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2 Gifis of Love

Gifts of Love

When Linda Wiegand fell down some stairs in 1988. .
her future changed irrevocably ® . The 29-year-old
mother, who was pregnant, was on maternity % leave
from working full time and from night school, where she
was completing a master’s degree in business administra-
tion. The baby turned out to be fine, but Wiegand,
with a seriously injured back and spine, was condemned
to a lifetime of chronic @ pain. “I spent most of the day
n bed, "she says. “I felt useless and was consumed with
self-pity. ~

Then Wiegand asked a social worker to recommend a
needy family she could help. “I had to reach out to
someone who was feeling a totally different kind of pain.
she explains.

Wiegand asked her husband to go to the supermarket
and purchase the items she thought a struggling family
might want most. The giving didn’t stop with the first
family. When she and her husband arrived at a second
family’s home bearing groceries, the woman started cry-
mng. “She told us she had $ 1. 83 to her name, " Wie-
gand remembers. “Then, when she saw I was pregnant,
she offered to baby-sit. Here she was in desperate

poverty, and she wanted to help me! ”

BEAUSIPUL LIPE



£ L%

Zail9

1988 4F, ik - BLHEMAEH L
BT Tk, wRENEERBIRSEE
T iXfr 29 H B RFESE, B TR
Pl L TERIEMRRRE, 4
B, A E R EEm L EM T .
BFATHRT, BEXR, BEHEHEN
EEMERGETE, XRER, &%
MR R — R T REX
JH 4y B RV EREEBR B, T RBBIA
DET AL, F AN TIEBRERE.

FR, RHBERESIEES
MR THANEE. M
BB, ‘BLAm -SRI EZHN
e R —RMABHEHZTF."

BBt REBRT H WK —
HHEEBILNRERTENY M.
ML ESFRRBTE K. X
eSSy MAEFERBERIS -1
KEM, R EARTEX. RHEER
Ut ERY: “REARKERREF 1
ET8IERT . YHEARTFESR
o, EREEARMBRESE, e, B
ERmEE, TRELEEHR,

Bt

@ irrevocably
[i'revekabli] adv.

p 3 ACE:

@ maternity
[martaniti] n. BR¥E
3 chroniel "kronik}
adj. BRI




4 Gifis of Love

Moved by the woman’s generosity ®, Wiegand shared
her expenence with some parents at a meeting. When
she finished speaking, they wanted to know how they
could help.

And so began Gifts of Love, a program in which a
financially able family sponsors a needy one. “The great
advantage of this face-to-face formula is that aid can be
personal and individualized ®, ” Wiegand says. “You can
provide what they need, whether it’s a canned ham,
clothing or a crib. ”

“Sponsorship becomes a form of mentoring—not just
feeding people, but teaching them skills to foster inde-
pendence, © Wiegand says. One sponsor enrolled his
recipients in an English-language class and offered to
baby-sit while they attended.

This year the organization’s 300-plus volunteers expect
to serve about 1, 200 families with over § 1 million in
donations of money, food, clothing, toys and house-
hold items. Now chairing the eight-memeber board of
directors, Wiegand remains disabled, spending up to 20
hours a day in a reclining position. She is linked to the
Gifts office by phone and fax machine.

When Walter Dymersky, a former Marine, found
himself with on money for food, he phoned Wiegand and
told her, “I'm a proud man. This is the hardest call I've

ever made.
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6 GCifis of Love

Wiegand matched him with a spensor—and the cycle
continued. Dymersky asked if he could help out. Now he
coordinates food and clothing deliveries for Gifts of Love.
“Two years ago, ~ he says, “I was down and out. Now I get

up every day at 6 a. m. and go on my route. "
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8 The Dreamer

The Dreamer

Go with your passion. It has been said that who see the
mvisible can do the impossible.

When I was nine years old Living 1n a small town in
North Carolina I found an ad for selling greeting cards in
the back of a children’s magazine. I thought to myself I
can do this. I begged my mother to let me send for the
kit. Two weeks later when the kit arrived, I npped off the
brown paper wrapper, grabbed the cards and dashed from
the house. Three hours later, I returned home with no
card and a pocket full of money proclaiming, “Mama, all
the people couldn’t wait to buy my cards! ” A salesperson
was born.

When I was twelve years old, my father took me to see
Zig Zigler. | remember sitting in that dark auditorium lis-
tening to Mr. Zigler raise everyone’s spirits up to the
ceiling, I left there feeling like I could do anything. When
we got to the car, I turned to my father and said. “Dad, I
want to make people feel like that. © My father asked me
what I meant. “I want to be a motivational ® speaker just
like Mr. Zigler,” I replied. A dream was born.

Recently, I began pursuing my dream of motivating
others. After a four-year relationship with a major furtune

100 company beginning as a salestrainer and ending as a
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10 The Dreamer

regional sales manager, I left the company at the height of
my career. Many people were astounded that I would
leave after earning a six-figure income. And they asked
why I would risk everything for a dream.

I made my decision to start my own company and leave
my secure position afier attending a regional sales meet-
ing. The vice-president of our company delivered a
speech that changed my life. He asked us, “If a genie
would grant you three wishes, what would they be?” After
giving us a moment.to write down the three wishes, he
then asked us, “Why do you need a genie ?"I would never
forget the empowerment I felt at that moment.

I realized that everything I had accomplished — the
graduate degree, the successful sales career, speaking
engagements, training and managing for a fortune 100
company had prepared me for this moment. I was ready
and did not need a genie’s help 1o become a motivational
speaker.

When I tearfully told my boss my plans this incredible
leader whom I respect so much replied, “Precede with
reckless abandon and you will be successful”

Having made that decision, I was immediately tested.
One week after I gave notice, my husband was laid off
from his job. We had recently bought 4 new home and
needed both incomes to make the monthly mortgage pay-

ment 4nd now we were done to no income. It was tempting




A

YR B X B B, 7555 b R g B
REFT . 2 AT, ERA
RBIAMEE ANIEE T I MAATRR
At 2 BAB M E K

RESMT -RBXHE WS
AREBFHACHELEBITECH
AFl. BITARIMEIRAER —REKK
BT RE@ES, MR "WER—-
HAlSHERN=ARE, REEH
Afta? ikRMNAATTACHE
Hig, RR: R ARNEEZHWL
W7 "HAZEREA T H— R RS

RERARFEEHN - —&
WIEH ., RIWWHELR . BiHE,
Hh—ZFHHE 100 2 7 # I H oS 5%
YA B DAR— & X — 2T T
HE RERFY—BEHERE A
FEMUBFL .

REHEFERE TN,
EMRTOHENASE L BEEHE
B BEEA! R—ERESR. 7

BRI T ERL, RERT %
., ﬂﬂﬁ(}%m/‘éﬁﬂ % -tk
To BARIAIET —HHFHET, ®TE
W7 TR E 8 A KR, A
RBERMABEARAT . XatEE

ME - A%

11




12 The Dreamer

to turn back to my former company, knowing they wanted
me to stays but | was certain that if I went back, I would
never leave.l decided I still wanted to move forward
rather than end up with a mouth full of “if onlys” later
on. A motivational speaker was born.

When 1 held fast to my dream, even during the tough
times, the miracles really began to happen. In a short
time period my husband found a better job. We didn’t
miss a mortgage payment. And I was able to book several
speaking engagements with new clients. I discovered the
incredible power of dreams. I loved my old job, my
peers and the company I left, but it was time to get on
with my dream. To celebrate my success I had a local
artist paint my new offlce as a garden. At the top of one
wall she stenciled ®, “ The world always makes way for
the dreamer. ”



