a better life. If we stop developing industry, I don’t think peopie’s living stan-
dard will improve. On the contrary. we should try our best to develop our science
and technology so as to find out some new ways to protect our environment or even
make use of the patural resources from cther planets.

C: That sounds good 1o me. Personally, 1 think industrialization is the tide of history
and nobody can change it. It’s true that man is faced with serious environmental
problems these years. As we all know, there 1s a famous Chinese saving, “Hesitate
to pelt a rat for fear of smashing the dishes”. That's te say. we cannot stop doing
something good only because doing that will bring abourt some side effects. So we
shouldn 't stop developing industry i order to prevent poltution.

A: I'm sorry. I don’t agree with you. We should look reality in the face. [t's often
reported that some land was deforested and as a result some animals invaded some
villages. And in some other places, because the vegetation coverage is destroyed,
therc is serious soil erosion. Consequently, when spring comes, people in some
cities have to wear masks. By the way, greenhouse effect has caused global warm-
ing. In turn, it affects the climate on Earth and agriculture.

B: That’s truc, but the heart of the matter is how to find ways te solve these problems
rather than to complain and stop developing industry. To my mind, since environ-
mental protection is a global issue, all the countries, whether small or Targe, rich or
poor, should make efforts to fight against environmental pollution. Governments
should make laws to protect the environument. Scientists should develop more and
more en\’ironment-fr‘ie‘ndly preducts. As for us college students, [ think we can

plant more grass and trees and do some other things that will do good for the protec-

tion of our Earth.
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READING TEXT

Saving the Earth

Tom and Bob arc students at Southeast University. Today they are going to have a ralk on
“Saving the Earth”. Before they start the talk they put three pictures on the blackbourd.

Picture 1

Bob: Good morning, everyone. Teday is March 12th,
National Tree Planting Day. Thercfore our topic
today s “Saving the Earth™.

Tom: Yes. As wc all know, with the increase of popula-
tion all over the world and the development of
economy. people have overused the natural re-
sources. As a result, our planet Earth bas been

seriously polluted.
Bob: [t’s true. Now to illustratc the grave consequences
of the problem, let’s look at the st picture. In this picture. we can see a couple of younyg

pcople are kissing each other to  their hearts’ content, They are »o happy and so
absorbed that they don’t notice that so many of us are looking at them. Ha. ha.

Tom: This picture tells us that at present we human beings can still enjoy our [ives freely.

Picture 3

But what will happen in the future if we cannot tackle this problem?

Bob: Picture 2 tells us something about that. Look, in this picture there are two people  wear-
ing gas masks. What arc they doing? Oh, two young peoplc are kissing each other
through a tube. Then the picture just wants to tell us that :f man cannot control the

peliution problem today, we'll have to live under masks in the future.



